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7 and it will appear from the. following. par- 
D ticulars, - that the condition we are. next 
to examine, is by far the more unfor= ö 
tu nate, wri ings. the heart with ſeverer an- 
75 guiſh, and is accompanied , with a ſenſi- 
bility to the evils ariſing from indigence, 
which thoſe born and Wee 6 Pn it Peper x" 
; felt. 5 „ „ 1 F 5 
5 The man who had need i in a. . „ 
bis infancy, has, by long acquaintance, = 
TD become familiar to its hardſhips. He 
8 accommodates bimſelf to his ſituation, | 


ever blown upon him. The coarſe. and | 
 ſeanty diet, the cold cottage, the . 
tteered clothes, he is ſeaſoned; by length of „ 
time and the knowledge of nothing more 
1 comfortable, to endure. His defires ad < 
| wants are few, becauſe he has been taught, 
= dearchought experience, the folly. f 
aſpiring at enjoyments, ſeparated from 
5 mm . hp: e 88 of TOE. 
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of the Temptations" to TY 


The evils he at preſent ſuffers, are as "I 


and no worſe than the evils he has formerly : 
been accuſtomed to. The tiſſue of his fate has 


been uniform. He has no changes on it to 


bewail, no leſſons of forgetfulneſs to learn, 5 
and no compariſons to make between his 125 


| ſent and better days. 


Different, in many teſßeds, are the | 
trials of him who has ſunk from a con- 
dition of riches into poverty. As the 


„ 


mind generally expands or contracts, in a | 


certain proportion to our occupations, and = 


to the rank we hold in ſociety; z ſo his tafte, 


5 ſentiments, and habits of thought and liv- 


| | muſt ſubmit to inconvenlencies, troubles, 50 


ing, are ſuperior to thoſe which belong 


to the ſtate into which he is fallen. He 


and wants, to Which formerly he was an 


entire ſtranger. | He muſt give up innocent 


amuſements, that once filled up ſo agree- 

ably the blanks left by buſineſs in his time, 
He muſt deny himſ 
indulged! 


ſelf to gratifications long 
in, and confine his enjoyments . 


: within | that narrow circle which ſtern. 


all this is a work of eee d * 


kale ee ooh: . 


ty has drawn around hiw. Now 


te leet to Proely are eat. 


= 
How hard it is to ſuſtain the burden of SEAM, 5 


poverty, even by thoſe accuſtomed to bear 4 | 


it from 


their infancy, has been already 


ſhewn. What, then, muſt be its preſſure, 


ehen laid 


*h perſon. who never 


knew what i 50 to ſtoop to want? The 


reverſe in his affairs is grievous and melan- 


choly, without any conſolations . 


5 from 1 it to ſupport biw. Eos 
| Adverſity often 3 


dhe ane 2 e ber mitigates their 6 
pain, and ſtrengthens us ta behave with 
it. The . patriot who, in defence of 


with the iilgratitude of an unthank 


ö people, deſcends into the vale of ritives : 


® : 3 
2 


ment, ſupported by his inte 


ſciouſneſs that he 


grity, the mags . 
nanimity of his ſentiments,. an: the con- 


ves the honour, . 


which « envy. and faction have withheld from 5 


him. The hero, Who returns from the 1 
wars with a broken conſtitution, and with 
wounds never to be healed, is comforted 

U-- the glory he has. acquired, and by the 
| kind ſympathy. of his friends and country- 
| men. Een i in a « Ufſtempered ſtate, when . 
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T and its injured rights, meets gn 
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; 30 . of the T omptations to which 


5 SE RM, . rage of party brings the wiſe and- good 
— to the ſcaffold, or when perſecut ion con 
ſigas them to the flames, the idea of falling 
in a great cauſe, lifts them above the fear 
of human ſcorn 525 e _ the 
— of death. 


But the retiri 104 Ae es lunes 

of poverty, are not attended with any 

| comforts of this ſoftening - nature, ſave 

perhaps the decaying ſympathy of a few 

friends, They neither excite the commiſe- 

| ation of the public, nor call forth ſentiments 
in us capable to ſupport us under the 
cane of condition here ſuppoſed. | They 
alter the face of nature, convert rich fields 
into a wilderneſs, and the city into a ſoli- 
tude. They raiſe up in -hideous forms, - 
demons of temptation difficult to be reſiſted 
m—” expelled, poſſeſſin g thoſe of different 
tempers and Eye: of 2 in — 


manners. VVUVu; os Fa 5 


5 

: To: deſcribe the variety of ls to which 

our ſpecies . are liable from this ſource, 
were an endleſs taſk. We ſhall reſtrict 
our obſervations to duch f them as, are 
. „ js . common 


4 255 8 


the me to. Poverty are e: 10 ed. 5 
common to whole claſſes! " of; charater, _ SERM. 
that may — 
1 deavour to. "Gin 1 appearances, 4 15 


| ſhall next, as we proceed, point out the „ 
| remedies to prevent, or to. cure them, . 


3 


1. Some, upon being . to poverty, . 
> nk into a ſtate of ſpirits ſo melancholy 


and deſponding, that they become unfit to 
diſcharge the ordinary duties of life. Ha- 
_ rafſed by wants and by cares. never felt 
before, ſurrounded with increaſing difficul- - 
ties, they yield themſelves a prey to dif 
contentment, impatience, repining, and 
fearful apprehenſions, Brooding conſtantly. N 
over the change they have met with, and 
ever contraſting their preſent with their 5 
paſt condition, they raiſe up to themſelves 
2 an image of their fate, monſtrous i in ſize, 1 7 | VS 
and aggravated with every ugly feature, 
of which a diſturbed fancy can conceive the _ 
idea. The remembrance of former Joys, 
which in ſome ſituations preſents ſuenh 
Pleaſing viſions, ſerves ny; to render it . 
more 5 pets and terrible. 53 
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bm hearts burſting with Stef, A8 in c 
languige interrupted. with | ſighs, they 1 
breathe the with, and utter the complaints 
of: Job: Ob that we "were as in months ; 
| faft, at in the days when God preferved us; 
when his candle ſbined upon out beads, and 
 avhen by his light we walked through dark- 
- > ; as We Were in the days. -of our. , 
and the Almighty was get with us! But 


nor Have our calamities come on ” 0 
as a wide breaking in of -watert; in the 


 deſolation they rolled themſelves. upon us. = 


Terrors are turned ußbn us; and they purſue 
our foul as the wind; and our welfare Paſerb 
 atway as a cloud, And now our. foul is 
poured out upon us; the days of our. Mickion 
have taken hold of- us. Out harp alſo is 
turned to mourning, and our organ into the 


3 voice of them that weep ® ., 


But although the ſs, a 3 
a Job experienced was ſo great, that 


| to parallels are to be found to it, in its 
varied extent and ſeverity of woe ; yet 


| thoſe who have undergone the change un- 
der our . are e to fall 


TN 7 % 7 oo000 


into that 1 of Galena 
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Which forms the moſt important, and 
far the moſt tender and pathetic: atalithe 8 
| book which Bette under his name. „„ 

This breaks their ſpirits, ' engender | 
oom cares ds daetodiogs; W's puts „ * | 
from ene ot a time Os. | 270] 
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where health: was wont to ö 
erfulneſs to ſmile, becomes tlie 
1 Abode a ee e . e 
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7 <a; and the - days have arrived e 
ſay, in the bitter⸗ 58 ; | 
art, they Haves 10 Plegſire in 3 
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reliſh for the pleaſures of ſociety, Ln the 
endearments of affection. Solitude is their 
delight. They love to ſit alone in the for- 
ſaken chamber, or to wander in the woods, 
where gloom and ſilence accord with the 
tenor of their melancholy thoughts. -Like 
| thoſe who indulge the thirſt occaſioned by 
che dropſy, they give nouriſhment to the diſ- ö 
eaſe which is preying upon their vitals. 
On a broken heart a crowd of b bodily diſ- 
tempers attends, which, gradually i impairing | 


| their conſtitution, lays their head on an 


imely bier, or, if they have much ſen- 
Gbiliry, reduces e to; a CC 24g} worſe 
than death. pn, 


Let thoſe, in ame e Ber geleribed, g 
bortify themſelves againſt the attack of this 
hopeleſs ſtate of mind. Let them cultivate 
patience and fortitude.” Let them avoid 
retirement, and baniſh, as far as they can, 
from their reflections, the memory of hap- 
i This is a hard leſſon; but 
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the exigence of their affairs ſo 2 alle. 


- honour, as well BS abet 
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ö hen the winds. 
{kies ſerene? But when 
the ſtorm deſcends, the billows rage, and 
the night grows terrible with 1 
chen is chere need for the exertion of all 
the fill and i ingenuity, all the courage and 


it in ſteering a fr 
are e fair, and the 


Did he = 
deſpair, - | and abandon the helm, what 
muſt be che e but. certain N 
weck? „5 


8 a. ile. ſeep, 2 2 umber, a 
little folding of the hands to Neep, bring 
ty PoE as. one that ra velleth, an 


Let them ſpeedily make : 


2 
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te 
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8 ER 1. want as an panic man * how much more 


not be ſo hereafter. 
nov adverſe, may ſhift its cour 
blow propitious again. Providence is large, 
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—— muſt deſpair, added to indoteiive; 1 incapaci- 
ate us from emerging out of ſuch diſtreſs? 


Courage then! While there is life, there 


is hope. What vaſt difficulties has not 


determined and perſevering reſolution ſur- 
mounted? If it be unfortunate with us at 
Preſent, it wyas not ſo formerly, and may : 


The: gale which is 


le, and 


and the pag which neden can exalt, and 
Aanding water, 
and 25 graced into aue hir. 188 98 


2. Others adopt a contrary plan. * | They 


| 1 5 the deſperate reſolution of baniſhing 


all ſerious thought and conſideration from 


- them. I bey deſpiſe buſineſs, As. the 
- drudgery of ſervile minds. They ſeek the 


company of the giddy and diſſipated, and 
plunge into exceſſes of riot and intempe- 


rance. Lured by the gold which glitters 


on ey able. of 7 N. 
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capes to it, in hopes. of repairing 


F SEAM. ->F 
once their ſhattered affairs. But, there, 1 


ſuperior {kill and cunning ſoon plunder | 
| them of any wretched. reverſion. that ou 
mains to Rome an . hog to. into - „„ 5 


dra: in ob wx ahi el thoughts, 4 | 


But in vain do they endeavour to fly . 
* themſelves. In yain, like the wound-. 5 
ell bart, do they try to. diſlodge the arrow. 
that ſticks faſt in their ſide. Gloomy. „„ 
rellection accompanies their flight, And PI Ro 


ſues them wherever they 80. 1 


In the ſeaſon of adverſity, whins: thets Rn 
5 o preſſing a demand for thought and 
* eonſideration, nothing can be ſo; deciſively 
ruinous, as tha. attempt to bury in the 
ſtupefaction of drunkenneſs and. folly their 
ſenſe: of their misfortunes, and the hope 
* axtricating themſelves from the miſery 

which they are involved. This at beſt 
can; affard. only a temporary relief. 0 The N 
bow of ſpirits raiſed by artificial _ 2] Ry 
has more than a proportional ebb. It is. 
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acting the part of a tra- veller; if 
traveller can be ſuppoſed to exiſt; WHO, 
| finding: himſelf bewildered ameng pfreei- 


this effort 


07 the Tip 10 


pices, inſtead of endeavouring to eſeape 


ö mould dee his eyes, and "walk 


TY. „Ocker of « a lof 
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big emotions that tour fa” their: brett. 5 


They ſcorn conſolation; and ſet : at nought 


che ſympathy of friends and relations.” No 


cotnplaint is heard to proceed from their 


lips, and even no ſigh from their boſom. 
Vnrevealed are their ſorrows, and their 


_ beart: knoweth its. oten bitterneſs *, | But 
magnanimity, that. might 


ſuſtain ee on a great and conſpicuous 
estaſtrophe, is altogether diſproportie 


for mortals. As aneient fable relates, it 
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oned 
| to the kumiliating reverſe which has befallen 5 
then” kt is taking a flight too arduous 
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;  greaten ae e * * 1 
which, next to religion, dan 
lief, if not a cure, to the ſoreſt wounds - 
of adverſi i them not deſpiſe, but 
cheriſh it, in their fall. To u 
themſelves without reſerve to the 
' . Who. loves them his o ul *, fo far 

from e 
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- 1 W priny more, the more it is 
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Te. muſt. ſoon waſte and conſume 


& "ut 
Ig WE Vc F324 HEE... 


wa 152 „ ; - 3 % * EE f 


I 


fn after. nay * 


* * 
: « 
* N , 3 f 3 - 5 AY ; * J ; - 
o 4 a 4 — 8 Ig 
2 * . 8 ; * Nl 4 ** 4 ” 3 yup . = f 
: * £ Fs * * ; y £2 + N > 6 NN * Ws * Y, 
q o «* 1 s 9 12 2 * = 1 PS A Re EY, D k 
s 2 * $. 1 « 2 GY * 4 Ry 1 * $ 9 os 4 
11 | . 1 Sam, wii. N 9985 
* + 6 * a 
* : - 2 
8 n i FR 1 7 ZE GED 
* * _ 5 * 


„ * ; * 4 0 5 f 2 N 
n 8 ab 4 | | es 


3 
on 
. 
- 
* 
. 
Pd 


” 
BL 


F 


e 
4 
3 
4 


BY 
, 
: 
: 
* 
2 
— 
, 
* 


5 
42 
* 
\ 
7 
py 
* 
* 
i 


N 
s 
©. 
* 
<A 
* 
* 
= 
4 
= 
* 
* 


2 
TERS 
wy 

+ 
>» 

N 


1 of. Temptations to which © 


© Bl . Me chic deſeribes his importance. oy. faithful 
— friend i is a frrong defence, and be that" hath 
found ſuch à one, batb found a treaſure.” 
| Nothing | doth countervail a farthful friend, 
and bis excellence is unvaluuble. A faith- 
ful friend is the meditins of life, and they that 
fear tbe Lord ſhall find bim. : Whoſo fear- 
„ the - Lord ball Airect bis friend/hip © 
„ aright; for as be is, Dy, all his. neighbour 1 
„ The figures under which 
triendſhip is here typified, ' a frong defence, 
aà dijcovercd treaſure, an unvaluable excel. 
lence, the medicine f life; demonſtrate that 
this celebrated imitator of Solomon's writ- 
inngs was- recommending a virtue which 
be eſteemed as a ſovereign relief to the 
FE troubles, to which man that is. born «4 a 
woman 35 is at all times expoſed. 95 a 
' ax is indeed too feeble a a creature to 1 
k alone in the ſeaſon of adverſity, 
when the winds blow, and the rains deſcend 
and beat upon bim . Let him decline the 
TONE: ns. el | Let him Accept | the 
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ſhelter wen friendſhip” and affefion' SBRM- — 
.. preſent. to him. Many have died of a — 1 
broken heart by refuſing proper and wells 
timed aſſiſtance, and by attempting things 
to high to be atchieved. The fpirit „ . 
. a. man will ſuſtain. hit . wo M 


A. This leads me to conſider b claſs e 
- of the unfortunate, who not having been di- 
5 rected in the choice of 1 
fear of che Lord, as the ſon. of Sirach RS 
5 admoniſheth, diſcover when it "is too late „ 
their miſtake, and draw from it the pre- 
1 ſumptuous inference, that the "WHINE: of . 
. wanne are ſelf h and perfidious. ps 


a rare. to be found, Eager to be poſſeſſed 
Es it, and yet unable to diſtinguiſh mn 
real from the- counterfeit, ;a man in pro- 1 
; ſperity is extremely liable to be deceived N 
in the choice of his friends. He naturally 1 
3 aſſociates with companions of his own rank 8 
2 jad LS be __— in 2 their e ; Ps 
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inded ſpirit who can bear. „„ We < 


their friends, by ne 


Friendſhip is a jewel of great nutte TE 
1 and, like. other precious jewels, 
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Colour in the cup, and maveth itſelf aright *, 
de takes to be friendſhip. And the train 
0s courteſies and attention he receives from 
bis inferiors, and from all who are, or 

ho hope to be, benefited by, him, * rec- 

bons perſonal eſteem. J 

1 . But, behold! the Lene 3 a 
8 . 3 wheel of life, the ſport of times and 
| chance, turns round, and lays him 5 | 
his power proſtrate in the duſt. Per- 
ceiving that the road to eee 1s 
not now the ſame, his mercenary ex- 
pectants forſake him, and betake them - 
ſelves to others, who are in flouriſhing 
circumſtances, He no longer meets with 

- the obſequious bow, the circumipe@ : ap- 
_ proach, and ſalutations of honour from 
them. Even thoſe WhO formerly could 
not find acceſs. into. his company, aſſume 
. airs of importance, nay of ſuperiority over 
him. The unfeeling world does not ſym- 
ers with him, and often, with a ma- 
Is pleaſure, infults his Ciftreſs, Of this 
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that thy of becken, eren ob, | WER BIT „„ 
complained: But now they. that are nounger — 1 | 
than I, have me in deriſion, whoſe fathers | 
I would" have di Yalined . vs þ 39 55 „ - 2M 
the dogs of my flock * 100 he OR 


This ungenerous 9 1 him uch 5 5 
pain. 2 Upon refleQing, however, on the 
character and ſelfiſh views of thoſe who 
| behave in this. manner to him, he com- 
forts himſelf, . that nothing | better was to 
be expected from hirelings, ſycophants, and „ 
vulgar minds. Why then ſhould he 8 
eaſt down? He- has 1 in [reſerve the der 
3 of his better days, in whoſe FEES 
_ pity and commiſeration he way now 3 
E for "rele in his adverſity, - F 


But now the fatal ſecret comes t to o light, e 
chat he has no friends, nor ever had „„ 
Iaſtend of the hearty welcome he uſed to 5 
| receive from thofe he reckoned in that 
number, he is coldly ſaluted as a diſtant 
| acquainrance. He no longer maintains 
. the place he held in their ſociety ; his im- 


Rong in i e declines, Hl. at 
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from it. Too late he diſcovers to be true, 
What. the ſon :0f\ Sirach . taught; bat 
fame man is a friend. for his orten occa- 
=—_ and will not abide in ; the day of trou- 
ble; and that, ſome friend i is a companion £7 
5 the table, and will not continue in the day 
off his affiftion, who in the day of his Pro- 
55 ſperity was as bimſel If; But dh, when be 
„ brought low, wwas againſt him, and bid © 
1 From vis face *, Or he may lament 
Vith Job; Mine acquaintance. are verily 
 eftranged from me: my kinsfolk have failed, | 
and my familiar friends | have forgotten | me: 
TY all my inward friends abborred me; and the 


whom T loved are turned againſt me þ 


- return fo. unexpected tears every 

1 nerve in pieces, and puts all, his ſenſibili- 
: ties to the torture. _Grief | bordering on 
- _  _ - deſpairiat firſt overwhelms bim; emerging 
from Which, a ſullen melancholy, that 
converts his friendſhip. into bitter hatred, 

* darkens bis eountenance, and ſettles in 
n. dap, e next. Nan to bt 
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* Eeclel, vi. 8, 10. N 13. i 4 Job, xix. POR 14. 19. 
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oY nid to 6 Pooerty are a | hed. 


| whether there be exiſting in the buman 
aſt, generoſity, pity, compaſſion, or 


4 any Jorglencat” of a diſintereſted nature. : 


. 


erg. 
TE. -- 


we, 


The language of -civility, and ſtill more 


of kindneſs, he conceives-to be employed, 
in order to conceal under it ſome treache- 


rous deſign. In all his dealings, he pro- 


= ceeds with that guarded caution, as if the 


Whole el his Kind were e and vik 


* 


e 8 * #* 0 
” „ 
9 4 5 Y 
/ : N vw : ; ; : * 2 5 » ; 
+ i 4 5 UI 5 ; ; p + « $ < & : 
i C 1 , 1 1 25 9 4 £ 
- * * < 
* : 
„ 


- Ruminating rneeltindly « on "theſe gloomy - 
topics, he at laſt concludes, that man is 


altogether a ſelfiſh creature, void of all 


- generous joys and generous cares beyond 


himſelf. Such an opinion hardens his 5 
8 heart, and ſkuts | up every avenue by 5 


: which happineſs can find acceſs into It, 


, Whilſt fermenting along with it, envy "" '® 
f the happy, deſpite at the fortunate, rage . 


Y 5 at his falſe friends, thirſt of retaliation, hs 


and the dread of future miſery, drive him 


5 out of ſociety, and he wanders forth a 


= confirmed | and inveterate miſanthrope 5 


or, to ſpeak m more * properly, a | hater of his 5 


wo 
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| SERM. , Naw did we liſten ah 1 £God, 
— ſpeaking to us in our original feelings, and 
in Holy Seripture, the very idea of falling 
into this ſtate of mind would fil us with 
borror. We would pereeive, that the 
deſire of ſeeing and rendering others miſer- 
able is miſery: and that all which is de- 
lightful in our commerce with the world, 
ariſes from loving and being beloved. A 
plan of life founded upon enmity at our 
ſpecies, is ſufficient- in "itſelf to render the 
man . who acts upon it completely un- 
happy. It muſt likewiſe make him wicked. 
Thou alt love thy neighbour as thyjelf, is 
the ſecond, like to the firſt and great, com- 
mandment of the law. The ſame was 
appointed by our Saviour to be the teſt, by 
which his diſciples were to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the reſt of mankind. A new com- 
mandment, ſays he, 7 give unto you, that 
Je love one another ; as I have Loved Jon, 
tbat ye a If love one another : By this hall al 
men know that ye are my diſciples, US ye 
have love one to another '*, *. _ From this love, 8 


= | 
- Fa N 8 5 
. 2 "If ve, 1 : Fe 5 12 2 0 1 — 


- Joh, xiii, 30% 35. ide 1 
FP hic 


Fhich may be called 55 e le 2 
Bewelen e, flow all the duties e e 2 

under the ſecond table of the law. If ha- 

tred inſtead of love be the ſpring of our 

action, the fountain being poiſoned in its 

Pource, the ftreams that, iſſue from it muſt 1 


OY 


Nor is "thts all. 0 unnatural an enmity 
at our ſpecies incapacitates us from loving 
God. For the principle of piety is con- 
genial with the principle of benevolence, 
grows up with and derives energy from it, 
but vecines and dies, if the other be rooted 
-out. This is taken notice of by che 
els John in theſe words: Ta man fy, 
Ibove God, and hateth bir brother, be is 4 
iar; For be that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath feen, how can be love God whom 
be bath not ſeen? And this commandment 


bave ue from him, het he te OOO 
. ee 


| Fafficient abibority for the: ape ide | 


we are all 5 Conn Or of "5: 


5 e 


1 Fee” | 8 1 1 Jobs, iv. 20, 21. 
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ꝑ—S 07 FE 22 W 
£ SBRM. ON benevolence, | This is all -we. can 
— juſtly infer from it, hat we have erred 
in our choice, and ae miſtaken a cer- 
tain convivial turn of mind, and the ex- 
cCähange of courteous actions, for friendſhip, 
But becauſe; our ſummer companions have 
fled away with a retiring ſun, it were un- 
generous to think, that friendſhip itſelf, 
| ke the phoenix. of Arabia with all its fine 
oY and golden plumage, exiſted, only in the 
Aàulreams of ar, and 1 in the Tables . 7 
. 7 the DR. 


- Thos | is | friewddhip 3 in the world. 
: Fi are not mercenary and perfidious. 
Let not the guilt of a few, or even of the 
3 many, be imputed to the whole; nor 
dur nature be eſtimated 8 Randatd ſo far 
beneath its value. „ HK, * 


| Should our een W hott occa- ” 
5 801 by villainy or oppreſſion, neither is 
duhis a reaſon for ſuppoſing that all men are 
dAaieſtitute of juſtice and integrity. Violence, 
| it is true, has been as old as Cain, and 
fraud of nearly. the. fame antiquity. - But 

2 innocence can | boaſt of an p one _— 
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_ l Ae kody- regards . 
©. happineſs of others, have pas Ser — 
the beginning of time, and will „„ 
its end. In the diſlike borne to individuals. TBE 
that may have injured us, let us not in- 

volve the whole of our kind. Let us re- 
member that God made man in his own. 
inage, and that although we have ſought = 
many inventions, we till retain difſtin@ and 5 
ue veſtiges of our celeſtial origin. 


" Laſtly, As to thoſe Who pretended. lobe 5 
to us for their own ſelfiſh ends, and. . 
therefore abandoned us in our "diſtreſs, 
their deſertion i 18 ſurely more to be Te) joiced i 
in, ' than regretted. ; They are a moſt 8 
unhappy, but an unavoidable. attendant _ ip: 
on opulence. They gather together, like 
te eagles, whereſoever the carcaſe is f, to 
mu upon and devourit. Should the days of 
our former years return, they too will 
return with flattery in their lips, with 
freſh profeſſions of friendſhip to 1 a 
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. Of thoſe who have been ae ved, . 
betrayed, and ruined by their ee 


or thoſe in whoſe ot: uy: placed 
: confidence. 


Among Mites fy that "re 


ſeen paſſing through this region of the 

valley of poverty, I perceive one 0 
figured with wounds he received 
the houſe of his fathers. Of amplchy 


of character, unſuſpicious of harm, free 
of guile, and as ignorant of the 


crooked ways of the world, as the 


infant on the breaſt of its mother, 5 
relied, with unbounded confi lee, on 
1 friends and relations, who brought him 


to ruin. He was not forſaken, but be- 


: trayed ; ; he was- not deſerted, but plun- 


dered. Affection gave the Kiſs, and love 
the ſtab that laid him low. 5 | 


80 dreadful a return to his =" 


: awakes him, like one. aſtoniſhed with a 
Fearful dream. Where he expected a life 


5. 1 


of peace and happineſs, and was. bleſſed 
in the flattering idea, he has experienced 


the bittereſt miſery, The vineyard he 
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| to the mournful ſituation here 
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8 ths: choice. viner,. . 5 pro- — 
dueing its proper fruit, brings forth toi, ; 
FJrupen, and is only fit for briers and thorns 
N in it *. His home has become 
4 c for- ound 9 break bis . ard on 2 E 
habitation of dragons tg devour * ** 8 
1 Appalled with ſuch prodigies of wicked: 
. neſs,” he wiſhes to fly from them into _ 
wild ſolitudes, "where the foot of man 
never trod, to beſeech that redreſs from 
heaven, which he cannot here obtain. 
In the complaints of David, who, as ap= 
| pears from his writings, was no ſtranger 
deſcribed; _ 
bis bear is fore puind Jvithin hm ; and the 
7 . terrors of death are fallen upon bim. Fear- 
fang and trembling are come upon him. 
TJ In the anguiſh of his ſoul he figheth, 5 
bat 7 bat inge lite a dove; nt t 
would I fly away, and be at reſt Lo then 
would I wander fur off; and remain in 


 the' wilderneſs.” I would haſten . er 
Vm on 5 wh and tempeſt.” EW - 


* "Ila, v. —56. T5 * If. xxx. 15 
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Of the Temptations to liebe: 


in vain; for memory, Auel to his ae 
attends him in his fancied exile: Z was not 


an enemy that reproached me, then T could 
D have borne it ; neither was it he that hated me, 


eee, 17 e een 


was „ thou,” a nan, mine "equal, my. guide, 


mine acquaintance, my friend and brother. 
We took. faveet counſel together, and walked 


unto the houſe of God in company . Theſe 


| dear and affecting ſentiments, continfied 


with ſo treacherous a behaviour, excite 


a conflict within him, which nature ſcarce 


can bear ; till at. laſt, rage and dire i impreca- 
tions give it a temporary relief. Let 


95 death ſeize upon them, and let them go 


down quick into bell, for wings i in 


their dwellings, and among them 7. 


"Fg. is 2 fearful truth, and the. n 


| ſickens to think upon it, that this ſitu- 
ation of diſtreſs is not ideal. There are 


inſtances,. though, for the honour of our 


nature, we would hope they are rare to 
de found, Where the character laſt de- 


To * Pf, ly. pili . Pf. FRE 16. a | 
ED: 1 0 ünented 


* 


| who! en benefited- by him inthe. 
Eindlieſt manter. Strangers, nay⸗ alien "2 
will pity, and be diſpoſed to relieve. him, 
_ whilſt this brood of Ifeariot firſt betrayed, 
and then ſhut up their bowels of * 
fon againſt him. 3 1 ” 


The dagger of a End gives a 


that the weapon of an enemy cannot wat 


dh inflict. It ſtrikes under the fifth rib. 


The bite of an enraged ſerpent i is not more 


mortal. Friendſhip abuſed, favours ill- 
requited, and the-evils we receive in e 
houſe, and from) the hands * thoſe \ we 
ou are: the death of deaths. i 
Should it be our melancholy na to meet 
ich ſuch treatment, let us look up to 
the croſs of Chriſt, and learn from him, 
how to regulate our ſpirit. We cannot be 
expoſed to ſuch wrongs and inſults as he - 
endured, or be wounded as he was, in be 
mou of bis n e 
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= = of enduring more fro: 
mankind, than any Perun ever did. Yet 
In the courſe of a troubled life, deſpiſed | 
Do rejected by bie own, wwho received him 
n he maintained the aſcendancy 


i 


of the Temf rafionr to which. 


bir ings, he held the ſorro wu 8 
om the ingratitude of 


of his 
meekneſs, his patience, and reſignation, 


over the reſentful feelings. Even in the 
agonies of death, to whieh he was ſold 
and betrayed by falſe friends, he was ſo 
compaſſionate as to pray for thoſe Who 


were crucifying him; Father, forgive mn 15 


0 they know wot what they do f. 


6. Some of a contemplative N 4 


ally if their misfortunes have been occa- 
ſioned' by the neglect or the 
others, form gloomy opinions of the provi= 
dence of God. They remark that genius 5 
and virtue are often languiſhing in the 
ſhade, whilſt ignorance, folly, and profi- 
_ gacy-are. proſperous in the world. This 
5 Jeads: them to call in queſtion the wiſdom 


villainy of 


of that diſtribution of wealth, eaſe, inde · 
| pendeney; ans the na gifts of fortane, 


: * Jokn, 3 2 1. 5 4 4 Lake, x xii. * 
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- Reaſoning from their own caſe, they. con- — ng © 
. clude that they have met with unkind, if 
not, what is. worle t to bear, with e and 


7 unjuſt treatment, 


In the e A by Job, 9 3 
1 by the author of the ſeventy-third Pfamm 
we find that the proſperity of the wicked 
may ſuggeſt, even to good men, ideas of 
the divine government that are gloomy and 
| diſpiriting. Job, in his own defence, thus 
addreſſes his vexatious | and troubleſome 
comforters : Mark me, and: be aftomſhed, | 
and lay your hand upon your mouth. Even i 
. when J remember, I am afraid, and trem. . 
5 ling. taketh hold of my fleſh. Wherefore do 
the wicked live, become old, yea, are ee V 
in power *? The Pſalmiſt, as above 
£ quoted, obſerves : But as for me, my ter 
were almoſt gone; my Arpt bad well-nigh __ 
list. For I was envious at the fooliſh, 
_ hen I Jaw the proſperity of the wicked. oof 1 
Tbey are not in trouble at other men; © 
te are YO N as ebenen. T7, There 
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of the 25 emprations to which 


"Mp ER M. . fore bride compaſſeth them about at a "EIN z . 
* violence covereth them as a garment. 5 Beir : 


e and out with  fatneſs ; hg have more : 
OY heart could wiſh % © 


| When theſe holy men were «thus filled 
| with doubts, we are not to wonder that 

falſe and impious concluſions, regarding 5 
the providence and character of God, have 


been drawn by” minds not ſo 8 as. 
| . 0 


CF - 


Hence Ga SLE 3 chat 8 
Affairs are left entirely to chance, and that 
either there i is no intelligent head of the unij- 

verſe, or, if there be one, chat he does not care 
for creatures like us fo infinitely. below his 
notice and regard. They queſtion, How | 
doth God know ? and i 10 there ah i 8 
the Mz of High 5 ? 


Some again, sing! into OY ice ex- 
treme, reſolve all things into abſolute fate, 
an hypotheſis that, traced: out: in its legi- 


timate ge terminates i in a atheiſm, 
42 like the former. Hh, | 720 | 
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| 5 0 "Others; milled: by: the ork rv © 
nutte philoſophers, reject the firſt principles” 8 
of religion, reckon the ſublimeſt Widen". 


5 e e and become avowed infidels. 3 os 


 Laftly,: on ts head, others ES to . 2 
ſelves an image of God, after the ſimili-: 
| tude of their own dark and partial ſouls. 
They regard him as a being who loves and „ 1 
hates; who beſtows and withholds light, VVV 
and graces, and virtues; who rewards and „ 5 
puniſhes, not according to the rules of A 
dom and goodneſs, but according to an ar- 5 
bitrary fatality of will, that binds in imm ; 
mutable and everlaſting chains, the Whole 
ſeries of things, paſt, preſent, and to con e. 
The effect of ſuch opinions on a Heart 
a broken with. misfortunes: is beyond deſcrip- 
= tion. It produces bY eligious deſpair, which | | 
takes from them all expectations of mercy - / 
and forgiveneſs, of peace and reconciliation 
with their God. Their paſt ſufferings ſem 
to prove, that they belong to that number, 5 | 
po are devoted, from \ all eternity, to . „ 1 
retrievable perdition. . LACY: have no ce com- : pr . 2 . 
7 an. is „ 1 
eee 80 


: 1 7 in a 5 1 8 believe. 8 


Of the Temptation to 4 


8 IT 1 M. 3 ge them into the unfathomable 56. | 
a 4 where peace and reſt can never dwell, 


| where hope never comes, and from heme: 5 
no eſeape can ever poſſibly be made. 5 


Gilead has no balm, and even . 
no phyſicjan for theſe maladies, till they 
who are afflicted by es ſhall Sel of 28 5 
change their creed, - x 


Atheiſm is the forlorn. 8 . laſt 
deſpairing reſort of a mind loſt to bappi- 5 


. neſs. Whether concealed under the form of 


monads or elenſentary - principles of Epi- 
curus, whether under the veil of fate or 
the groſs maſk of materialiſm, or whether 
under the plauſible guiſe of a ſeries of finite | 
_ cauſes, generating each other in ſucceſſion, 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, it can give 
no relief to thoſe, eee with ſor- - 
rows, and troubled in ſpirit. | 


- Deiſm ſhines like the moon, wok "x 
| owed beams, not with genuine ſelf· ſprung ; 
light. To one puffed up by the wiſdom 
"of this world, and with the ideas of dig- 
nit! „independence, and reſources falſely 


aſcribed. to human N it _ oppor 
an 


DOS 


WT "EY to Poverty are el * 


an all-ſufficient aide; in the day of n SE! - 


rity. But when misfortunes preſs 2 
B15, ; by caſe under conſideration, he will 
find that it gives à dubious and ancertain = 
light, retires when he has r | occaſion 
for aſſiſtance, and, leaving Mine at laſt alone ä 
and benighted, wanes e into total m | 
OY: darkneſs, | : 


"Thoſe, again, he conceive. 5 1 = 
Governor of the univerſe is a capricious, RE 


arbitrary, malevolent, revengeful Being, 5 
can derive no conſolation i in their diſtreſs, 5 


from a religion founded in grace, mercy, 
and love. 1 again repeat it, they muſt 

periſh in deſpair, except they abjure their 
creed, and ſeek for light and knowledge 
regarding the character of God, and the 
duties he requires of us, in that plenteous ö 
ſource of information, which he has been 
pleaſed to open to mankind in the goſpel. 
Then, and not kill then, will they learp, 
85 that he is the ſame wiſe and good, gra- 
cious and merciful Being, in our adverſity 
as in our proſperity, | in the mortal as in 

he natal hour, Then a wil "_ be * 5 
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dꝛsbom the Lord loveth, be . LK : 
 ſeeurgetheveryſon ee be receiveth*, Then 

will they feel the divine influence of that 

piety, which alone can preſerve us firm and 

cerect, amidſt all the ſhocks. and convulſions 

of worldly things, and enable us to look 
beyond them to that 50 which e 

7 een „„ 

„ conclude i in the ji FR BN to patience 5 
founded by St. James, on the belief 2 

. che 8 appearance of Chriſt. | 


- Be patient therefore, 1 unte the 
coming of the Lord. Behold the buſband-. 
man wwaiteth for the precious fruit of . the 
_ earth, and hath long hatience for it, until 
he receive the early. and latter rain. Be Je 


alſo Patient; J Aabliſb your. hearts ; ag 25 | 
| comune. of { the Lord draweth WH 
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8 Wo . have 1 required of ee, ; 1 85 me 
_ them not before I die. Remove far from | 
me vanity and lies; ; give me neither poverty _ 
nor riches ; feed me with food convenient 

for me: 1 I be fall, and deny thee, and 

| Jay, Who is the Lord? or beft I be poor, 
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4 'the Temptalione to which 955 reduced 
pleaſure, and ſo prone to diſſipation. as ours, 


— this is an e e 1 to 


be ſeen. 


kiving in a manner too ex 


Some fl f into a "Akio of indigence, by 


Some, through negligence and 


| mina, allow their affairs to go into 


ſuch confuſion, as at laſt involves them in 
ruin. Others of an ambitious, or of a 
covetous diſpoſition, inſtead of reſting ſatiſ- 


| fied with moderate, or even plenteous cir- 


cumſtances, 'embark in' ſuch 'vaſt projects, 


as putall they have to wreck. Many, by 


2 looſe and debauched courfe of life, waſte 


- both their ſubſtance and their conſtitution. 


Others, by villainy, and attempting to over- 


5 reach their neighbours, are caught in their 


i by the infamous. and elt 
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| oven ſnares, and come to beggary. Many | 
throw away their goodly poſſeſſions without . 


credit, pleaſure, or the ſmalleſt enjoyment, | 
etl tial — of 


That fiat: fy Y, the 1 | 
pers to which remain to be conſidered, 


ue from the tro former! in one material 
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C thas come of CT without any. fault w 
of our own, the other is to be Sy 
= aſcribed to human folly and depravity. 


| The pain, troubles, and diſtreſs aki 
from misfortunes, are called % ufferings. 
The miſeries cauſed by wickedneſs are 
called Puniſhment, whether they be external, 


 Injuring our eſtate, our perſon, or reputa- 


tion; or whether internal, occafioning re- 
morſe. The ſtate of the mind in theſe 
? two fituations | is altogether different. 
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It 3 is, in itſelf, no diſgrace to deſcend 0 


; from parents in a low condition, as there is 
no merit in being born to a title, or heir * 
a great eſtate. Neither is it in the leaſt 
| diſhonourable to be reduced to want, by | 
accidents we could neither foreſee nor pre- 
vent. In both conditions, we have the 
comfort to reflect, that we were not the 
5 guilty cauſe of what hath come upon us. 
It was the doing of the Lord, which, with 9985 


. conſciouſneſs of innocence, is ſurely | 


| the greateſt of all ſupports in adverſity. 
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pleaſing hope, that he who humbled may . 
again exalt, that he who caſt dewn may 


3 _ uplift, and that, in the event of things, . 
he will make our light Miction, which is : 


but for a moment, work for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of” glory .. 
This will enable us to ſay with Job: Shall 


due receive. good. at. the Band of God, and 
N ſhall we not receive evil 4 The To 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; ; ble {ſed | 
be tbe name of the Lord . 


How entirely unlike, 3 f 24g more p 
miſerable 1 Is the man, who, being i in afflu- | 


_ ence, and in a ſituation. to continue in - 
bas loſt his birth-right, and, with that, all 


the pleaſures « of independence, by a life of 


85 diſſipation and profligacy. He is expoſed - 
to every kind of diſtreſs, deſcribed in the. 


ſecond: part of this head of diſcourſe, ag- 


1 gravated with the ſore and excruciating 


reflection, that he himſelf only i is to blame 


as their guilty cauſe, This f is the principal 5 
and ſevereſt ingredient in the fentiment of 
: remorſe. As rt ſeen } in | expefation, 1 is 
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with the clamours of his creditors _} 
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| how tormenting is the ght, that the 1 1 ; 
| ſion. of his fortune, the ee of e v2 
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— + — Mis nible when alone. Terror makes him 
aid en every fide.” Fir Hrengtb 10 
8 1 5 hunger- bitten, and defirufiion' is ready at 
. Bi- Ade. It devours the AHrengtb of bis 
tin; even the glb of death” 'devours 
his ffreugtb *. The reflection on his paſt 
life prerwhdld! him with ſhame, con- 
fuſion, and the ſenſe of guilt. His pro- 
ipect into futurity is attended with feelings | 
of doubt, horror, and deſpair. He is 
8 like the! troubled ea, ' when it cannot reſt, 
| whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt f. 
Wherever he goes, he is tortured 3 
_ the worm that never. 2 98 and Tome _ 
F that i is not quenched |, dd Laos 


CT When he comes out of nas into ibs 
ER; World, he reads in the countenance, and 
3 - hears in the diſcourſe, of the good and 
= pious, "the condemnation of his worthleſſ- 
1 neſs. He enters into their ſentiments. He 
ſ— | looks at his behaviour with their eyes, and 
dees that he is the juſt and proper ob- 


. 1 Jet of their mw: and is an out- 
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him the fear of puniſhment. If man thus | „ 
| paſſes ſentence againſt him, what has — 4 
to. dread, from the awakened ſword. of di- „„ 
| bi Juſtice, who. hath. tregſured up 8 e 
1 bimfel, * wrath. againſt the day, of . or; rath, 1 
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| Exiled from. the ſociety of the virtuons, 
and deſperate with his upbraiding reflections, 
he reſorts to the midnight haunts of t the ſons „ 
of Belial, He joins with them in their repro. 
bate diſcourſe, in their derifion of rightequſs — 4 
neſs and righteous characters, in their bla. : 
phemies againſt Providence, and their dif- „ 
avowal of every principle, moral and mt. | -: 
gious, human and divine. He thus hardens 1 
himſelf more and more in ſin, till at laſt, „ 
deſtroying all ſenſe of honour and Ma, „ 
and extinguiſhing che holy light of con- **Vk 
; ſcience, he erates the few traces of the TR. 
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fe forth to retrieve his affairs, by every ex- 
pedient that” boldneſs, | Rrengthened” b 

| pt. He over- reaches . 

| the Gail, de lpory upon friends, he 
cheats : at gime, he cou nterfeits and forges, 

he ſteals, and robs; J till either Juſtice, ar- 
reſting him in his career, puts him to an 
Sgnominious: death, or till his repeated diſ- 
appointments, and diſhonours, and oY 
rid the world of him by his own atrocious 
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But we. would mY others, who. ö 
danger of following their example, to deſiſt 2235 
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in time, leſt they be Partakers « of their S 
mal fate. Let them regard their falling „ 
into 3 as the Juſt puniſhment of mar 
| chuſtifhiient efficacious, in deterring them i 
from being diſobedient, for the future, o 
| his holy Will. Tauę t by experience that e 1 
hu miliation and Want, hat remorſe ank 
miſery, are the bitter fruits of. iniquity; let - 
them fo ent of their fins and reform their 7 
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that they may 8 2 the wrath: N 
| loſing - anch 0 ee V 
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young. and | unexperienced, „ho conſtitute „ 
bu part of wy kelpectable audience, = 
to beware of being infected with the mn. 
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— that i it never aroſe 


- any where or at any time, a8 FR La dane N 
at preſent i in this land. It attacks all ranks 
and orders of men, and being ecountenanced 


by faſhion, is more dang gerous : and enſnaring Ss 


than fins branded with infamy. 


Fa 


To that. it 18 e who uy com- 
| mand of time, and who make it-a_deter- 


_ mined rule of their conduct to riſk nothing - 
of conſequence, gaming may be conſidered 

as an amuſement entirely innocent, Still, 
however, after making this. conceſſion, I : 


would admoniſh youth to be on their guard 

_ againſt contracting a taſte, and frequenting | 
the company of ſuch as are profeſſedly 
5 addicted to it. Eaſy are habits in it ac-⸗ 
quired. They who indulge in them, Will 
be enticed. from leſs to more, from Tmaller 
to greater adventures, till they be brought 
7 to. min. NIE: e of war and Public 
I „ Apthing bas pro- 
0 deed, th. * uch revotat ons“ in pro- 
perty, and has cauſed” the 4 ownfal "of ſo 
many flouriſhing and opulent al As 
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Non, . 


> of / 7 Folly Po re a re expoſed.” 
1 muſt be the feelings. of a man, 


9 who mo reduced himſelf thus ſuddenly and 
unworthily to a ſtate of poverty? He was | 
_ yeſterday in plenty, was. clothed in mu N 


linen, and fared fumpruouſly.- | 


f bas r met with no misfortunes, no eee ; | | 
no 1 viſitations of Providence. Yet to-day 
Ir as the beggar. formerly laig-of 


he is as po 
bis Fate. His money, his houſes, his lands, 


5 are all vaniſhed as if by enchantment. He 
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goes to lleep, and ſoon awakes, thinking 5 


all which i 1s paſt a troubled dream, an illu- 


ſion of a diſturbed fancy. But there j is a pang. 85 
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which quickly undeceives him, piercing 


him with ſorer anguiſh than a thouſand 
poiſoned. arrows can infſict. Te ita 
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pale and faint, and oft in the frſt Parr fits 1 
of deſpair, and firſt ſtorm of remorſe, „ 


SERM. age + andcoumry, Fertheretve uſe to think; 
9 ofe to that pitch of normity,. 
5 any N or at any time, as it has done | 
at preſent i in this land. It attacks. all ranks 

and orders. of men, and being eountenanced 

a faſhion, i is more dangerous and 1 8 
| (a {ins branded with 1 | 


"To. thats; it is allowed, vho' have LA 
mand” of time, and who. make it a Aer 

| mined rule of their conduct to riſæ nothing 
- of conſequence,. gaming may be conſidered | 
as an amuſement entirely innocent. Still, 
however, after making this conceſſion, * 

5 vould admoniſh youth to be on their guard 

Sa - againſt contracting a taſte, and frequenting 
tte company of ſuch as are profeſſedly I} 

| addicted to it. Eaſy are habits in it ACn 

„ quired. They whs. indulge f in them, Will 
„„ 18 0 be enticed. from leſs to more, from Tmaller 
0 greater adventures, till they be brought 

to ruin. The accidents of war and public 

| bankruptcies. excepted, nothing has pro- 

duced, with us, ſuch revoluty ns: in pro- 

perty, and has cauſed the downifal of. fo £ 

many. flouriſhing and opulent f famili es, a8 
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unworthily to a ſtate of poverty? He vs ” 
1 mae in plenty, was clothed. in . 1 


linen, and fared. ſumpruouſly. 


- has met. with no, misfortunes, no: ee . ö 
no viſitations of Providence. Yet to-day 
T he i 1s as poor: as the beggar. formerly laid at 


bis gate... His money, his houſes, his lands, 


are all ſhed as if by enchantment. He 
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goes to lleep, and ſoon awakes, thinking 


al which i 18 paſt 2 troubled dream, an illu- 


ion of: a diſturbed fancy. But there j is a pang. wr 
b which quickly undeceives him, piercing 
him with ſorer anguiſh than a thouſand 
: poiſoned. arrows can inflict; He ſtarts up 


pale and faint, and oft in the firſt Paroxyſms 
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ations, to. which. poverty, whether. occa- 


ſioned by the neceſſity of our birth, by | 


misfortunes, - or by: folly and wickedneſs 
expoſes ws) — perſon, in moderate 


c ch are 1 firong and n numerous 1s tempt. 


"R an „dame kind or — Sedltufirmed 
_ - at great length. This is not neceſſary. A 


few general remarks will, it is hoped, ſuffice 
to vindicate ak a of Agur's pra 
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Agreeable to. the plan, already laid down 
and proſecuted, let Us take "the inſtance of 


a a perſon born, educated, and occupying the 


middle ſtation of 1 fe, by which 1 would | 
be underftood to mean, 4 condition of 
independence, above the ſtraits of indigence, 
and free from the incumbrance of great 
riches, and which: muſt, therefore, Tory 
| according to the rank we hold i in ſociety. | 


| Ihe love of truth. and Jullivs 8 na- 
f tural. to. us, one ſhould conclude, that ſuch 
as are brought up in plenty, would not 
| contract in their youth a. falſe and diſhoneſt . 
diſpoſition. For, independent of the ami- 
able ſimplicity of that age, it is not eaſy to 
aſſign any poſitive cauſe, why their firſt 
principles ſhould” be tainted with villainy. 
They? are not pinched with hunger and 
cold, nor doſthey wear the tattered garb of 
poverty. All gs Wants are ans 2255 5 
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1 \ble aeſires graf eo! 1 With s 
inc aan en ſtature their minds advance 2 | 
in ae and they ſoon 1 perceive 
hat they have a ſtation to occupy, 


which! 4 ſacred. ea 10 the rights of 
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h * are ial Ader parents anxious | 
to inſpire them with principles of truth, 


| honour, and integrity. Together with the 


. 1 


ahnen of uſeful knowledge, they /* 
taught, that falſehood blots the character bh 
with a ftain never to be waſhed out. They 
are tinctured with a regard for religion, 
which, baniſhed from the palace, and too 
oft ten excluded from the cottage,” takes up 
ler peaceful abode with thoſe who enjoy a 
_ competency,” This rich and prayer of the 
ſon of Jakeh. fortifies them in all 
their virtuous e and places the 
deformity and danger of wick 


— 


om -edneſs i in a 
point of vie ww v, of *all others, the moſt in- 


 tereſting to beings who conſider themſelves 
ax\candidates for. glory and imm ortalityy,. 
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ſions, acquires an open and gt 
of ſentiment. Actions, which wo! 
| fmall demerit, and eveñ e Cu 
in ſtraitened circuraſtances, a are in 6 eyes. 
vile and diſhonourable. The ſame happy 
competency that cheriſhed the ſeeds of 
Virtue. in their young minds, continues to 
* Den them, with. their Tipe ning years, and 
| to. ee dae them, in the courſe of their 
lives, obedient. to her ſacred admonitions. 
. perſon thus. eſtabliſhed in 
_ and religious principles, and placed in the 
condition here ſuppoſed, diſhoneſty from 
_ whoſe. temptations. Agur prays. firſt. to. be 
| kept, can make no impreſſion. He is not 
purſued with claims he cannot anſwer, and 
With debts. he cannot pay. His income is 
5 equal to all the proper exigencies and rea- 
ſonable expences of his ſtation. He has 
plenty without ſuperfluity, anc be enjoys : 
the Pleaſures | of life without their ſinful 
2 Lat He is s not. chained down by 
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uſe of deceitful language. Lying, as will 
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But, further; it will follow rom the up . 
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form i in him habits of dangerous diſſipation, | 
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oof his af- 


or break a mind too erect to bend to the 


ſtorm which beats upon it. The line of 


his love and his friendſhip is uſually bleſſed, 


1 iderations of a mercenary and 


| political; nature. He affociates with his 3 


equals in eaſe and independence, 


8 quietly through life, his enjoyments many, 25 


his troubles and inc uietudes few. He i is 


b not ſtung with the anguiſh of lamenting 
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s SER M. bi den of God, is the ans wich 
— he himſelf aſſigns, for offering up this 


His very infantine toys, bis dreſs 2 
amuſements when a boy, the adulatio: 
of the domeſtics, viſitors, and a hs 


"1 | vances into Fourth, al . 10 implant 


petition. Remove, ſays he, far from me 
vanity ; give me not riches ; left I be Full, * | 


den ny Des and Jay, Who i is the Lord ha 


Now, a a may be placed: Ke: an 
opulent ſituation by his birth, or he may 


be raiſed to it in theſe three ways: firſt, by 


good fortune, as it is called; ſecondly, by 


3 villainy and oppreſſion ; thirdly, by patient 

and virtuous induſtry. * Theſe different 
a conditions, together with the temptations | 
_ cauſed by them, we . een in he , 


order now mentioned. | 
Ws 2 Of the temptations 10 hich a man 


. is Tn” who ! 18 1 in 4 ſitüation of 
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opulence by! his birth. „5 
The heir of a great ee ſoon. begins 


to feel the importance that belongs to the 


rank in ſociety in Which he was 'byey- | 
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of his family, received by him as. he ad- 
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W opening mind, Aa ſtrong: 1 pr nople SERM. 
E:) vanity. He ſees others of the ſame — 
age neither clothed, indulged, or courted 
like himſelf. His heart ſwells. _ He be- 
comes conceited, aſſuming, and impatient | 


of control; and concludes that he MM 
_ of a different —_— . 1 5 


While he i is under the rod of a tutor, 
or the frown of a. parent, he may be 
compelled to make ſome. effort i in order to 
acquire knowledge. But no ſooner is he 
ſet at liberty from theſe reſtraints, than he 
throws off the maſk, and appears in bis 
true colours. His increaſe in ſtature is 
no longer accompanied with a proportional ts 
| increaſe in wiſdom, He ſuppoſes that 
Bis riches will procure him reſpect, inde- 
pendent of all perſonal accompliſhments. 
He deſpiſes the uſeful talents of the man of 
| buſineſs, and loſes all reliſh for the elegant 
WO of ſcience and literature. He 
will not-inure himſelf to the labour of ap- 
plication, to the pain of reſearch, and ww” 
the F and long- continued exertions 
of mind, which eapacitate a man for ſhin- 


ing, and being uſeful | in he 40 partments of 
"_ life, 1 N a E 
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The Auen of the anſeitling bes : 


1 
— ing neglected in this ſhameful manner, his 


heart, likewiſe, is' allowed to Tun waſte, 7 
It becomes as the garden of the: luggard. 
Where flowers and fruits ought” to grow 
in perfection, nothing but noiſome weeds 
are produced. If he ſhall ſtudy to excel in 


any thing, it is in the ſports of the field, 


in the artifices of the gambler, or, perhaps, 
in thoſe ſhadowy ornaments, dignified of 
late, and ſo violently recommended under 
the name of the graces, learned by him at 
firſt, and worn ever after, at h ex Pence 
of truth, honour, and integrity. 


5 Let us now conſider him placed at 


88 the head of his affairs, the ſole and uncon- 


trolled maſter of himſelf, and his eſtate ; 


and let us enter, for a men, date his 
feelings. ON Ro Feat 5 


To part of chis ni attention. to 8 


ſubject is of the utmoſt importance. 


When he contemplates his ample po- 
ſeſſions; when he looks upon his Piendld 
equipage,” his ſumptuous table,” His rich 


attire; when he reflects on the numbe 


1 5 off ee within his reacli'; 
| 75 . dad, 
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t o which Ricker 9 27. 
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9 dition, with that of the great bulk of man- — 


Find, it is ſurely natural to feel a certain 
1 8 degree of vanity. This ſentiment acquires 
ſtrength, from his obſerving that others 
view his ſituation in the ſame light with 


bimſelf. Riches, the chief ſource of influ-. | 
_ ence, in a civilized age, give him high . 5 
portance. Many depend upon him for 


b He can occaſionally benefit others, 
and can make thoſe who contradict and op- 
poſe him feel the weight of his reſentment. 
This increaſes his friends, and diminiſhes 
his enemies, A crowd of expectants flatter 

| him... Pride uncovereth itſelf before hit im, 


beauty yields to his addreſſes, and even 5 


wiſdom rejoiceth i in bis patronage. Where 
ever he goeth, he is received with reſpect. 


He is placed in the chair of honour at a feaſt, 
and 1s Saluted in the mercat place. When 
| he cometh unto an aſſembly, His gold ring 
and Zoodly ly apparel gain him deference, and 
they. Jay : unto N Sit thou. in ee 1 
| 1 5 1 
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d 8 all, when he compares his con- br hg 


incide 10 fo perfectly wits his dan! Where is is 
the wiſdom to be found that ſhall detect, 
that all this courteſy: is paid to the eſtate, 
and not to its proprietor? To one in- 
toxicated with the incenſe of ſuch profuſe | 
and grateful flattery can it ever occur, Bs} | 
were he himſelf reduced to Poverty, he 
would fall at the fame time into a ſtate of 

_ inſignificance, and that his ſucceſſor- in 
wealth would be treated with - the ſame 


deference, and poſſeſs the fame s : 
which he now enjoys? 2 8 Ee: 
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No. This i is not the bee he Eerie 
of things. He believes the world is riglit 
in their opinion of his importance, gives 
way to the pleaſing iltuſiba, and is affected 
with ſuch ſentiments as Nebuchadnezzar 
felt, when he ſald in the plenitude of his 
glory; ; Is not this great Babylon that I have 
Built for © the houſe uf. the ox rye by the 
night of m 150 * 1 an a /e for the wort 4 
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gen every quarter. Averſe to ſerious SERM: 
thought and- to application of any kind, 
he puts the taahagement of his affairs 155 
the hands of N reſerving no other 
care to himſelf than 


n how to ſpend His 


income. His behaviour is not guarded IH 


with that modeſty and eireumſpection, nor „ 
directed by that prudence, by which 
thoſe regulate their conduct who dep 
on their merit and accompliſhments | for 
| the place they are to maintain, and the 
treatment they are to meet with in ſociety. 
He is therefore under fewer reſtraints, fol- 


lows the bent of his . ; "and a I 
"AF his humours. # 


: 0 | 
But allkough: he 1 ms Ws Po „ 432 | 
"abt will not. ſtoop to the induftry of the „„ 
man of buſineſs, yet there is too much 
activity in the mind, to allow him to fit ; 
entirely idle. To paſs the time, and to get 
2 of the bel hours, he employs. him- 
ſelf i in uſcleſs a muſements and trifling com- 
pany, or les in à round of publie 
diverſions, or frequents the deſolating tables 
0 the e He pays no regard to the 
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bl SV . 8 of che ſober and 8 ; 
— He rather takes delight. in provoking it. 
He is ſometimes guilty of mad actions, 
and affects ſtrange ſingularities i in his drels, 
lan guage, and in every part of his behaviour. 
He loves to be talked of, and gazed at; 
and frequently. ſeems to have no other end 
in view, than to afſtoniſh . others, b his 
en and eccentric exceſſes. 8 


2. By ſupplying the means of ing. 
A eee and ſenſual taſte, riches are 
the main cauſe of inſpiring i it. What tfever 
bis eyes acfireth, Be keeps not from them, 
and Be with bold. not his. heart from. any 
Joy This indulgence inflames more and 
more his appetites, and weakens his powers 
of temperance and ſelf- command. is” 
loye for pleaſure 1 1s thus continually. on the 


1 e till it becomes his ruling paſſon. 


Pleaſure enjoyed beyond the boundaries 
ck reaſon and innocence, is productive of. 
many evils. It unbends the ſpring of ac- 
e which! "8, 1 | to pn and hinders | 
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1 | which Richer expoſe N us, 


us Er "diſcharging, properly, the ties. | 
we owe to ourſelves, our families, and our — 
; country.” It corrupts the heart, deſtroys . 
our reliſh for intellectual enjoyments, and 

abſtracts us from the cultivation of thoſe. 


diſpoſitions and habits, which ally us to the 
world of ſpirits. It has given riſe to the 


moſt abominable vices; which have ever - 
5 diſgraced human nature, and have ſunk it 
beneath that rank we hold in the ſcale of : 
being. Hence. pleaſure. was allegorized 5 


by the ancient moraliſts, into an enchant- 
reſs, who poſſeſſed the magic power of tranſ- 
forming man into the filthieſt beaſt of the 
field, incapable of any other happineſs, 

than that of 'wallowing i in the mire > of 185 . 


; ſuality. 85 


e 


Nor does pleaſure ee her ating 


- influences to her own votaries alone. She 
moves in a larger ſphere of deſolation. She 
7 hath brought new plagues upon the earth, . 
id hath clad diſeaſe, and even death, in 


nw terrors. She hath laid youth, beauty, 5 0 
innocence in ruins, hath brought tie 


i brey head 1 in herren 90 the * and mur- 


and 


pc F 2 . 
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Of the Te ” 


ere ths peace of virtuous families be 
idol of the Eaſt, NE ING blood of 
infant ſacrifice, was not worſhipped with 


more melancholy victims, than thoſe which 
are daily offered up at her polluted ſhrines. 


That riches make Uno themſelves wings, 


and flee away as an eagle towards heaven *, 
is a proverbial obſervation of Solomon, the 
truth of which none have ſo fatally proved, 


as the votaries of pleaſure... Their luſts and 


appetites render them blind to the conſe- 


quences of their wickedneſs. As there are 
no bounds fo luxury, to imaginary wants, 


and unlawful enjoyment ſought for in va- 


riety, ſo their expenditure, by exceedi ing 


25 their revenue, brings them ſoon to want. 


Should they have a propenſity to gaming, 


the madneſs of one night may ruin them 
for ever. Thus riches in the hands of a 
Prodigal are the certain road to poverty. 
Hence it is, that great eſtates are more lia- 
ble to revolutions, than thoſe which oo. 
afford a competency to their humbler, but 


far its proprietors. A: e- 


be, ai 5 * : "i ni 15 


| —_ Eels bare Ae ac 


while the fortune has been ſaved to the fa-! 


mily,: the maſter. of. 1t-has apy AIRY: 


118 A uy penury and debt. 5 „ 
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By a perſon enſlaved to fuck 1 b a 
habits, 15 tottering on the brink of de- 


1 ſtruction, nothing is left undone to repair 
His ſhattered affairs, that he dares attempt. 
His miſerable dependents are oppreſſed to 


the ptmoſt. | They ſtruggle with Tacked 


rents, and unconſcionable leaſes, till they 


ar 2e completely ruined. His vanity, now py 
degenerated i 1ato pride, a diſpoſition. ſ ſelfiſh | 
and cruel, renders him a en 


- ” Bleſſed: a are the people ke live under 
5 ; the Protection of dot laws, 1 a 
0 aids to kis 
removed, the Plunder 


| dread of. puniſhment, ſets any 
Wa ; were this 


d deſolati ion of a whole Province could 
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order to remedy this ſuppoſed evil; . * 
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— E they do 
10 ſuch vicious and extravagan 


cafe and poverty. 


Thiere are many y poſſe vf FE: wil i þ 
ot abandon theinſs _ | . 


e been now deſcribed; yet ſpend Al 1 


income without doing any intentional good. 


Such is the character drawn by our Saviour, 


in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 


The rich man is neither a debauchee, nor 
a ſpendthrift, nor a miſer. . he is con 
demned to the place of torment: Why? ? 


Becauſe he conſumed his income in ſump- 


tuous and magnificent. living, and gave no- 
thing, not the very crumbs that fell from 
his table, to relieve a fellow creature laid 
at his gate, in the utmoſt FR of dif 


6+ * e ; 1 
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3. Riches, in me Ea u 1 a 


5 diſpoſition the reverſe of thoſe we have | 


been now conſidering 1 „ namely, avarice. > 


A IEG -ton; e tw: 


i Gully the. good things beſtowed upon him 
by indulgent Providence, ebntracts a love 


for money itſelf. From being fr 


becomes parſimonious, and then | "greedy of 
| gain, He OLA to part with any thing, 


ps 


ys ' 
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1 which Riches es 


and Places nis Gele delight 1 in 1 ailing 0 on- 5 SERV M. 
tin zally to his ſtock. The hoarding. appe- 3 


tite ſtrikes root, "increaſes i in vigour apace, 


and grows into one of the me 


fixed, and laſting principles of human 
n Like a W f apa, diſeaſe, it 


The next to it, e \ 


NO 


ſure of her powers to charm and enchant; 
it converts pride into meanneſs; and makes 
ambition ſtoop from his eagle flight, to 
Hr in the duſt. It roots out all pity - 
and corapaſſion 3 all ſenſe of honour and 
"ſhame; all friendſhip and affection; all 
generous and patriotic ſentiments. A. 


though avarice ſprang from ſelfiſhneſs, yet 


monſter- Iike it turns upon its parent, and 


devours ſelfiſhneſs itſelf. A thorough miſer 
becomes at laſt deaf even to his own wants, 

a and to every juſt claim of his nature. e 
3j ſearce $ 
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rider and wilder its 155 
baneful influence, till at laſt che anhin NT 
ur comupted-by it. 1 


— ——— 
— — — — Y 


1 admits of no 1 ts : 
but either aſſimulates them to its own 
nature, or deſtroys them. It diſarms plea- 
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himſe 


ts allows hi mſelf the common ente 
of lifes: and: pl; . eres | 


s ere as the beggar who. i in v 
ſolicits charity at his gate. He for ets 
as much as the reſt of mankind. 
His affections center upon one ſingle object, 
Which commands and occupies his whole 
foul. His gold i is unto him as companion 
and friend, as brother and ſiſter, as father 
and mother, 28 his fayiour a and! his god. 
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Mean time the violence of his Aar: ice 
erpetual care. He is. tor- 

3 win Y thouſand i imaginary: fears, 
chat, like as many fiends, haunt bim where-. 
ever he goes. Eyen in poſſeſſion of the 
| greateſt plenty, he is ſometi nes ſeized with 
the horrible apprehenſion of dying. of hun- 


ger. As he advances. in years, When the 


eſt of the paſſions. weak, or ceaſe 
10 influence us, hig covet etouſneſs continues 


mee in ſtr eee It ſets diſeaſe at 
on his ac de, 


defiauce, atten s him 


23 niaintains its ene oe tim, tl 8 u. . 
his laſt pulle hath bet. — : 
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. 1 ly, Riches make a man A or . 
1 religion: i in the language of the prayer 5 | 
c Agur, they make him 8 or deny „% 0 

God, and oy . Who i rs r the Lord? ro a | 


* 
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Pleaſures: within our reach, * RY „„ 
we can eaſily obtain, ha ve ſomething more 
ſeductive in their nature, than even the 
wiſdom of Solomon could reſiſt. Like a 
jets ſeen through a magnifying and flatteer 
hg medium, they are perceived enlarged 3 
in their ſize, and in meretricious colours; 
_ while diſtant good, like diſtant things, 
| ſeems dull and diminiſhed. Hence it is 
argued by the children of this world: mar: 
us ſeize the preſent moment; opportunity „ 
ought never to be ſlighted; time is ever on 
the wing, and flies faſt away; Et us N 
. drink, for HON IEE ave ſhall die *, 


"Now. "a Rd of: temptation. operates. i 4 0 In 
with rout force on the opulent... For. > 
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IN M. thiie 8 by enlarging the ſtirs of tlieir | 
— enjoyment, and multiplying the reſoure 


; cn | £7 1 85 5 
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by means of which they can fulſil their de- 


ſires, give them ſo habitual A propenſity to 
pleaſure, that they diſregard or overlook 


al conſequences. For immediate gratifica= 


tion they will hazard their health, their 


_ riches, and their reputation. Even in the 


clear foreſight of theſe evils, they have not 


| | the reſolution to ſtop. They ſee the preei- z 
paice below: chem, and ruſh down its ruin | 


ous erp, . 3 5 
Ke it, has to 1 55 . hike ſuch as: 


26 ſo deſperate a part with regard to their 
peeſent. Jabel. oh 1 an ear to the 
at W e A en calamities,, 
be afraid of the effects of their wickedneis 
in the world to come? Will the puniſh»: 


ill they who ſet 


ments of hell terrify thoſe, to whom diſ- 


eaſe, diſhonqur, and bankruptey give no 
ſort of alarm ? r” Surely no. They who de- : 


. fpife the prefent, will much more deſpiſe : 
the Amur Judgments of the. Lord, and will 
+; Ramon 


, 


wit, in their aaf dene 


IE we- "appeal to the: anna 18 of the b, 


or conſult the volume of experience con- 
cerning them, we ſhall, accordingly, find 
few names on record, that profeſs much re- 


- gard to religion. Beſides the reaſons already 


_ affigned for their being ſd improvident of 
futurity, we muſt take into the account their 
 kverſion at the ſpirit of chriſtianity; at the 
character of its Author, and the proſpects 
he Were Igbo: the fate: "WI, we 
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| The Gold 18 a addreſſed to walk con- oy 1 
Han not as inhabitants of this world, 
but as candidates for glory and immortality. 


We are not inſtructed. by it, how to amaſs 


riches, how to arrive at power and infſu- 
ence, and how to increaſe and multiply 1 
3 we 4 ; 
are taught to look not at the things wohich 5 
are feen, but at the things which are. not 
| hen: a Vor the Wings which e are OR, are tem- 
EC. 2 5 1 


| preſent enjoyments. On the contrar 
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We are e to dls riches, 
to deny ourſelyes to worldly luſts, to cor- 
rect whatever is irregular in our paſſions, 

to live a life of reaſon and purity, and to 
act under the habitual impreſſion, that we 
are, one day, to Sive an account to God 
of all the deeds done in the body. c Vanity, 5 
pride, ſenſuality, covetouſneſs, rapacity, and 
he other fins to which the rich are prone, 
are all forbidden, as diſqualifying us for en- 
Jjoying the company of ſaints and angels. 
We are informed, that meekneſs and humi- 
lity are the moſt becoming ornament of c our 
frail- and imperfe& nature; ; that ſuch as 
have no higher ambition than to be clothed 
in purple and fine linen, and to fare. ſump- 
PO, 7 tuoufly - every day f, will not be admitted 
5 into the heavenly paradiſe; and that the 
wWworſhippers of Mammon.. cannot be the 
worlhi ONE: of- God. c 
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With the principles and rules of conduct 8 BRM. 
hich Jeſus delivered to the world, his 
own example moſt ' harmoniouſly .corre= 
| ſponded.. Mighty in council, ſtill mightier 
in deeds, he was the ſublime model of vir= _ 
| tue, which he had ſo beautifully exhibited 

1 his doctrines. He was meek and lowly ; : 

e wur full of grace and truth x. He never 
* night after riches, nor uſed his miraculous 
powers to obtain the neceſſaries, far leſs the 
comforts of life; but lived contented with | 
the ſmall portion of the good things of it, 7 
which the bounty of his friends, who were 
themſelves in indigence, could afford to 
| beſtow upon him. He ſcorned to ſtoop to 
the gratifications which conſtitute the chief 
good of the ſenſualiſt and voluptuary. He 
made choice of a fate of ſufferings, as the 
moſt proper condition for enabling him to 
fulfil the purpoſes of his miſſion. © In the 
execution of a ſcheme, altogether unprece- | 
dented in this · world, or planned in the 
eouncils of heaven, his ſucceſs was com- 


kb Dn reliſted every: e kur- 


LY 
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N the Traſtatiine A 


OM 5 1. diet" every difficulty, and atteſted on 
— mount Calvary, that as in life he had been 


lectual 


the ſame cauſe, that the blind can 
R be delighted with colours, and that thoſe 


1 tute of taſte: for the ſweetneſs of melody, 
and who have no vx to n the 1 


proof againſt all the allurements of pleafure, 


fo in death he Was not to d be: Seed cf 
py and torture. - 1 Io: 7 


4 


* 


Can a character of this 9 ao 5 . 
roic, ſpirit, can a religion that would inſpire 
into mankind the glorious ambition of ris 


| valing angels, meet with approbation from 
thoſe entirely, abſorbed in gratifications the 


_ fame in kind with thoſe which form the 


ſole and ultimate happineſs of: the beaſts 
that/periſh ? Impoſſible! We muſt poſſeſa 
the faculty of Perkeirins. moral and intel- 
ty, otherwiſe we can have no 
conception nor love of its excellence; for 


can have no reliſh for muſie ho are deſti- 


many of agrecable ſounds, 10 4am) 


4. 
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10 practice, in ee and aeg an 

een allot; if be und der 

will not be approved of, far leſs be adopted 

ad a rule of manners, ty fack: characters „ 

Vs have been now conſidering. Inſtead ff — | 

commünding their teſtsem, it encites i  - 

them à ſontiment made up of contempt, 3 

hatred, and aſtoniſhment, that ſettles in a 

 Geep-rooted enmity at the very name of 

hriſt. Like Micaiah,, in ancient rimes, 

Gas doth not prophdſy g vol conterds 7 

13 Heh.” bar evil*; 6 they in turn Bae it, 

as A ab hated” the prophiet. They exclüde 

it from their thor gits, or treat it with ridi- 

eule. Shout fear /aþprefieiſions con- EI 

cerring } judlemett” to come, intrude upon 

mem, they etideavour- to repreſs them, by 

— Rudying the witticiſms and ſneering atgu- 
ments of minute philoſophers, which they 

1 upon oxcafions, as the imitative bird = 

repeats a few words By Tote. : In this man- 1 

ner do they lay: hoe 2 h reftrajuts „ 
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i abs a nature; um end 
words of Agur, they 


1 a? 


2 75 N 1 . 8 * * 784 ; 5 124 oe 
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II. 180 os Are, born to a here 
; 1 whom. the Providence of 


raiſed, unexpectedly and without any. ex- 
ertions of Ro hs vn, ram a ate, to 
eee Be e eee aa! 
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Fey can \ bear fo — 5 — a 3 Vith 
a calm and moderate ſpirit. The. ſudden = 
elevation to ſo great a. height, uſually. makes 


them gi ddy 3 and, according a they are 


of a gentle, or of an imperious temper, | 


blows them up with inſuf the ble vanity, or 
with pride. f The change i is not always, at- 
tended with the happineſs erpected from i it. 


— 1ay be- ſaid on 
7 Gael, and. on Jay, es. Gig: Pe i; IR . 
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If the ih ere of their. en munen be en- : 


many e ſeplations they v were never 
troubled with e 5 


22 * 


5 Phe fear of belag cöulldered as dul be⸗ 


longing to their former rank, fills them 


vd a reſtleſs and tormenting jealouſy. In 
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dee words, und attention ; and are ever — 


on the rack, eft ſufficient: honour be not 
rendered unto them. The diſreſpect of a2 
. adividual ſhall blaſt their happineſs, | 
As the withheld homage of Mordecai made 
Haman miſerable in the fulneſs of his glory. 
They ave oi che company of thoſe, formerly. 

| their. intimates; and of friends, to whom, 5 
in their adverſity, they were obliged. Their 
table is furniſhed with gueſts that may do 
them honour;' and they are afraid of admit- 
ting to it ſuch perſons, as might remind 
them of the dunghill, from whence, like 
the muſhroom, they ſprang haſtily up. 
They fawn upon their ſuperiors; aſſume 
airs of dignity and im, Dortance with others, EE 
and look down with contempt on thoſe in 
the condition they” once occupied. ; They 
belong to that Fenerulion of whom Agur 
Lys, 0 bow” "lefty a are their 125 and ther 
©) ge- lid are Med aße. ee en e 
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- But mark their IN 26 
| honour f fin oy e e e ep. 
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the Temptations - 


| d RM. through Abele aun — 


8 repays with ſevere, though conc 
' obſervation, their low efforts to diſguiſe 
their original, Wiſdom learns. low] 
mind from theit preſumption and digat- 
: | hed competency bleſſes God for the hum- 
| with which, a 7 


"he charger aß da e eee and 
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I. Others riſe to W oh 
opulent, in theſe t two 7a 8 3 firſt; by fr Fa 
1 2 _ cn 5 by Yilenge :- 22 and 

opprefiions - GH 6202 xx che ut 2612. 


3 The bangt x who belongs to the firſt of 
theſe clafles, is full, of cunning, guile, : falſe- 
- hood, and;the moſt profound attention 10 
delfintere, Afraid, I fave hnn- 


his vanity: and carefully — . ag 
parade of his wealth. Having . 
e he ole er nauer he is 


1 2 that” his ſa 


ment, that dender Bit RES Wer! | 


dour and magnificence, in which. : mage | 33 
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on open hoſtilities againſt religion, be puts 
on; the form of godlineſs, His creed is the 


$4 + "> * 


creed of. a -pbariſee, which he adopts ta 


ſerye two ends; the one to deceive his 8 


neighbours, the other to pacify the remon= 
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ſtrances of his conſcience ; 
tempts he i is uſually, but not always, ſug- 


compoſition ; - ſo that, inſtead of ea r . 


8 in Which at- 


ceſsfül. Sometimes bis knavery is detected, ö 


and he 1 18 N to ſhame, if not to Pu- 


githmen The conſciouſneſs that he i 18 a 


i villain, Than gh a ſteret known only ta 
; kimfelf, fills him at times with defp onding 
apprehenſions;” Le is ferifibte that bis 100 


character is an object of diſapprobation to a 


every righteous mind, and that the God of 
juſtice and truth will one day call him to 


an account for his ſins. He thinks on 2 
beugen, 4% Kane, mb trembles;. but his 


— 


. Of the. Temptations 
RAM. "Hanne; like, that f Ae doe not 5 
lead him to repentancdeee.. 
24. Afiother gathers kin oi br gel 


and the peculiar treaſure of kings*, | by wading 
through ſeas of blood, and by the plunder | 


and' deſolation of whole provinces, Tt is 


not in times of peace, nor in a region like 


ours, that this phenomenon | is to be ſeen, 


| Like the angry meteors of heaven, it flaſhes | 
in the tempeſts of war, and blazes as yet 
| unextinguiſhed | in the far diſtant eaſtern he- 


miſphere. F rom thence too often we ſee 


returning a man glittering with ſpoils, and 


aftoniſhing his countrymen. with his reve- 


nues, and the princely ſplendour i in "hich | 
he 5 8 Here, if 3 in any caſe, the prayer 
of Agur ſtands juſtified 3 in its largeſt extent ; . 
for like che man of ſin. and fon of ferdition, 
be gelb and exalteth himſelf above all that 

| 15 called God, or that i is. worſhipped 4. FEY 


0 my bad, come not thou into his e 3 
unto. Bit weit mine. appr: ”y_ not thou 
united! '# ts. | 1 2 5 35 xt SIE.” „„ 22 hes 2.5 ge; 2 
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ito o which Riches e us. 


remenibrance the dire ſteps by which he al- 


cended to greatneſs. Remorſe ſteps with 
him into the gilded chariot, attends him to 
the court of kings, and oft at the fearful 15 
midnight hour, draws. aſide the filken cur- 


_ Yet ſhall he not eſcape. | Diſſipation, 8 1 7 u. 
pomp, and flattery, cannot er in his 


; tains of his bed, and glares hideous upon | 


ham Behind her, . threatening viſion, 192 
| ariſe the ghoſts of the murdered. Some 


point to their ghaſtly wounds, that bleed 


afreſh to his diſturbed fancy. Others 
appear in forms pale and waſted to death 
by famine. The ſcene of his enormous 
eruelties comes in view. He looks upon it, 


” and fe arfulneſs and trembling ſeize upon him, 


and horror overwhelms him. His heart is 
fore pained, and che errors F. death s fol 


"gon bim* . 5 + 5 85 


Where t now are e fled is ene of. 1 0 
Svc, and where the enjoyments of which 
he aſſured himſelf; in his immenſe treaſures „ 
N e i is now r felt to de worle than Oy 5 


4 N 25 ee eo 1 


33 Ju 129 rain by. 4. „ 
— * | £ 
« 6 and 


Wes; 
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Of the 1 


SE 1 . and more bitter than--yexation- . « ab 


n vain, to ſereen him from public. ven- 


vain has courtly favour beamed, 


voice which ſpeaks when all the world, ig 
ſilent, from whoſe award there lies no ap- 
peal to any human tribunal. This: 3 is the 

warning voice which bids him prepare. It 

baniſhes all peace for ever from his boſom. | 


covetouſnels, to w' 

- He is poſſeſſed of -a. competency, which 

_ enables him to maintain a decent and reſpeQ- 

able. place in ſociety by good - economy. 

s e has little to ſquander away, or to hoard 
| up. That little will not dür of his enter 

Sg: EI, * 


geance, has eloquence been hribed to — 


ſtitute; its enchanting powers... In vain have 
corrupt ſenates ſanctified his crimes. In 
nd titled 


57 » 


glory perched on his head. 


It covers his horizon with deſpair, and 
makes him prefer the untried' pains: of hell, 


to a life. We ee retched: bl | 


e, ee ee 


Now a man in 5 teu fans 7 
3 fame temptations, to run into 


the exceſſes of pleaſure, diſſipation, and 
wich the rich are expoſed, 


i not in ck an obe to e in ki: 1 — 
the principle of avarice. He is therefore 
induced by his ſituation to pay Proper n YT © 

tention to his affairs, and he turns out a 

man of aQtvity in ſome line of buſineſs: 
or. another. 85 


8 7 . 
7 8 1 * 2 * 5 
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5 ; epeieRGNC Wk Nie PR pineſs, RY the | 
. reception he is to meet with from the worlds 
depend entirely on. his behaviour, he is. 
prompted to act that part which is deſerving: 
of ſaccels and} eacouragement. He feels 
his ſituation! altogether different from that 
of a haughty rich man. He knows: that 
he has no retired eſtate, no reſources OT 
his wealth, no crowd of baſe ſycophants to Eg. 
' thelter him from diſgrace, if he fhall de 

A villain, or an unprincipled libertine. On | 

_ theſe accounts, and oft for better canſes,? / 

he conforms prudently avith: the habits. of 

iſp which are N his lation n 


„ . « 
-, p 1 


He has no cauſe tbe ain, For be f. 
numbers on the ſame leyel with Himſelf, 
and 1 that ootlbine bim in every . 


* ” 
es 5 7 9 de Fe” 
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| be become arrogant and aſl 


— "ifications- he is ſure 10 7 5 1 3 
zing, teach 
him a leſſon, which great affluence ſcorns 

to n eee , a Frere | 


"ON, 1 

5 N 8 2 1 L . 8 
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Lay, The even and regular © tenour 3 - 
his ways diſpoſes him to lend a kindly ear 
to the voice of religion. There is nothing 
ſo violent and intoxicating in his enjoy- 
ments, as to- make him blind to the con- 


cerns of a future ſtate of exiſtence. Hei is ES 


thus led to honour the ſacred: inſtitutions 
of his country, and to conſider himſelf inthe 
| light of a being accountable to his Creator, 
for the deeds done in the body. Inſtead of 
forgetting - Cod, and ſaying, Who is the. 


Tord? he endeavours. to live the life of 5 


the righteous, that he may die the- death | 
aj the e _ bis s end may be 
3 bing. 1 which was made 
- in he N of the ar. Wop head of: dil. 


oo 3 . = 0 cout 


* 
1 
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= „b Ris er e. 1. 
. repeated here 3. z 


are partieular exceptions to 7 Pn 8 


which has been advanced, in illuſtration of 

the grounds on which the ſecond part f 
the prayer of Agur reſts. There are ſpirits, 
the ornament of their rank, and the glory 


of our nature, whom no degree of riches 


can poſſibly corxupt; of an enlightened 


underſtanding, and a benevolent, heart; free 

of + Tow vanity and pride; 3 patterns 5 
virtue and the moſt exemplary piety. _ 
And there are many, too- many, in the mid- 


dle ſtation of Uke, Who are vain, proud, 


ſelfiſh, profligate, and irreligious. : Still, 15 . 


however, the general obſervation holds . 
true, That Tiches. expoſe 1 us to greater 


temptations, chan A moderate Neid of the 


0 things of this life. i 


Other moralifts: tiges W ee | 


at the fame conclufion. They remarked, 


that nothing could mort clearly demonſtrate 
the value put upon riches, by the Sovereign | 
of the univerſe, than the diſtribution he is 
pleaſed to make of them, and the con- 
temptible and vicious characters on whom 
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0 tbe Te emplations, Ge, 


Wien are moſt profuſely laviſhed. But why 
appeal to inferior authorities? He, 22.0 
Eneto what 'was in man, and who' could 
form a juſt eſtimate of the ſtrength of every 
temptation; made this ſtriking obſervation z 

That it was cafier for a camel to 10 
through the eye M a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven tf. 


Let us all then join Agur | in his prayer 
to G od; "Ri emove far From us vanity. and 
lies; give r neither poverty | nor riches; 
feed us 201 bod. convenient for Us : tft 
ave be fall, and deny y thee, and ay, Who.is 
the Lord?” or left wwe be Poor and. fleal, an 


and 
tale the name N our God i in vain. Amen, 


SYS. 
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An the expreſſion! of the countenance, 800 5 RN. | 
Ld on the movement and geſtures c of | hel * 
; Yu the language of the ae . 
imprinted- | 
eſcape the ee eye of S the. 5 
carlieſt on record 7 3 into e 1 


the dae er 3 elect. ef 80 aiming 155 > — 
ineiple on the body, for the principle 
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' ilelf, gave high embelliſhment and ſignt® : 


| Heapee to his mae of e Fo ol = 


| 
? 
z 
| 


| 116 „ On - 


- 


s ERM. Ws have an inſtance of this 3 in the text. 
— Truth and falſehood proceed from the mind. 
The organs of ſpeech art the inſtruments 
of communicating to others what we think, 

or what we intend to m ſrepreſent. Hence, 
they are uſed by him proverbially, as being 
true or falſe in themſelves, according as 
they are employed to ſpeak truth or falſehood. . 
Tbe li lip of truth, fays he, /hall be eftabli iſhed 
or ever, but a e e 15 but 2 a 
amen. e 15 ei eee AN YEW 55 


— 


2 earn 


"thy: the 1 of ng yd is a th 8 be Po 
| Rood a man of veracity, and by a lying 
©, - tongue, a man of falſehood. It is aſſerted, 
by the e moraliſt, of the one, chat he 
| hall be ęſtabliſbed forever and of the 
e e that He 8 "= hu e 90 moments 0 


e IK; oy 96 1805 > 


7 . to deſetibe; the” characters 
in the text; Secondly, to iluſtrate the com- 
eluſion of Stood concerning hem; Laſt 
of all, to make nes e e chiefly 


| CE * Practical nature. th 4 "a ot its 
„ : „ 5 | ZL Ya am 


1 On Lin. 


at Js 5 00 . the ande of the $ E RM. 
nun e and the man Nen 


What is 7 wy nature. Wy ch at commerce 


: 1 takes place between pure ſpirits?— 
Whether they perceive intuitively the der _ 
: ſigns and diſpoſitions of each other? on 


whether they ſee and are ſeen as they are 


in themſelves? are queſtions we ſhall never 

de able to ſolve on this ſide of the grave. 
In our preſent condition, our thoughts 

cannot be ſeen by man. In order to remedy 
this defect i in the powers of our diſcernment, 
language, or, to ſpeak more properly, the 
capacity of acquiring language, was be- 


ſtowed upon us. This is the medium by 


which we communicate our ſentiments to 


one another, and are qualified to enjoy the 


- 


pleaſure, and reap the advantages, which 8 


ariſe from the ſociety of our fellow. creatures, 5 
The man who ſpeaks as he thinks, is the 


man of truth, The man who ſpeaks one : 


thing, and thinks enen is a x lar. 


8 Aj lie, thang is a ddiberate FRG 


# at of deceit, | It is a baſe ee un 
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; 0 Lying... 


the: faith of others. It is a violation? of 63 
holy law dictated by our nature, eſtabliſhed 


by common conſent, and ſanctified by the 


eee of heaven; That we ought to 


abide in the truth, 5 and make our words a 
fair tranſeript 9 nr an ang: fent- ; 
ments. : 


Although Thee is: an "finer in in error 
and falſehood, truth can be ſpoken only i in 


one way. There i Is conſequently no yariety 


of character f in the friends of truth, when 


; they are conſidered in relation to, and in 
1 compariſon with, that moral principle. 


This is the foe in all, ariſes from the 
| fame cauſe, and produces like effects on 


their temper and manners. They may 


differ i in matters that haxe no connection 15 


with, or dependence upon it; but wherever 


truth is concerned, they are one; even as 
truth, like its divine Beck, is but 


; ene. | 


But falſehood, or lying. ap ot in as 


5 many forms, as there are bad prin- 
- ciples which give riſe to it, and as 
_—_ are _—_ Rm in a the concealment 
or 


1 


. er 


or execution of which, it conftitates a part. 8 E 5 M. 
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BE Liars, therefore, differ from one another; — 


and exhibit almoſt as much variety i in their 
- brine as in the countenances with 
which they tell them. It were an endleſs 


| taſk, to attempt a deſcription of their dif- 


ferential peculiarities. Suffice it to delineate 


the leading features of the more notorious 


claſſes, into ich, IO: 8 be: diſtri- i | 


buted. | 


bo "Ic Some contract a taſte Flow the marvel- 


ont. Of a wild and incorrect imagination, 
| they 1 never ſee objects in a diſtinct point of 
. -. viſion, but through a ſtrange medium, which 


; rhagnifies or diminiſhes, illuminates or dark- 
> ens, multiplies or decreaſes them, accord- 


ing to the humour which is uppermoſt in 

their brain. They delight to aftoniſh others 
| with wonderful ſtories, and prodigious nd: 

ventures. - Their language takes a tone | 


from their ruling paſſion. + They ſpeak al- 


ways in the higheſt. degree; 7 every thing 
they have ſeen or heard, is beſt or worſt, 
_ greateſt or leaſt ; nothing is deſcribed as it 
0 * in Uitſelf, | or as it 1 Ts 9 95 
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SE x3 M. Wee: Fe eteduloun;. they are dally 3 


— to their ſtock of lies every idle tale they 


hear; till at laſt, quitting the boundaries 


of all which is probable, they will ſit down 
with a grave face, and deliberately tell the. 


moſt monſtrous + _ walt ed 


pable contradiQions. . 


2. Vanity is a copions ſource of * ing, | 
eſpecially when accompanied, as it uſually 
is, with imbecillity of mind. I have nof 


fat, ſays David, with vain perſons, neither 
E 7, £9 in with a, iemblers wh Ambiti ous 


to appear men of conſequence, the vain 
endeavour to ſupply their want of merit, 
by pretending to talents, influence, and 
virtues, of which they are not poſſeſſed, 
They are ſpecious, forward, and boaſtful. 


They are full of low cunning, and have 


the art of adapting their diſcourſe to the 


8 company they are addreſſing. Before the 


ignorant, how learned Before ſtrangers, 


low important, hoy nobly related, [es 


much admired ! How. fierce in the abſence 


of danger! How many inficuations 6nd 


55 n e 
. : = vr T | | Hill 


o Ear. „ WY 
Une ciecumſtanees relatice ts! their own 8 Fl R . | 
importance, are thrown in by them into all < = _ 
| their ſtories? Still they are the heroes of 

: the tale, and every character and incident Be 
in it are introduced to their own praiſe; $1 
To add to the evil, they are notorious, eſpe= 
cially if they be.cowards, for curſing and. - 
ſwearing,” being afraid, after all, that their 
pretenſions will not bebelieved, without this 
es and wicked accoinpanſment, 


Others accuſtom themſelves to the 
aud) of what is abſurd and ridiculous in 
the behayiour of their neighbours. The 
habit grows upon them by indulgence, till 
at laſt they come to view the world as a 
ſtage, where mankind are acting their ſeve- 
ral parts, like fools and madmen. In ſo- 
lemn ſcenes, in characters of wiſdom and 
5 neſs, and even in. mournful events, _ © 
1 ſearch for materials, wherewith after - 
wards to exerciſe their vein. The fool's . © 
glaſs, which they carry "conſtantly about 
. With them, e diſtorting, disfiguring, : 
diſcoloi d deforming every objece 
0 IF which > they looks we) become OW? 
ls, FE | 0 | 
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On Lying 


to the true ſhapes and appearances of deen 
Their converſation i is void of all truth, and 


conſiſts i in turning every thing into ridicule. 


No character is drawn by them as it. exiſts, ; 
and no action deſcribed as it happened. 


| Empty as the crackling of thorns under a pot, 
ii their laughter*, The applauſe, with which 


| they are heard in company, ſtimulates them 


to a continued diſplay of their powers. 
They are intoxicated with it, and will- ſay 
any thing, true or not true, to be the 


cauſe of mirth. When no materials are to 


be found, pure invention muſt compoſe the 
piece, in the colouring of which it ſeldom 


happens, but that envy and malice e a 


5 ready and an active hand. 


: 4. The Hſcopbant, the liar next to be S | 
conſidered, is diſtinguiſhable by the ſupple- 
neſs of his manners, his accommodating 


ſpirit, and the fear of giving offence. His 


words are ſmooth, his carriage inſinuating, 


and his cunning is' veiled under the agree- 


able covering of complaiſance. In the 
Proſecution of his ſchemes, he makes a 


* et vil. 6 6: 


conſtant 2 


Os Z vk. 


5 eonftaar hacrifics of truth. . to 
David, perſons of this deſcription. ſpeak 
- wanity, every one with his neighbour 5 - with 
attering_. lips, and. with. a double heart as 

they. Speak. They bow aſſent to what they 
d not believe, and conceal what they 
think. They can ſmile when they are 
angry, and frown. when they are pleaſed. 


* E D "0 


They affect to have no will of their own, 


cringe to the humours of their patron, as, 
by a delicate ſpecies of flattery, rally and 
oppoſe. him in company, and heap dans 
upon him in his abſence, when they know 
that theſe will be echoed to him by others. 


They are often ſucceſsful, and verify the 


obſervation of Solomon, 1855 a man that 


 fatterath wo nh ltr a wel {oat 


. feet! 


Akin to this claſs, 0 are iis of a 
- oft and courteous addreſs, whoſe words 
betray no ſymptoms of guile. There is 
nothing in their talk, of the marvellous, 


* 


the boaſtful; of the lying humouriſt, or the : 


| flatterer. Yet experience proves that no 


OO is to be: Rey in what they fay ” 
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12 . On Lying. 
8K SERV M. or = Fus te They are to be found Jatcend 


in all ranks, but they 85 chiefly in 255 
walks of: p political „ 


. From an lint of the moſt -remote : 
antiquity, formed betwixt guile and cruelty, 
= ſprings the moſt formidable, if not likewife 
8 dhe moſt numerous family of liars. Theſe 
„ a the flanderers, the back-biters, the 

whiſperers, the buſyebodies, and, in ſhort, 

all who employ their tongues, in ſpeaking 
evil of their neighbour, Whether they de 

tract from his merit, or aggravate his faults, | 
or lay to his charge fins which he never 
committed, into which three particulars 


8 This charafter is bnely drawn by 9 prod of 
Milton 
„„ —— the-oier fide abb 
A 5 Baͤ'elial, in act more graceful and humane. 1 
. A fairer perſon loſt not heaven. He ſeem'd | 
For dignity compos'd, and high exploit, 
But all was falſe and hollow, though his tongue # 10 
Dropt manna, and could make the mor NE... 7 5 
Tze better reaſon, to perplex and daſh - 1 
8 Matureſſ counſels; for his thoughts were low, 021 
1 To vice induſtrious, but to nobler. deeds 1 
Tim'rous and flothful; yet he pleas'd the car, 
And with ane accents __ began, 


VVT Ran, n | 
; ũ nim e 


* 


: By = = On. 8 


1 the; whole: of evil-ſpcaking FP" "IVY 8 x. 


By they dep rt from the truth. The wilful 


miſxępreſe 

lying in one of its moſt noxious. forms. 
But the proſecution of this ſubjeck i is refer- 
red to a more proper place in the ſequel 


"a 


of theſe diſcourſes . 0 Let it ſuffice, then, 


R 


i!“ 


ntation of men arid: manners, 3 LE 


| at preſent to remark, that hatred, envy, [ 


0 party-ſpirit, and the malignant : 
paſſions, are thus chiefly to be dreaded, 

where. the 1 man of violence dares not openly 
take his revenge, nor the aſſaſſin draw 1055 
5 midnight dagger, with! impunity... 


256. Hypocriſy that ſpecies of villai reh 
aims to take advantage of tlie eredulity of 
mankind, by pretences to ſuperior ſanctity, 
is the cauſe of perpetual falſehood. The 
words of a hypocrite are guarded, deceitful, 
ang enſnaring. . He: avoids whateyer.. is 


profane and irreligious in bis diſcoutſe. 
But as it is impoſſible. for him to carry on 


his deſigns, and at the ſame time ſpeak the 
ruth, and as he is afraid to tell A, down- | 
ight Hi he, is obliged. to frame a lang unge 
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ps himſelf | in terms capable of two | 
meanings ; the one, to miſlead the judg e- 


ment of his neighbour; the other, to fs 


Gr as. A falvo, ſhoyld he be challenged for We 
: ingenuity, or to quiet a conſcience already 
corrupted. The equivocating hypocrite has 


not the. hip truth. The intention to de- 
ceive, is the eſſence of a lie; and it makes no 5 


| odds in the ſin, whether it be told i in ambi- 


guous ee or elisetbet which. is poſi- 


: city, but not by the Kind and nature ef his 
guilt, the perjurer next demands our notice. 
He is ſummoned to give his evidence before 
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5 ably t to juſtice, and to bring criminals to 
5 puniſhment, an oath. is the ultimate ſtep. 
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darkneſs on the ſubject of inveſtigation 5 
then, ſhe fiudics to defeat the ends of "AY 


5 and to diſſolve the ties appr 1 man- : 


ind rogether i in bociety. Fe. 5 1 


** 
: 
AE 


To utter a falſehood i in A a manner 10 Oo 
88 and on occaſions ſo 1 important, and 
5 this, too, when attended with ſuch 3 

| ous conſequences, is Juftly regarded as a 


crime puniſhable by law. All enli htened 


. legiſlators have, accordin gl, enafted ſevere | 
2 Fee Sein it. N 


IS if 


. „ 5 * 9 
Ba. ; , Y 1 : 
z As x : 8 K 
2 ; V4 © : 
* £ +; 4 4 7 
= LE 5 3 1 5 * N 
A * — * * » . 
. : : 5 
- 1 * * 
4 . 


*y 


interecürſe of tg and 8 2 M.. 
in the infinitude of buſi neſs and commercial — by 


- 


2 
4 
-Þ 
7 

oY 

1 

j 

„ 


ER ern 


9 — Arr. 
r — . — < V _ 
ra 2 
A 1 


unboly and profane, fo kart, and Vor 


* Ws" * 
— . > d 
8 5 
* 
" 
* 
* 
: * 
% 
\ 
A 
>= A 8 
OY "4 -_ 1 


We attempt x not to > eue t be gull 7 
per jury; but this we may be allowed to 
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under the habitual impreſſion i the omni- 
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- Gb 'of this . — are to be found 1 in 
all ages, countries, governments, and forms 
of religion under the ſun. They were the 
5 Diviners among the Egyptians, the Wiſe- 
men of the Chaldeans, the Pythoneſſes of 
the. Greeks, and the Augurs and Haruſpices 
of Rome. They were the Prophets, in- 
** 20 a IVE 1 0 who. a AN ; in 


F 
ud. bk 1 


nent, the ( Conyurers. and Magicians of the 
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vaſt "plains of * Tartary. | They are che 
Worke iracles in the church of Rome, 
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name riſaie diſtinction known, who 
Pan Proteſtant profeſſion, by con- 
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erg the. ſbarpen; and, in ſhort, all who 


take advantage of the ignorande and eredv- 
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1 N to enter upon any 1 = I 
wickedneſs, which the tuft of the fleſh, the 
loft of the es, and the Pride of life *, may | 
pla an but, Fallchood is thus a foll, upon 
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when once the-ferice of truth is broken 
down, the breach is ſeldon 5 reparable. 
5 One lie lays. the foundation for another, 


lation gradually. forme, till that. which 1 was | 
dae ag an oecaſional expedient, be 
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he Ang, e with theſe. deceitful 

children of the devil, appears the man of 
; truth.” He comes forth in che garb of ſim- 


_ plicity; ; innocence” "ſheds | A _glory around 
him; firmneſs and honour guard his ſteps ; . 
gdelity and juſtice lead im onwards. on 
his way, His eye lk ; ſteadily fixt on 
heaven, and his walk"to it is "along a 
| Fraight path, declining velther to the right 
| band, nor to el , Th, 2 2: 
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He has, no Jeficy © to 1 e he : 
his committed. no deed, and. has proj jected | 
no plan, « of a diſhonourable | or hurtful na- 
ture. Sincere and undi iſpuiſed, he is is, Uke 
Nath aniet, an. "Traelite te indeed, in — * 

no guile . His words are Plain and artleſs, 
dae, and une e 'What he 
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8 nity and hypocriſy to impoſe upon others. 

He ſcorns to flatter with his lips, to fawn 

| upon the great, or cringe to che humour 
5 of the giddy multitude. EP 


5 He does. no hurt to his pada 1 
> taking: up and circulating evil reports againſt 
him, by aſperſing his merit, or aggravating 


| his faults. The charms of truth, in no 
part of his behaviour, appear m > amiable, 
than in the gentle and candid manner with 
which he treats the reputation of others. 
And as high ſenſibility to what is right and 
wrong in conduct, is the concomitant of 
the love of veracity 3 fo while Be honours 
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eth them that fear the. aA 2 
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| Should he fall into fin in, be will diſdain to 5 
conceal it by telling a lie. He will have 5 
the nobleneſs of mind to confeſs and ac- 
L elf 3 in the Fol. if AHF, ne- 
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- puts him rigorouſly on his guard to do no- 
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thing, but what he can defend, and avow 


to the world. Time, 1 in its progreſs, gives 


ſtability to his virtuous reſolutions ; and the 
grace and bleſſing of God, that are be- 


ſtowed on every ſincere endeavour to obey : 
kin, ee 1 7 confirms him in | 
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fully regulates his behaviour in the ordinary 
commerce of life, marks the [pi pirit of his 


devotional character. He is the true wor- 


ſhipper and ſervant of the one only living 
and true God. His creed. is the reſult of 


an. impartial inquiry into the nature and 

evidences of religion, ariſing from an ar- 
dent deſire to know what is the acceptable 
will. of the Lord. Human authority, how- 


ever great and reſpectable, he regards as 
dubious and fallible at-beſt, as often erro- 


neous, and, when blindly confided i in, as | 


the ney i of the Worſt e 


Ow Lying. | 
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5 of Chi ifianity Therefore, i in a all his 40 SE 5 6. 
and difficulties, concerning the terms of our — : 
acceptance with God, and the concerns of 
5 immortality, he carries up his appeal to the 
unerring ſtandard ol truth, revealed to us 
| in Holy Scripture. He truſts implicitly _ 
in the deciſions there recorded. He knows 
and will obey ' no other maſter, but the 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . If he falls into any 

error, it is not from deſign, but from the 

weakneſs inſeparable from human nature. 

Should he fill the honourable ſlation of 

teaching religion to others, he makes the 
conyiction wrought upon his own judge- 

. ment, by a candid. inveſtigation of its ever - ; | 


laſting truthe, the ſacred and | immutable 


5 rule of his is minitry. 72 
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SERM. AVING thus taken a curſory review 
a H f th laſſe 
eee of the more notorious claſſes, into 
75 which liars may be divided, and placed in 
contraſt with. them the man of truth ; let 
us next proceed, agreeably | to the general ; 
plan of diſcourſe, to illuſtrate what Solo- 
mon aſſerts concerning "them. The ip 
| of truth, ſays he, ſhall be eftabli 2 2 
or ever, but a lying tongue it but 55 0 
moment. Stript of its proverbial dreſs, his 
. is e e That the n 5 
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foundation n of permanent felic y. 


"Tx ſupport of what is here advanced by 15 
the wiſe man, let us ſhortly e examine inte ro 
wu three particulars ; 1 1 


Fit, whether truth or  fallchood. beſt 5 
promotes our preſent intereſt ? | 5 


| Secondly, which of them is moſt: con- 
formable to the law of our nature? ff 
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Es hirdly, which of them will POHLY to us 
che favour and approbation of that Being, 
to whom we are accountable for all ou 
actions, and on whom. our happineſs is 0 
finally to- depend? From the reſult of 
which, the truths contained in the . 
will be fully vindicated. 


1, Let us examine, . ruth. 0 Ee 


ates beſt e One: e in- | 
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We are WO. 7 I our Creator, as 
to be Pleaſed with the real appearances of 15 
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all manner. of arenen is vexations =O) | 
irritating. . The man who is candid, who 
ſpeaketh the ith: as It Is in kn heart, 
and who is inflexible i in his good reſolu- 
tions, 1s the natural object of our love and 
eſteem. Through the openneſs of Bis lan- 
guage, and the ſimplicity of his manners, 
it is delightful to'diſcern a heart full of in- 

nocence; as in the material world it is plea- 
ſant to behold the pellucid ſtem and tranſ- 
parent fruit of a few beautiful plants, ſcat- 
tered thin, like thoſe of his. Hd over the 
| face * che earth, j 


| there is not. ads 6 no . but the moſt 
perfect ſecurity, in tranſacting buſineſs with 
him. This extends his connections, en- 
larges the ſphere of his ability to benefit 
himſelf and his family ; ; and, debarring the 
accident of unfortuhate times a1 d chances, | 
WT upon! his undertakings a Il t that, ſuc- 
ceſs his merit deſerves. The good are de- 5 
ſirous to promote his intereſt; the wicked, 
rebuked by his virtue, have a diſlike to 
— him; nose are afraid of bird, and 
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5 opinions are attended to, and his Judge» : 
: ments are received. For wiſdom and truth 
are coëval; they. ſpring from the ſame 


fountain 5 light, [flouriſh together, and 
are from everlaſting to everlaſting. He is 


in matters of difficulty. To him the arbi- 
tration of differences amongſt neighbours is 
referred. To him the forlorn and friend- 
leſs reſort for advic vice, To him the guardian- 
ſhip of orphans, and the dying charge of 
perplexed No” intricate. a, are be- 
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"uf Friendſhip be 8 ſource of very keg. 
3 as certainly it is, the man of © 
truth has faculties fit to reliſh them . 
whereas a liar is utterly. incapable. of that 5 
open flow of ſentiment, and that conſent 
"= mind, which unite virtuous ſpirits to- 
gether. . reciprocal confidence _ a: 
n and adherence to wide ef that.render TN 
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along with it domeſtic peace, the firſt and 


beſt 1 human enjoyments. And what! 3 
this fidelity, but a word which imports, = 
that the love betwixt huſband and wife is 


real, and not pretended ? In mort, whether 


as a public or private citizen ; 3 Whether as 


a father or ſon, maſter or ſer vant ; ; whether 
as a brother, neighbour, or acquaintance 4 


the man of veracity 1s beloved, 
and eſteemed, by all who know,” or r who 


=o connected with kim. 5 
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he! proper object of diſapprobation were 


his character known, 1 is obliged, in order 


to eſcape obſervation, to ſtudy plauſibility 


in what he ſays, and to clothe his falſehoods 


in the guiſe of truth. But this, like the 


other works of darkneſs, 18 difficult to be 


done. Nothing is eaſier than to ſpeak as 


we think; but to make a lie paſs for reality, 
requires forethought and addreſs. It may 


however be accompliſhed by any Man- . 
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7 be is conſtantiy 
e His character is branded witl 
infamy. As a neighbour he is diſtruſted 
as: a man of buſineſs he is avoided; 3 a8 
d, no confidence is repoſe 

He meets with no eneouragement, and 
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and riches, and falſchood leads: to infamy 
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example, \ have ks! great 
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plans of deceit. If, in the e . 
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faction | in ſpeaking, the truth, and that we 
_ diſapprove of ourſelves when we depart | 


from it. In the one caſe, we perceive that 5 


we have done what 18 right; and in the 
other, that we have acted contrary to the 

light | of our own. mind. A liar, therefore; . 
18 aſhamed of himfelf. He i is likewiſe ſen- 


ſible, that he has incurred the diſapprobation 1 


cok the wiſe and good. He enters into their 
feelings, and thus beholds his own demerit | 
in darker. colours, Thus i is he unhappy i in 
his own reflections ; ; till, by perſeverance 
in the ſin, he blunts his moral ſenſibility, 
and by long conſidering himſelf as a mean, 
contemptible creature, he becomes, at laſt, 
"og of all ſenſe. af honour and. diene 


pre with him ne man of truth, | 
ſtanding firm and erect on the unmoveable 


baſis of his integrity. His character, great 5 5 
in itſelf, grows fill | greater by reflecting © 


E d its own virtuous feelings, and the approving a 
th „„ ſentiments | 
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8 Ty M. Gain ents of his brethren of mankind, 
— Nothing can ſhake him from his determined 
purpoſe. The pleaſures of this world ſpread 
in vain before him their bewitching entice- 
ments. The fury of contending. factions, 
the rage of the people, the ſtorms of perſe- 
cution, wreak their violence to no purpoſe 
upon him. Like mount Zion, which can- 
not be removed, he abideth * unalterable in 
his reſolution. He holds upwards Bis 
courſe, fearleſs and undiſmayed. His pro- 
„ 0 heaven is as the ſhining h Abt, that 

|  ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day T; 
whereas, proceeding i in an oppoſite courſe, 
the path of the liar is as the declining day, 
| Hading away, by imperceptible gradations, 

into the blackneſs of everlaſting night. | 


It is, by the bye, not unworthy of ob- 
ſervation, that, in cheſe latter ages, a per- 
ſon was ſuppoſed. to forfeit all the honour 

due to his fortune, birth, and rank, how- 
ever high in theſe reſpects he might be, if 
he was guiky of a e of truth. To 


enn ear. ens. | 
call 
| 
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call one a har, was thought 0 great an in- n 


 Lilt, as rs be ouly expiable by mortal com. 


bat. We do not defend the exceſſes, and 


ſcenes of bloodſhed, to which this principle 
gave riſe : but this we may be allowed to 
fay from the chair of peace; That it was an 
illoſtrious proof, how deep the love of der 


racity, and of a character founded in it, is 
impl N . in . Tar al 


of honour upon truth, and conſidered lying, 


to uſe the language of the times, as abſo- 
lutely incompatible with the manners of a 


chriſtian and a x gentleman. 


It appears, chen, that WER is biet . 
conformable to our nature, and that falſify- 
ing is a violation of the law which God 

hath inſcribed upon it. We therefore ap- 

other. And when the advantages flowing . | 
| from. truth, and the miſchiefs cauſed by 


lying, are weighed in the balance of ex- 


perience, the idea of utility corroborates 


ſentiments of approbation and 


derade This idea beſtows- freſh 
: L . N 


nature, when the moſt 
gallant and generous nations reſted the point 


: + + 
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 gravates the natural deformity, of the op- 


e Let. us examine, whether ruth or 


neſs is finally to depend. . : 
As God i is poſſeſſed of 1e wiſdom, 


finite truth. Mankind are guilty of falſe- 


deceived, perfect goodneſs can have' no de- 


9 


be 


a CO . ——ↄ p — — — — 


8 E . benz on adds as ingenuity, and ag 5 


poſite ſin; but 1 18 by i no means the cauſe of : 
the deciſions we pals on the language of 5 
truth and falſeood. The reaſon i is, that we 
feel the obligations to ſpeak what is true, 
5 and to abſtain from what is falſe, antecedent 
to all reaſonings e the 188 5 
quences of human , 


„ falſehood will gain to us the approbation of H 
that Being, on whoſe judgment our. happi- | 


goodneſs; and power, it follows as a neceſ- 
ſary conſequence; that he i is a Being of in- 


hood, from folly, weakneſs; malevolence, 
the fear of evil, and the expectations of 


happineſs imperfectiy underſtood. Whereas "7 
perfect wiſdom can neither deceive nor be 


5 . 9 to . and  onfaiporeace' is neither to 


5 . On [7 


be Ade nor es” The 1 8 55 R M. | 
. reign cauſe of all things. muſt therefore be '— — 2 2s 


eſſentially, eternally, and _unchangeably. | 


true; and truth muſt cis the inter⸗ 
fs courſe he may be graciouſly pleated, to Pr: = 
== with his creatures. 


God's ae light; and with him Here: is no 


A He is light and truth. * Mercy - 
and truth go before his face. He is very 


great ; he is clothed with honour and majeſty, 


and covereth himſelf with light, as with a 
5 garment . 6 N be the name of Go for 


ever and ever; or wi ifdom and might" are 


| bit. He giveth wiſdom unto the wiſe, and 


| knowledge to them that know underſtanding. 
He revealeth the decp and ſecret things; he 


' bnoweth wwhat is in the ee and 05 | 


: light dwelleth. with him T. es 
IF then God be the Lord God of truth, 


1 muſt delight i in thoſe who endeavour to 
reſemble him in that glorious attribute, and 
be offended with the children of guile and 


deceit. He, accordin gly, defireth. truth in 


1 Plalms, 9 0 I Dan. f. 20-22. 95 
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SERM. the FRY parts . kite into dhe 5 
VI. | 
—=— charatter of the true worſhipper of G God, | 

David prays, Wit hall abide in thy taber- | 
nacle? Who ſhall dwell on thy holy hill ? 
The features firſt delineated of this citizen 
of Zion are theſe: He that walketh up- 
: rightly, and worketh righteouſneſs, and ſpeak- 
eth the truth in his heart T. Solomon ob- 
ſerves, Lying lips are an abomination to the 
Lord : but they that deal truly are his delight. 
And again, Theſe fix things doth the Lord 
hate, yea ſeven are an abomination unto him: 
A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that 
ſhed innocent blood, an heart that deviſeub 
⁊picled imaginations, feet that be Swift in 
running fo miſchief, a falſe witneſs that 
 Jpeatetb lies, and him that 22 be : om 

among brethren Þ < | oats do loch, 


The eſtabliſhed courſe 6f as 18 
not, however, interrupted, in order to 
bring ſuch wicked diſpoſitions to immediate = 
puniſhment. God parents, them to operate 


© Pfalit H. 6. + Fm: w. , * 
＋ Prov. vi. 16—19. 5 VVV 


* 


OT | 


: ork nil len a en {a though PTY S ERM. 


mark the character of his adverſary, who W 1 | 1 
is a liar, and the father. of it *, At preſent, | 


he 3 his ſur lo riſe on the evil, and on 


| the good; and ſendeth rain on the juſt, a EY 


an the ſalvation ef. the . foal! K f 
revealed Il; and when thoſe 2who hava trea= - e 4 


fared up to thenſelves wrath againſt that 


an the unjuſt. Time and chance happeneth 


to them all t. In the ſame field, the wheat fs 1 4 


and tares grow up together ; are refreſhed 
by the Same dews, and ripened 74 the ſame 7 


deer 5 ee * 


day, hall receive their juſt recompenſe of 


| indignation and wrath, iribulation and an- 
 guiſh F. Then ſhall we appear in our real 
and undifguiſed colours, and be each of us 
judged, according to what is written in the 
books **, The ſentence being paſſed, an ever- 


laſting ſeparation ſhall take place between 


7 


the righteous and the wicked. Lonfuſion 


* John, viii. 44. + Mat. v. 66. 1 Eecleſ. ix. EN 
Math. xiii. 30. l I Per. i 5 . „ e ii. ITS 
** Rev. XxX. 12. . 5 
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3... ERM. mall case liebe ſhall riſe out of darkneſs, 
. | 
ak and the tempeſt raiſed, at preſent, by con 
tending elements, ſhall by their ſeparation 

be for ever laid. God ſhall gather rogether. 
in one his own children that are ſcattered 
abroad, and put them in poſſeſſion of that 
kingdom prepared for them, from the found- 
ation of the world f. But he that worketh 
deceit, [ſhall not dwell. within Bit boufe ; = 
he that telleth lies, ſhall not tarry in hit 
bet. The ſubjects of the deceiver ſhall be 
baniſhed for ever from his preſence. Sin 
and hell ſhall be caſt into the unquenchable 
gulph. All liars ſhall have their part in the | 
lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone, 
which is the ſecond death $. And there ſpall 
in no 'W ſe enter into the. new Feruſalem, any 
thing that de efileth, neither. whatſoever work- 
eth abomination, or maketh a lie; but they 
which. are written in the od 7 Hub; ef 
Wells Rl 13 


Then ſhall the lip of truth be eſtabliſhed 
bor pers and then ſhall the. bring 9 


| ; * Jobn, i ii. 52. 1 Mat. xxv. 34. 6 Plalm ci. Tr | 
„ 7 ory $ Rev. xxi. 8. 10 1 8 xa, 27. TY | 
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. 


j TSS 8 4 
— . i + ! «14 Ip * 5 g 1 1 2 
: 8 „„ * { £ 4 ö 2 
» HEL 4 & > 7 LN * * BY * ** & (7 MY N * 8 
95 8 » i 5 £ * . p 7 
: 8 » it „ 3 \ « A L wr” 5 
— ; 3 at * : J : 9 x 4 EY | 
U 7. 8 2 ws 1 ” 
x 8 * 4 , IR W * * 1 8 F 7 ** £ sf 5 f * . 85 7 448 . 4 f g * 2 
5 N 


ane $88 RM, 


1 


10 mall now Tones the dere with ; 


7 few 1 Rono, Ty 15 a FO # 
nature. . 35 


The love of 3 18 5 bo us. "Nate 


. but thoſe entirely loſt to virtue, would tell 


lies without ſome reaſon or other. Intereſt | 
apart, and circumſtances on both ſides 


being equal, truth would be preferred to 
falſehood. Lying, as has been ſhewn, 5 
ariſes from theſe two cauſes: Firſt, when 
we are carrying on a plan, which we can- 
not finiſh without departing from the truth: 
15 Secondly, when we haue committed ſome⸗ 


5 thing we are aſhamed, or are afraid, to © 


* 


* Such: FR the cats 580 hich 


1 this ſpiritual malady proceeds, the cure for | 
it NAY. be eaſily preſcribed. | 1 ts: 


In the fir caſe, 1 ing i is an 1 to 5 


. F an evil deeper laid, and would: not have oh 
been adopted, had not ſome paſſion ſug- 
my and ny it molly to ſerve 


Et 8 12 an 
. 5 a 8 Ph 5 


—_ 'On Br. 
8 * M. a It is evident then, that, did we allow! 
— nothing ſinful a place in our heart, or an 
aſcendancy in our councils, we would never 
be capable of a vice ſo perfectly baſe and 
diſhonourable. If we would with to avoid 5 
the guilt and ſhame of it, let us purſue no 
unlawful pleaſure, court no unjuſt prefer- 
ment, and make no ſacrifices to the mam 
mon of unrightcouſucſe Let us live : a life of 
integrity and innocence, and we ſhall not. 
be tempted, either in the framing or exe- 
| cution of our deſigns, to {peak any ba 
N contrary to the conviction of Hur n mind. 


Were the eyes of mankind open, as 0a + 
they" ought. to be, to their real intereſt and 
peace, they would clearly perceive - that _ 
theſe cannot be promoted without a ſtrict 
regard to truth and integrity; and that no- 
thing is deſirable whole, price is a ſacrifice 

of conſcience. But alas! blind to their 
happineſs, they love darkneſs rather than light, 
l  Becaufe their work are evil u. And as they 
uus 5% the truth in unvighteouſneſs, and do 
=: e Es; we - 


2». » John, i wi, 8. 
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2 to Log than. — 81 e are not conue- 


placed in a very beautiful and ſtriking point. 
of view, in the following quotation from 


4 work deſervedly valued for Its Exachiens | 


inſtruQions, moral and religi ious. 
6. 1 have often thought, that God n 


1 in his great wiſdom hid from men of 


"h falſe and diſhoneſt minds, the wonderful 


advantages of truth and integrity, to the 
< proſperity. even of our worldly affairs: 


. theſe men are ſo blinded by their covetouſ- 


« neſs and ambition, that they cannot look 
beyond a preſent advantage, nor forbear | 
to ſeize upon it, though by ways never 


e ſo indirect; they cannot ſee ſo far as to 


4 the remote "edſcquences. of a Ready 1 in- 
_ © egrity, and the vaſt benefit and advan- 


_ tages which it will bring a mam at laſt. 


„ Were but this fort of men wiſe and ctear= : 


* ſighted enough to diſcern this, they would 


« be honeft out 12855 knavery, not out of any 5 
» Rom. i. 28. * Speclator, vol. v. No. 3 352. : 7 
: 200 love | 


Tie bercdlen of, Foe . grace * 
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"M ER R *. « Jous 1 to konally and virtue, but ia A 


0 go Y 


25 crafty deſign to promote and advance 


* more effectually their own intereſts; and 


mo therefore the Juſtice of Divine Providence 


hath hid this trueſt point of intereſt from 
3 their eyes, that bad men might not be 
© upon equal terms with the Juſt "and up- : 


. 


« right, and ſerve their own wicked wh 


« 1 by honeſt and lawful means.“ 


In the ſecond place, if we have committed 
a faire the beſt and moſt conelliatory re- 
paration we can make for it, is to confeſs 
. the truth. In moſt caſps, a lie is a greater 
ſin, than that which we want to conceal by 
means of it. It is a moſt diſhonourable 
addition of iniquity to iniquity; 3 whereas 
the fair acknowledgment of an aa is the 
Log of an Ingenyous mind, 


It i is one of the great. 1 9 92 of. our 
holy religion, that without confeſſing our 
ſins to God, we are not to expect his for- 
giveneſs of them. David, deſcribing. the 
comfort and relief which the penitent re- 


| ceives from this ſource, obſerves, Tacknow- 


 bedged. my fin unto thee, an mine iniquity 
8 „„ buave 


' 1 


| be it 


and to cleanſe us from all unrighteoufneſs fl 


By the ſame means, that is, by a candid 

| acknowledgment of our faults, we may 
hope to obtain pardon from the neighbour Y 
we have offended, as far as regard to the 
rights of mankind will authoriſe him to be 
lenient. Hence St. James admoniſhes us, 


to confe TA our 2 one to another, that /Z 
we may be healed F- 


: From the ſecond 8 principle to 
which falſchood has been aſcribed, children 
and youth are apt to learn the habit of diſ- | 


ſimulation. | When they have been guilty 


of ſomething wrong, the fear of puniſh- : 


ment makes them diſguiſe or deny it from 


f thoſe to whom they are reſponſible for- N 


. Plalm xxxil. 3. > I Joby, | ls. 4, 9. + Jaw. v. 16. 
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tranſgreſſions unto the Lord; and thou” for- 
gaugſ the iniquity of my in K. St. John, in 
his firſt Epiſtle, writes, wie ſay, that i 
we- have 0 Vn, wwe deceive. ourſelves, and | | ; 
the truth 1 it not in us: , we confeſs our ji Fas, . 
faithful and Juſt to forgive our fins, 
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. their 8 Should they be ſucceſsful 


in their firſt attempts, as they too often are, 


they are encouraged to repeat their faults, 
from the confidence that they may eſcape 
wich impunity, by the ſame means ; till, by 
repeated miſdeeds, and lying defences of 
them, they become Wee _— and 
that too for life. 


As a caution to parents, it e here * 


to be remarked, that ſuch of them as treat 
their children with unreaſonable ſtrictneſs 


and ſeverity, and ſuch as are entirely care- 


leſs, paying no attention to their talk, amuſe- 


ments, and manners, are equally the cauſe 
of their turning out falſe. The behaviour 
of children to a harſh and brutal father, is 
one continued ſcene of deceit. Thoſe again, 
who are neither afraid, nor put to any diffi- 
culty, i in making their impoſitions paſs, are 
guilty of the ſame wickedneſs. Solomon 
obſerves, that be that Gareth the rod, hateth 
bis child. The ſame may be aſſerted of the 
Parent. or teacher who uſeth his rod with 
cruelty. The golden mean is here, as in 


1 5 Fs the lafeſt courſe to ſteer. 


There is another, and, I-appr 


perleciy infallible method of ee up — 
| ch | | 


children i in the falſehood of the devil, w 
is, to appoir 


and behaviour of neighbours, ig and 


| chiefly of the ſervants of the family. Nets % 


From the two firſt of theſe cauſes, outh 
1 the lower ranks of life; and from the 


third, thoſe in a more opulent ſituation, 
are too often initiated into the myſteries. of 
darkneſs. The laſt is an evil of far greater | 


extent and magnitude than is commo 


ſuppoſed. Innumerable are the inſtances 
of youth of both ſexes, otherwiſe amiable | 
for their diſpoſitions, and reſpectable for 


their education and accompliſhments, who 
are thus poiſoned i in their firſt principles of 


morality. The conſequence i is, that inſtead ; : 


of being an ornament to their rank, they 


are only fit to act a part which is 8 
inquiſitive, buſy, meddling, and inſidious. 


5 This, like ſome other bad taints, is obſerved 


to run in blood, and to pals downward N 
from. parent to "child, in 1 fic | 
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On! Lying: 
n for reaſpns too obvious to e any! 


nene J 


* 


Parents, and thoſe etre A ls. 
education of youth; ſhould remember, that 


the moſt important of all inſtruction which 


a child can receive from them, i is the love 
and practice of truth. Without this he can 
neither be a good member of ſociety; nor 


an acceptable worſhipper of God. 'Thie 
greateſt attention ought, therefore, - to be 
paid to his diſcourſe, and early habits. 
When he confeſſes a fault, the chaſtiſement 


for it fiould be mitigated, or entirely for- 


given; and he ſhould, at the ſame time, 
be told, that thus only may he hope for 


mercy, ſhould he ever again do any thing. 
forbidden. The rod, which is at beſt a 

brutal expedient, ought. never to be uſed, 
| ; till mild Teproof and ſerious admonition 


A Laſt of Fees we are mos i by. our profes - 
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| have failed in produeing their deſirable 
effect; and even then ſhould be uſed * 


tingly. . 
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ene * * to abide i in the truth. 
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Bendes ane great and ha _ to bs 8 TT M. 
ſerved by his miſſion, Jeſus came into the 


world to baniſh darkneſs and inſincerity out 
of it, arid to found a kingdom, wherein 
righteoufneſs wwas to dwell, Grace was poured 
into bis lips * „ and truth flowed from his 
tongue. He girded his. ſword upon bit 


thigh, and rode profperouſly in his glory and 
majeſty. But it was not after the manner 
of kings, and with means and inſtruments | 
ſuch as they uſe, that he atchieved his vaſt 
deſigns. In the neglected majeftly of truth, 
an meekneſs, and righteouſneſs, HE: went 5 


: Jr cen and 10 conquer To 


He made no unfair 8 an gave 2 5 


no flattering promiſes of riches, power, 
and temporal proſperity, in order to increaſe 

the number of his followers. He ſcorned 
to walk in the beaten track, which leads to 
popularity. He paid no court to the Pha- 


riſees, the idols of their age and country. 


On the contrary, he unravelled the intri- 
cacies of a character, which had eſcaped 
5 che notice of the mn: and EY home. 
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| * upon it, the ſevereſt charges of e 


— falſehood, and fraud. This he did upon 


quence to gain a judge, who was convin 

there was no fault in him, and who knew 
tbat - bis + enemits had delivered Bim from 

| enuy T. When enen een 1 


#1 rin. vi, 13. 1 i; Math, ii. 18. 


all proper occaſions, but particularly in the 


temple, in preſence. of multitudes, accuſ- 
tomed to look-up to them, as the oracles of 
- truth, and the patterns of ſanctity. Had 
he made advances, and yielded a few points 


to them, his fame would have been unri- 


valled. All men would have ſpoke well of 


him. Perſecution would not ae lifted up 


her ſeourge, nor the croſs reared: its bloody 
and tremendous terrors againſt him. But 

the love of truth prevailed over every 5 

1 temptation, and as it had been paramount 
in his heart during the whole of his "Uk 
ſo in death 3 it did not ed him. 5 5 


. 


When he was brought haben: Portius 


Fe, le bega guid confſſan®;« He 
retracted nothing he had taught, or denied 
any thing he had done. He uſed no elo- 


od 


_ | 


Pre- 


5 ess to dp; "he. DR 1577 


kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom * 
were of this world, then would my ſervants 
fight, that I Should not be delivered to the 


Fews ; 3 but now- is my kingdom not from 
hence. Hilate therefore aid unto him, Art 


| N 5 thou a king then? FJeſus anſwered, after 
the Hebrew. manner of affirmation, Thou 


e that Jam à ling. To this end was I 


born, and for this cauſe came. I into the | 
world, that I Should bear witneſs unto" the = 


tub. E vey, one that i 10 EO AY b Bear- 


| 5 my voice, 


he e dfiths propeſirloa'' is no 
8 leſs juſt. They. that are not of the truth, 4 


are the criterion of his real Aan 


Ea eraftineſs, and falſehood charac- 


teriſe the enemies of his croſs, and all thoſe 


who ſhall have no. e in kw aeg don 


| - from the dead. 


* 


Tue follo 


9 John, Xii. 37» 38. 
s ' * Eid. i. & 555 7 Joh Amig. bi TOY + 


gh. e . 


bis voice.” Candour and ſincerity | 


| 8 bedutifat Rory fi WTR 9 
Es mY the Apocryphal book: of ao and bed | 
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— is neceſſary for inſerting it in a | diſcourſe 
-— written in. defence of truth... 


In the firſt year of the —_ of E "RY 
the ſon of Hyſtaſpes, he gave a royal enter- 
: tainment to the officers" of his houſehold, 
to the princes: and nobility of Media and 
Perſia, and to all the Fovernors, and. captains, 
and lieutenants, that were under him, from. | 
India to Ethiopia, of an Bund e e 
and ſeven provinces. ID 


After the entertainment was ted; and 5 

_ company had diſperſed, the king retired 

to his bed-chamber. ' It happened, that on 
this night, ſacred to mirth and feſtivity, 

three favourite. officers, of the life-guards, 
were attendant on his perſon. While . 

he ſlept, they projected a plan to ob- 

tain honour and preferment, ſingular in its 

. nature, * unprecedented in the annals of 
| princes. They agreed, each of them to 
| Meal @ ſentence, to ſeal it up, and place it 
under the pillow of Darius; with a view - 

that he, whoſe ſentence was wiſer than the 

__ 8985 WhO ſhould. Bain the victory, 
. might 


ul f * 


- — b 
S 
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was to be clothed in purple, was to drink 


5 ; might ar arrive at . Spee honours. Ho. 8 s 0 M. 


in a golden cup, was to ride in a chariot + 
with bridles and harneſs of gold, was ta 
wear a tiara of ſilk, and a chain of gold 
about his neck; was to ſit next to Darius, 
| becauſe. of his- wiltom, and be accounted 
as one: of. the blood royal. To the king, ' 
and the three princes of Perſia, was it refer- 
5 red to decide, which was the wiſeſt of the 
pee „ and to e 1 e 
Thie del gn was Ae N Lith 
execution. i The. firſt wrote, Mine is the 
 Arongeht... The ſecond wrote, The king is 
the Rrongeft. The third was deſirous ta 
demonſtrate that truth was the ſtrongeſt; 
but 3 in order to obtain a favourable hearing, 
he choſe the favourite theme of the Eaſt, and 
Propoſed, firſt, of all, to celebrate the praiſes. | 
and power of ee He therefore wrote, 9 
15 We omen are frongs eſt; but e all k — * 
t beareth. away the victory. n . 


The king having riſen up, a 40 0 : 
| the e papers, convoked an aſſembly, 
I e . . | 
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SE AM. confting of all the princes 7 Media ad 
=— Perfia, and the governors, and the captains, 
5 and the licutenants, and the ' chief officers. 
He fat down in the royal ſeat of judgment, 
and the writings being read before him, 

the young men were called in, to declare 
their own ſentences," They appeared in 
their order, and, with great eloquence, 
defended each the poſition he had advanced, 
Zorobabel laſt aroſe, and after ſinging the 
Praiſes of women, in a manner that aſtoniſh- 


| thus Yo Neal of the truth : 


is the ſun in his courſe ; © 
the heavens round about, and feteheth- his 
| courſe again to his own. i in one gay. 
n he not great that maleth "theſe things * 
P bergfore great is the truth, and Rronger 


— 4 1 


'On Lying. 


ed the king and the princes, he 1 


| Great is the earth, bighis i the beaven; fwift 
r Be compaſſet - 


than all things. All the earth calleth upon 


the truth, and the heaven” "bleſſeth It +. * 
works ſhake and tremble at it, and with it 
is no unrighteous thing. \ Mine is wicked; 
be king is wicked, women are wicked, all 
the alt of men. are Wicked, Wm 


7 


1 e [2 oy” 0 1 b ; are 


On G 


are all 2507 wicked works, and there i is no 8 THY M. 
truth in them; in their unrighteouſneſs alſo — 5 


they ſpall periſh. As for truth, it endureth, 
and is always frrong ; ; it liveth and conquers 
eib for evermore. With Ber there is to ac» 
 cepting of perſons, or rewards ; but ſhe 
Abetb the things. that are juſt, and refraineth + 
frm all unjuſt and wicked things,” and all 
men do 4well lite of her works. in 2 gh 7 > 
Ber Judgment is any wnrighteouſneſs ; | 
he is the ftrenoth, kingdom, power, = 5 
majefy 2 of e 1 e 3 1 God 4 | 


*- truth. 


pon, Wi 75 * fo Fad bis peace, $9 all 
the people then ſhouted,” and. ſaid; Great is 
on truth, and mighty above all thinge*. 


Charmed with his eloquence, the king 
| defred him to aſk ſome other reward, 3 be- 


* Wards . that Dares bang Jeaplab, e 
to the officers upon guard, the reſolution and defence of 
the three propoſitions, i in the form of queſtions; offering, 
as the reward of victory, the hanours' above mentioned. 
Ile places this tranſaction in the firſt year of his reign ; 7 
e places it in the firſt month pf the n . . 
Which is true, is of no r - fas 59 


* 4 5 = . a ſide | 


N MET 
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On Lying: „ 


8 8 ER M. ſides thoſe ſpecified i in the writing. ren : 
v Which this noble. apologiſt for truth re- 


minded Darius of 4 vow. which he bad 
voroed to perform, ſhould he ever aſcend 
the throne. of the Medes and Perſians. 
This was, to ſend back the Jews to 
their country, to rebuild J eruſalem and 
the temple, and to reſtore the ſacred 


veſſels, which had been taken from it at 


the Babyloniſh captivity. Parius granted 
his requeſt, appointed him leader of the 
Jews, and gave all requiſite orders to fa- 


cilitate their march from the banks of the 


| Euphrates to Paleſtine, 


© To conclude. | What . "ry Los 
in fupport of truth, and in expoſing the 
guilt and deformity of falſehood, I beg 


leave to tecommend, in the moſt ſerious 


and earneſt manner, to the conſideration of — 


the younger part of my audience. e 


My young brethren, you are a proſoie 
in the generous and moſt unpractiſed period 
of 1255 Oy free uy e e and 
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. earth. born anxieties. | You are employed 8 15 . 


in treaſuring up in your minds the prin- 


eiples of ſolid and uſeful knowledge. 


' Yours is the ſpring of your days, and on 
the wiſe and virtuous improvement. of that | 
. invaluable ſeaſon, all your future ſucceſs, 5 
and utility to yourſel ves, your friends, and 


: your country, are to depend. The ſeeds 


you now ſow will bring forth their proper 


| increaſe, and diſplay their different qualities, 
when you ſhall enter upon the ſtage of 


active life; if tares and thiſtles, the produce 


will only be: fit to be conſumed with fire; 
if wheat, your” en will be FI and 5 


e 


| Sincerity | is the great ornament of perſons 2 
. in every rank and condition of life. It is 


5 particularly amiable in thoſe who are young, 
eſpecially in ſuch, like you, who are liberally 
educated. "Think | nobly of yourſelves. 


Scorn to commit a ſin ſo unſuitable to your 


years and line of education, and ſo i incon- | 
ſiſtent with your hopes of riſing to places 


5 = truſt. in | the world. In vain ſhall you 


e 5 


05 TY . 
S 515 N. Attempt to bbtain reputation and influence, 
— by the dint merely of literature and ſcience. 
„ the labours of your early years will be 
” miſpent, and all the fruits of your education 
be blaſted, if you neglect to cultivate the 
love of truth. The more that you improve 
your intellectual Powers, the more you en- 
large and ſharpen your underſtandings, the 
more you will be feared and hated, and the 
worſe and more hurtful members of bociety 
os you will become, if you are falſe. 2 


. The career of vice is uſually begun hh 
| 5 lying and diſſimulation. be wicked, ſays 
David, are gſtranged from the womb ;' they 
go aftray as ſoon as they be born, telling lies“. 
One deliberate plan of falſchood, duly exe- 
cuted, gives ſuch a ſhock to the moral prin- 
| ciples, as ſeldom admits of a complete re- 
covery. Other vices appear in youth, 
which time and experience correct. But 
"It inſincerity be allowed to ſettle i in a young 
| mind, $i am afraid the caſe is 1 
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This gathers ſtrength from age, and be- SERM. — = 


* J. 


cons; vigorous with talents, improved by | 
commerce with the world. Length of day | | 


—— ae. 


ſets no bounds to its violence, and he Who 
zs a liar when 'oung, will be A liar when 4 
his head is hoary with age. mY Own 
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SERMON Vi. 
"On insbes. : 9 I 


esse, IV. ay” 


\ 


wy not evil one of angther, Bee, 


ph HE ſtudy at Wen nature is one of 
the moſt excellent and uſeful employ- 


ments of the underſtanding. It is excellent, 


becauſe, however we may have defaced the 


divine image in which we are made, by 


our ſinful inventions, we yet retain ſuffi- 
cient marks of our original, to render us 
the ornament of this lower creation: we 


are formed in wiſdom after our kind, and 


are but a little lower than the angels. It is 


uſeful, becauſe the beſt leſſons of wiſdom 


and virtue, and the moſt perſuaſive argu- 


ments againſt wickedneſs, are to be learned 


from | 


0 Evil. gau EIS, 


| om "real life. / Example, for all the pur- 
poſes of moral and religious 1 improvement, 


| 1735 
SERM, | 


VII. 
n | 


er than precept; and whilft ſpecu- 
uv "the! abſtract inquiries ' pleaſe the 


imagination, the juſt knowledge of men 
and manners intereſts. 172575 een che | 


7-3 8 : * 
heart. 75 775 


Mind is, 4 all 1 the wo So 
Wi for mind to contemplate ; and, next 
to the character of our God, the characters 
=» mankind are moſt deſerving. of. being 8 
n inveſtigated and known. he 


Our approbation 1s: felt, when we per- 


ceive a good action. We are diſpleaſed 


1 


ments ariſe ſpontaneous within us, inde- 


pendent of reaſoning from the conſequences 


with that which is wicked in the deſigns 
and behaviour of another. Theſe ſenti- 


of things. They ſpring from our nature, 
and are virtuous it in their e ee 1 


- ou effects. 


. order, 1 to onal ourſelves Io 


; with propriety under their influence, there 


; Is s occaſion for much terns and Chriſtian _ 
£ ; 3 . | | | 


2: 


f | 5 174 On: Ful chen i 
n e arp times when ought 


— — — ee Des: — — 


= 
| > to cenſure, and times When we 


= N keep ſilence. Here, as well as. in many | 
| other moral ſituatione, there is a line of 
duty which it is difficult to draw, but which 
the good will never intentionally tranſgreſs. 
In moſt caſes, it is wrong to publiſ the 
faults, and expoſe the character of our 
neighbour; and in ſome, it is right and 
expedient to expreſs our opinions without 
reſerve concerning them. Sins diſgraceful 
to our nature, and injurious to the rights 
and peace of mankind, ought to meet with 
every poſſible diſcouragement that not only 
the laws, but that general diſapprobation, | 
can give to them. When we have received 
full information concerning them, when 
=_ we are not biaſſed by prejudice or ill-will, 
and have no bad end to ſerve, we may 
5 venture to decide, and to decide boldly. 
The praiſes beſtowed on righteouſneſs, and 
the contempt and indignation with which 
vice is treated, are of the moſt beneficial 
tendency. They are addreſſed to two very 


boa, JPET, of; Ll the love of 
honour, 


5 


On: Euit peaking: 


2 5 and the fear of ſhame 25 principles Hh * ä 


that lay powerful reſtraints | 


ed- 
5 WE" "2 


neſs, and are the ſacred guardians of pier 


and virtue. Wet may fafely appeal to them 5 

on every juſt occaſion, and while we confer 

upon the good the upphinſes they deſerve; 
- let daring: ſinners be loaded with diſgrace. . 


It i is however evident, upon the leaſt at 9 755 


tention to this ſubject, that it is a matter of - 
a great difficulty, to form a proper eſtimate 
. of, e N The F of human 


43 
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| Ez — we e take to 1 a mote in che eye 5 


8 of our neighbour, may be an allufion, o- 
1 afioned. by. a a beam in our own. We may 5 
50 been miſinformed by perſons intereſted 

3 to, do him harm. Thus candour, impar- 

” tiality, a a mind open to. truth, and free 
from the influence. of the malevolent” paſ- | 
- bons, together with yon infortation, are 
4 . 
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But alas! home: "i are is Pelle _ all | 
wee virtues ? How prone are we to pals 
raſh and uncharitable ſentences, and to 
ſpeak. evil. one of another ? How: rare to be 
found is the perſon, who is poſſeſſed _ = 
that fellow-feeling'* and tenderneſs for the 

happineſs of his neighbour, which, in judg⸗ 
like neighbours of his conduct, we 
5 — all of us to cultivate? How many 
are at no pains to examine into the g grounds 
on which their opinions, haſtily | formed and 
improperly. delivered, are founded? And 
how ready are all of us to forget our own 
" faults. and imperfeQions, and to withhold 
from others that generous allowance which 
we would wiſh granted to ourſelves * From 
which, and other cauſes, ariſes, the fre- | 
"1 quency of that ſin Which is prohibited in 
the text; a fin which, however courite- 
nanced by the world, and ſanQtified by cuſ: 
tom, is produit ive. of more breaches of 
a * and CEO Salden, h more 2 
1 A en 17 "and | 
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| 
} 
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| Evil-ſpeaking conliſts'in theſe three p: 


| "oY irdly, © in d 8 | 
and e . 8 $691 We Eg 


n treating c all firſt 
8 endeavour to "point out the cauſes from 
l whence it proceeds; and laſtly, ſhall. give 

| deren which, accom- 
bleſſing of God, as 


profeſſion as chriſtians. wt nl 1 e 


48 1 


; . T am to endeavour to-] 


o 


| cept in the text, is 'ſufficiently obvious. 


m a vice ſo ma- 
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There : are es general cauſes of evil- = 
. Firſt, the unequal light 3 in which 5 
we view different fins, according as we are 
guilty or not guilty of them ourfelves. 
Secqndly, want of proper information in 
te cauſes and nature of thoſe actions, on 
which our opinion of character reſts. 
Thirdly, malice, or the poſitive deſign of 

0 doing hurt to others. Theſe we ſhall con- 
ſider in the order here mentioned. | 


1. The firſt cauſe of evil-fpeaking 3 is the 
mail light in which we view different 
fins, according as we are gulp! or not 
guilty of them ourſelves. Sg, 


Human vices, like e « virtues, are 
= a limited nature. No man is perfect in 
his obedience to God, and ſinneth not; 
and I hope n inſtance ever exiſted of any 
perſon guilty of every kind of wickedneſs. 
We are a mixture of. light. and darkneſs, 
of wiſdom and folly, of good and bad. 
The beſt go often aſtray from their duty, 
and the worſt have their remains of virtue. 
The fins to which we have no propenſity 
from education, from our rank! in ſociety, 


| with. pF er wg thoſe. again to which we are — 
liable, and which: eaſily beſet us, we are, e 
for the moſt part, diſpoſed to overlook Land . | 


pardon 1 in another. . 


Flere, by the bye, I wen 5 le 4 


we are extremely apt to perceive things 


— through different mediums, according as 


we are well or ill affected towards the per- 
- who. performed thein. The ſame in- 


dividual action ſhall be pronounced wrong, 1 
| harmleſs, or laudable, when done by an 


enemy, * one indifferent to us, or 12 a 


© Fog & by Ih &* 
* 5 = J 
* * 


ee eee « liable bo Gill i 
error, than in judging of our own habits + 
racer. It is natural for us to ink 


and chi 
well of ourſelves, and, in reviewing our 
ves, to conſider our behaviour not ſo 
much as it is in itſelf, but as we. would 
vin it to be. eee s, b 
and often by imperce degregiy. 


thaquth of eas daty'; (al ane che rad. 


vanced beyond the confines of ſin, without 


ng Tents: that we have gone wrong. 
. N 2 1 1 


A» 
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vg, : On „Zen chehk- „ 


We a no jealouſy of les and 
think we are in the right. If ve do not 


ouverlook our ſins altogether, 8600 
N frequently the caſe, we ſee them in a very e 


+ diminiſhed ſize. Sometimes we become ſo 
blind, or ſo hardened by habits in wicked- 


neſs, as to glory in things which * = 
to our _— and confuſion. of face... 


. for reaſons the me in Had, s 


5 what Seats in degree, we fall into miſ 1 
takes in eſtimating characters, aecording as 


they differ from, or reſemble our own. 


The one we condemn, and we approve of 


the others. To add to the errors ariſing 


from this ſelf- deceit, we place in contraſt 


with ourſelves, perſons Whoſe vices Wwe 


deſpiſe or deteſt. We do not inſtitute a fair 


compariſon, whether they or ave are moſt 


to blame: upon the whole. We omg 35 


| their fins in their naked deformity. 


admit of no excuſes for them, and NS no . | 


allowance for diverſity of condition and cir- 


. cumſtances, and for the different force 


with which the ſame temptations attack dif- 


bo 8 8 men. We oo not make a fancied 


15 * 


5 0 give t them, - 


On Den gehe, 


= 0 of ſituation, and candidly put the 
queſtion, Whether, in that event, we might | 


not have acted in the ſame manner as they 
did We think we would have behaved. 
_ otherwiſe, merely | becauſe we feel no tempt- 

_ ations. to fin, Her the ; fimlitude. * their ; 


tranſere/fc on. eee 1 5 
Thus a Fu -ov of: good a birth, and. 1 
1 8 circumſtances, has no temptation to ſteal. 
He values himſelf. highly for his moral 
77 honeſty, and looks. 1 with the utmoſt 


contempt on all thoſe, who are not of the 


ſame diſpoſition. For this teaſon, he con- 


ſiders the lower ranks of. mankind, as the 


ES 
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vileſt offenders, and language can ſcarce 


furniſh him with terms ſufficiently expreſſive 


of his ſentiments. He never ponders the 


ſore trials to which poverty expoſes us. 
He has never viſited the dreary. cottage, 
Where cold, and hunger, and nakedneſs 
dwell together. He never felt the 7 
WT want, nor heard his ſtarving children 
cry 1 to him for bread, when he had x none 
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0 Beil Seating: 


To bim 1 would fay ; Enjoy thankfully 55 
— ty happier lot : Revile” not thoſe whom | 

_ misfortunes have rendered finful: Learn a 
i leffon of charity: 5 Perhaps, after all hy zeal | 
N for virtue, .their fins s are e far more venial 2 


5 N thouldl 1 he. tawpied t ot, 
to take the name of thy God i in Varge 


Liften to the account: given by fe 5100 
5 of the great and wealthy: They are all op- 
pPreſſors of the poor, diſſalute in their lives 
and principles, fabbath-breakers, adulterers, 
ſcoffers at religion, and forgetful af God, 
Such I would admoniſh, Pray likewiſe 
with Agur, 7a be fed with food. convenient 
for you, ant ot BE FR ft you be full 


ereed, and e ee arialy with the holy | 


ventured ta TR from common re- 
5 ceived 5 


obletyances of former times. That one 


. 


8 15 5 0. bei. lng. 


ef mooght” and ſpeculation. The former 
is called a hypoerite by the latter, and h. 


in his turn is accuſed by him of hereſy or 


infideli . The gay and pleaſurable cenſure 
ſobriety; 'Tisall monkiſh abſtinence,” they - 
_ exclaim, « and - unnatural. mortification.” 

The ſaber and frugal retort upon them the 
opprobrious names of gluttons, dreads, 


debauchees. The miſer abhors the prodigal; | 


and the prodigal, happy i in his Holy: and ex- 
e, execrates the miſer. ES. 


Thus are the ſeeds of evi i pe ? ing ſown 


* 


| h wixt man and man. Candour and cha- 


n have no part in forming 


. gc en utter againſt o one another. | 


| Each caſts his own failings behind his back, 
or views them diminiſhed by ſelf· love almoſt 
to nothing; wh 


7 ilſt with the inverted tube 


he beholds thoſe of of his uelghbodr A 
and diſtorted. | = 


TY Others are 3 of jr TRY 
from. raſh and premature judgment, and 


„ 2 4 _ from 
5 * 3 1 DV 5 . ; 
7 4 l 5 . » 4 4 
- * „ : 3 
- 
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805 ing; which they. give their. opinion. $511, 


| with the action, or the character, 


* b ; 3 
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i 3 
3 5 
Y Pole nes te : ( . by . 
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5 


\ To account juſtly for the ede 11 
| 1 and to delineate from it the diſtin- 5 
guiſhing features of his character, is a nice 
and difficult undertaking, in Which, for 
the followin g reaſons, very few ſucceed. | TY 


Firſt, T he bulk of mankind judge of the 
ei of others, not according to truth, 
but by the partial and imperfect ſtandard f 


their own ſentiments and notion of things. . 


Hence their opinions regarding any parti- 
cular action, are as different and oppoſite 


_- as their tempers. The merciful and Me. 
minded are deſirous to aſcribe it to a good 


motive. The wicked, being deſtitute of 


2 generous and ſympathizin g ſentiments, and 
eager to aſperſe virtue and piety, reſolve it 


into ſelkibaels and bad dens, Each 55 


n 


5 1 
; y op 


tioned by fone ſuch motives. a8 he | is con- . 
ſcious would have influenced himſelf 3 in his 5 
einen and decides: accordingly. e 

0 ena, 


— : 8 I 27: * Fl Tg 


., Beit hg, 


Fa It is ſeldom in dur y power to. 8 


8 may! have 45 2 10 75 reaſons which 
| have totally eſcaped our notice. 5 That 
5 which he hath done, although! it may em 
ambiguous, and even bad, may be i inno- 


I 3 8 


cent, and would appear ſuch, to us, were 
we acquainted with « every cauſe, 3 
and conſequence of it. Granting however 
that it ſhould be wreng, yet it may not be 
ſinful in that high degree we ſuppoſe 1 it. 


Beſides, there may be alleviating circum- 
ſtances in the caſe. The temptation by 


| which. he fell, might have been uncom- 
monly ſtrong: he might have been ſur- 


priſed i in an unguarded moment: he might 
haye ſinned, not from premeditated deſign, 
but from an unfortunate fally of paſſion, of _ 
| which. be n. ow. bitterly. repents. : In ſhort, 
charity, which thinketh, 10 evil, may ſug- 
N Say. kind. and brother] ly apologies * 
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md. We are . Fubty evil-⸗ 
A in conſequence of © 19-26 


and believing too 1 the rr are 


oy Ws is a duty bet upon us; to 


. be firictly on our guard, againſt being i im- 
poſed upon. Iuoſtead of forming a haſty, 
precipitate jud gment, we ſhould, carefully 


conſider, and if it be in our power, ſhould 
Inc uire, whether the tale ve. have heard 5 
be a juſt account of What is faid to have 


| happened, . One circumſtance added to the 


truth, or one withheld from it, will make | 


a good action ſeem bad, and that which is 


Z bad look worſe. The malicious | are reſtleſs | 


_ and | indefaligable, like their father the devil, 
and are. conſtantly walkin . „ feeling | 
58 whom they- may devour... 


e ſtory may 


0 have been conttived or altered by them, 


and, in either caſe, we ought not to believe 


one ſyllable of it. It is no argument againſt 


this, that others tell it as well as they; or, - 
| firſt, the ſimple and unfuſpicious are eaſily 


5 anten: i and ts in ns next. place, 4 there a are 


2 
2 * 4 i P . . 4 3 74 3 
« 2 8 LE , 1 
ol * * F : 


* 


many, | who would: hot raiſe 8 at evil rt E 
that are very ready to take up land circulate. „ 
one that is made to their hand. Neither iv „ 
NH eon 26 te that, becauſe: it is current, i 
| in the word fo e it e . 


. 


tru * 


met wich, as long wil f feandal a ina: 1 250 0 Ty 
| malicious tales be told. That i it is plaufible, e 
and has the appearance of veracity, can be „ 
lily explained on the fappoi | 
was at firſt a groundleſs, and even an abſurd 1 4 
| fiftion. When 4 thibg of this kind bas . 5 
6 equet h repeated, what was impro =: 
þable 3 in it is gradually left out, POS Tu 5} 


1 ſupplied, and*circumſtances are added, Is : Sie. | 1 


lt "acquire the form and conſiftericy of | „ 

| truth. In this Way reports of the Nt . 
cenſorious nature prevail in the world, that © | 1 
are either void of all foundation, V 

1 1 in * e N 
1 . name being one e of our beſt and Cs 9 1 
| | Ghareſ poſſeſſions, it is ſurely ſinful and 5 — » 
JJ unfeeling „ 


1 
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A “ be; in a leb degree, thus to rr ” 


— and trifle with the character of others. | = 


we will take it upon us to jue 


us to liſten with reſerve to the accuſations 
| brought againſt. them. Let us make large 
allowance to the ex: 


zggerations which hatred, 
envy, prejudice, rivalſhip, jealouſy, party 


ſpirit, bigotry, and the like, may have 5 
added to the charge; and let us be diſpoſed 
5 to call } in .queſtion, 1 rather than to. ad mit as 
5 evidence, things wanifeſtly tt told to do harm. 5 


No excuſe can here be pled for raſh, ill- 
founded Judgments ; 3 they are unjuſt and - 


inhuman ; no . i iſh to be fo 


judged himſelf. . 5 
3. The laſt and: main OED 55 l= 


e is malice. This conſiſts in the 
deliberate intention of doing hurt to ano- 


ther, and is oppoſed to that temper, which | 


our Saviour. appointed to be the badge of 


his followers, 1 in theſe words : By this ſhall 


all men know that ye are my apes, if ge = 
| Have bove one to another*, 1 > 


or Jane, x xi, 55. 7 _ 77 


: "WP 2 r 1 . — 1 
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189 


1 - a which the excellency of 8 ER Me, : 


i. fr e conſtitution affords to us, in ou 


| : | perſons and prope 


fraud, theft, robbery, violence, murder, 
and other atre 


of bringing offenders to juſtice. However 
this be, it is evident that when malice is 


reſtrained from exerting itſelf in deeds of 
. . injuſtice and violence, it will ſtudy to diſ- 
ng the W 
Fo 1 whom. it deſires. to injure. . SHA. 
Now, this may be done two ways: firſt, | 
- by publiſhing 1 libels; 3 e 5 


charge its venom by attac 


3 i -ſpeaking. 


The former. of 1 is "lenge: with 8 


much trouble and ts and as the 


- 


* 7 . . Y [1 
/ PET, 4 e d * 


ties, is more ſecure and 

| complete, than what, perbaps,” was ever 
enjoyed by any nation. Proviſion is ſo 
 ainply made for detecting and puniſhing 


>clous crimes, thats foreigners | 

urge the frequeney of dur executions as an 
; objection to our national morals; whereas 
the fact ſeems to be, that the ſubjects of 

| neighbouring ſtates are no leſs, if not much | 
more, corrupt and' licentious than our own, 


but do not poſſeſs our political advantages 
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On: 2 Beuchat: 


Vit. 1 author, or their editor, to pe alt! 


8 te 
by the legiſlature againſt offences, capable, 
| like theſe, of being defined; and proved. 
It is, cherefore, an evil limited, in a great 
meaſure, to che cirele in which rival wits, 
rival flateſmen, and thoſe who hold publie 
offices, move; and by no means affects 
the bulk of mankind. The poiſon beſides, 
which it is meant to communicate, carries 


with it an antidote of ſovereign efficacy in 


moſt caſes, if not in all; which 16, that 
the wiſe and good pay no regard to ſuch ; 
ſcandalous, publication, and that time either 
brings to light truths purpoſely concealed 
and vitiated, or ſoon burkes 9 ods 
in in everlaſting oblivion.. 285 85 


But evil-ſpeaking extends its FEI 
qa throughout the wide ſphere a 
Which embraces the whole members . 


| boeiety. No rank, profeſſion, age, or ſex, 


is beyond its reach. I eoalketh in darkne/+ . 
ike the Peſtilence, and waſteth like agſtruction 


at noon- day. It afſumes ſo many ſhapes, 
changes fo eaſily, and varies ſo infinitely, 


i its N that the beſt of ſtatutes 


have 


— 


On. [Foil e 


have in va 1 attempted. to weave : A net to SER *. 
entangle and catch ſo multiform a prodigy — yu 
of miſchief. A few caſes, indeed, of groſs ” 
| ſcandal and defamation, with ſuitable penal | 
4 ties annexed to them, are deſcribed i in our . 
5 code of criminal juriſprudence. | But in : 
general, the evil is abſolutely irremediable 
dy law; it being eaſy to elude the graſp — 
juſtice, and, at the ſame time, to gratify 
 erery. malicious purpoſe of our beart, in 9 
the moſt ſafe and complete manner. tie 
| 
f 
| 
| 


| eaſy to throw out dark hints and ſuſpicions, 
to uſe equivocal and ambiguous terms, and 
to convey the moſt ſevere reflections i in lan- 
guage, which no law ever framed can inter- 
Pret into a erime. In £ ſhort, it is chiefly 
by means of this ſin, by whatever name we 
chooſe to call it, whether by calumny, don 
TE traction, wh iſpering, tale-bearing, back-biting, - 
Judgi ng. another 5 cenſoriouſneſs, or, which in- 
cludes them all, by evil. -ſpeaking, that thoſe, 
| enflamed with enmity and the thirſt of doing 15 
„ hurt, are to be dreaded i in a community 21 
like ours, fo well guarded i in other 8 5 
„ our An and inſtitutions, | os, 5 
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BY Rl Ines, bur rude Gorbflithers te · : 


"y | cla the deciſion of many cauſes, both 


Civil and criminal, to the proweſs and Vas 


lour of the parties who went to law. This 
brutiſh appeal from. the tribunal of RO 
to the fate of arms, Was owing to their 


85 want of laws, nn mp and to _ 


r 


E Mam of rifles: Whether ihe | 
remains of the Judicial combat, {till obſervable 


in the cuſtoms of the European nations, are 


not connived at from ſomething of a Hanllar 


1 5 285 75 th at which at firſt gave riſe to it, 


this is not the proper Place to inveſtigate. of 
- The cognizance, then, of evil-ſpeaking, 5 


te ſource of ſo much miſery and calamity : 


Do for which no redreſs can be obtained at the 
bar, belongs in a pecu 
pulpit. The facred moraliſts of the Old 

” Teſtament diſpenſation have deſeribed this 


ar manner to the 


; fin, with great force and beauty, as 4 thing : 


moſt offenſive to God. Jeſus and his 


apoſtles, as will be ſhewn i in the ſequel, T 


laid * rules againſt it, o clear and 
e deciſtve, _ 


55M 


N amo his diſciples. 3 
Thus religion Fn. e in 5g 0: the 


to a * 8 the e of 3 
will be fully revealed, nd will receive „ 
recompenſe they have eſcaped here, and 


from, the wrath which „ 


» - 
__ * 
= ” * * 
- N 2 
1 * 
Y * 4 8 " 4 
Di * - * \ 5 . F 
VN 1 4 s . „ — 7 x ”- 2 
7% * 3 i ; n 85 
>; * 3 Beg © 
. 
*. . — 
5 2 
*\ N 
* % 7 8 i 
a * * 


* # 
« 8 * bd 
* 
2 F 4 T 5 25 s ; % 5 2 5 LN 
#25 * 2 J * l . 2%, v . 8 . = 5% * +5" W 
o F $0 >. 63'S 9 „ F 2. © Tx . FLYt CD. 3 $ 
— N n t n 5 Pg OE * * — 1 S © 4 #- e F — 2 { 0 * 
Wa * 5 2 g 5 
4 — * 1 
, 5 : — 
+ > 1 « 4% 3 : _Y 3 . # o 
% : 3 2 ; 8 | ; N OI ve * ; 1 g 1 * 1 
. 5 . * $ 3 8 1 $5 FO F'# C e 7 e 4 
vs ＋ 4 -w4 „ 1 1 * 1 & K # E C : I df 
Z of 7 - 
£ br 4 * ; £ . 
| 1 7 1 
8 «26 * „ 
7 „ , - * 8 $ a oth , 
„„ 3 . t ; 
* * 7 1 * 4 1 Ot 1 x V . 1 o 4 : * ; 70 Fi 7 1 * OI s: & 5 3 8 PO oy ; „ 1 
1 53 939 e YO S.. * 4 1 4 . 3 J . F 1 * 
8 0 5 I ? , — w . K4 : 
V+ is ? 123 
* 
ZOE ul 4 £ *, „ \ 
WF: »*\ 8 1 4 o 
* 7 1 3 1 . * i 
x 
3 NG 
33 8 
2 7 £4 * 2 1 
18 HY, „ 0 ; 
* © = 
Wy 4 $ 5 
8 * » P EX I * a 77 
* . 3 Fran N 9 , . me 
% * "= * - . > iy 
* . 8 } > \ : 
?.. * N 5 * 1 art 4 & * 5 2 * * þ 4 
BF * 7 #% ON 2 / N 2 8 r : . 8 & 
LOFTS + * Ti „ SES CVE E £ " 1 
2 WE 8 I co 83 N „ : eee. T: * & . . » 4 2 ry 3% * 5 
. N 8 1 8 e * n 3 3 . 3 < Page OS... 
* 0 4 = þ 
y 
4 
oy 
- 
. þ 
= 
— 
* 
* 
/ 
f % 4 
* 
* 
— * 
* 
* a 
| ; 
[4 \ 
— 
© * — K 
; * | 7 : Y ; 
* Fe oy 4 * 
1 
4 E — 7 5 
- ” - x 
45 « — 
[2 \ 7 « 
5 » : 
63s 33 % . % 92 
F 9 * — 4 
{ * 2 1 — 1 4 . 
x: * ; 1 £ 2 
„ * F % 
4 * > £ A 
— 4 * 
8 . * | - 2 7 + 9 
* 5 2 - 
: 4 | g I = * 
. 1 * 6 
* 7 4 5 
* 1 y 7 . * 
8 + * 3 I = * 
, Y * 2 - x 
— * a * — * 5 2 
* 
- ; ; : * 
5 « L „ 2 \ 2 — f 4 f 
\ 3 . a 8 5 4 : b 
% 4 Ihe... ” 3 : . * * 
i — 4 * 


193 


8E RM. 
VIII. 


uss, 1e x 
"Gat not {evil one N another, brethren. 


0 F NT ig" Hin dc we rs 
' aſſigned for evil-ſpeaking, malice, it 

has been obſerved, is the chief. Now 

malice, although it has only one end to 


| | purſue, i in the caſe under our conſideration, 


yet takes methods to gain that end, as dif- 


"ferent as are the paſſions, humours, and 


degree of ſagacity in thoſe who admit it 
into their councils. | In a ſubje ect of ſuch 
importance, it is proper to be more parti- 
nar. 1; therefore, proceed to take under 
review the more diſtinguiſhable kinds of 
charakter, chat evil of their neigh- 
bours 


chem W i 1 xl lies 
e one As e to 2 plated 5 

0 the head of this black catalogue, is the 
5 Man whoſe enmity is not reſtricted to in- 
e 18 nen to the whole 88 — 0 
1 5 1 


"Us is a EI HC ee: has Jeb 

2 ſoured | with croſſes and diſappointments z ' 
or who, by long indulging - a ſpirit of per- | 
| verſeneſs, diſſatisfaction, and ill- nature, 
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! 2113 | 
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has planted i it ſo deep, and fixed it ſo firmly _ 


in his mind, that all which he utters is gall 


and wormwood. He is fretful, rude, and 
ſurly. He is offended: with every counte- 
nance, on which, joy and complacency 8 
ſmile, and he is cut to the quick by the | 


proſperity of his neighbour. Merit, uſeful 


talents, and amiable diſpoſitions of mind, 
are no protection from the virulence of his 


abuſe, ſhould the perſon. adorned by them : 


| be fortunate. | | FF. he is pleaſed with any 
| ching, it is with the contemplation of : 


vretchedneſs; and 1920 for, being 1 185 


TR, 8 
£Þ 8 ASE. - — 
I : 


n u. Zo MY miſerable him aß he is grieved that : 


wy ſhould be ſucceſsful and happy. riot 


It ig painful to hear the ſcurrility uttered 
by his tongue. His jaundiced eye ſees 
every  aQion and character in the worſt 
light, and he curſes and rails againſt them, 
according to the impreſſion: thus made upon 
his mind. He unmercifully aggravates the 
£ weakneſſes, follies, | and. vices of others. ; 
He extenuates their virtues, or aſcribes them 
to bad motives, or calls them by the fin to 
which, in their exceſs or defect, they may 5 
approach. Innocence, . according to him, 
is ſillineſs ; . wiſdom is cunning ; courage, 
raſhneſs ; prudence, knavery ; and piety, 
hypocriſy. . His memory is a precious re- 
poſitory of the errors, failings, and faults 
of his neighbours, and of all the bad con- 
ſtructions that he can poſſibly put upon 
their behaviour. He judges others by the 
ſtandard of his own feelings, and ſuppoſes 
that they a& from. every, baſt principle, 
which he is conſcious would have influenced 
himſelf, had he been placed i in their r. room. 
: His abufe and N unt 


'Evil-Speaking. 1 297 A 
T PET expoſe i it in all its naked 7H SBAM. 9 
6. dhe Bolle and een of Bl 
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1 l Would be e hes: Eats this „ 
| virulent! diſpoſition and malignant conduc RL 
would do incredible miſchief in ſocietx. 
l He cafteth fire-brands and arrows */at ran. 
dom, and on all hands around him, and 
we might conclude that deſtructive confla- 
| grations and wounds would be occaſioned © 
by them. This, however, is ſo far from 
being the conſequence, that while he is 
thus buſied i in diſcharging ſuch dangerous 
. Weapons, he may ſay with the mad-man of 
Solomon, Am not I in Hort ? Of all the | 
characters addicted to evil-ſpeaking, he is 
perhaps the Jeaſt noxious. . takes in ſo 
large a field, that the overflowing of bis 
gil does little or no arm. His temper is 
violent, his abuſe” fo general, and his 
top gue to loud and outrageous, that, like the | 
rate luke, he gives the alarm, and all who 
hear it are on their guard againſt what he „ 


1. 11 


. for 5 His ſtories and commentaries do not 
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— on their forehead the ſtam 
of their original. What is more mortify 


10 him, they are conſigned 0 oblivion, | 


— 


* 
. 48 


and ſigt 2 


hout the laſt decent e of: IL _ 
| lar . e SEE Sn e bes 
„Wm thi ee \of"-hemper, 


coulncls of tongue, and brutality ef man- 
ners, by which this: evil-ſpeaker is diſtin- 


guiſhed, the fatiric ical wit NE + Forward 
and claims our attention. 1 en, FED - 


. is one whole. Giri" are eh Bis 


5 converſation animated, his repartees quick, 
2 his allies - poignant. " His diſcourſe, . of 
which, life and manners form the main to- 


pics, i8 ſtrongly marked with a ſevere and 
| ſarcaſtic way of accounting for actions, and | 
explaining. characters. He is a ſtranger to 
that enchanting humour, which can ſo at- 
temper ridicule, as even to give no 182 to 


"the perſon on whom, it is directed. His 
delight, on the contrary, 18 Placed i in mor- 
tifying and depreſſing others, and, when 


1 he ſeemeth to be in port, he is throwing 


darts, bre bah and 9 to do harm. 
T here : 


deſign, eee SS 
3 Pleaſes. The reſembla 4 „ 
in each/piece is diſcernible, although;/in he 1 
general compdſiion of it, truth had dal „ 


HM parts; Some ef the limbs c 8 | 
_ enlarged, others are dimini ; | 
dſtotted : | beauties ate throw * 3 | . 
ſhade, anti are brought in vier „„ 
andaggravatedz ſo chat, retaining a certain 1 
kene, che faireſt of « ay 
| repreſented by his trausformi e 5 
ee dee ud ee The ; 


qually repre keenneſs of bn | 
wy often as an opportunity of in- 3 

2 2 3 - 1 Kg Wy f Og 4 
i ee in his Way een, 8 3 


1 


Although it is true chat th 
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c eee are therefore, M. 
erer in welt behaviour,” and unſtable 
in ſe xy deer courle, but veer about in a 
ons, according as this out- 


rageous n blos upon them“ [They / 
are changeable .' in their opinions, 
bekle in their loves and enmities. Their 
vrinble and inco Mtant temper ſets 1 at 
perpetanh, pet nn with k their” nov, 


8 en py intermittent moments they | 
they repent of i it, 


„ „ 


Tx » 


are grieved for their fo 
and refolve: never to be 
again. Scarce are theſe good reſolutions 
formed, when ſome trifling accident moves | 
their ſpirit, raifes a freſh tempeſt, and drives 1 
them to the . of like 36s of mad- 
ne and indiſeretion. 1 


_ Now. the eck are bey vad ef chis 5 
> and combuſtible paſſic "TP ; 
ture. being either gentle from | } ir ſtitu- 
tion, or ſoftened by zent bekits of: patience, 1 
forbearance, and ſelf. command. 1 
a * e in ber character 
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| EM: . ners. 80 far from. e taſty addr 


2 - hes gratification, it wai 
proper time, place, and -opportun | 
onder that its vengeance may be they. 
ſated. It | treaſures up materials of evil, 
takes aim with a fixed eye and ſteady drm, 
and wounds where CPI ave Lexpoſed 
rt, boletel notes. 


© David, ho ſuffered fo many Ns 
from perſons of this atrocious character, 
thus defcribes them in the OR | 
Palm: "They whet their tongue like a fevord,. 
and bend their bows to ſhoot their” arrows, | 
even bitter words. That' they may boot in 
- ſecret at the, perfect; Fa Suddenly, do they ſhoot 
at him, and fear not. They encourage them-, 
ſelves in an evil matter: they. commune of 
laying ſnares privily; they ſay, Who » ſhall ſee, 
them? They ſearch out iniquities, they ac 
compli 1/1 a diligent fearch; both the inward 
| thought of every one Y Hem, and the beart.is is 
dec 5 n 


oe e 
Now, tha is no leſs Jireatly opp ſed. 

to this diſpaſſionate defire of . miſe 

run lu. 36. Eh, 

7 8 | „„ chief, 


) 


In anda 


Fo ich, thai to the els off anger. 8 K Ke. 
In a per ſon adorned with this amiable vir. 


1 tue, His feeling of injury is ſo attetnpered, 


and his heart ſo guarded by it; that malice _ 
and cruelty can find no acceſs into it. When 5 


1 he avengeth himſelf of his wrongs, (for, as 


hall be ſhewn by and bye, meekneſs is by io 
means incompatible with reſentment itſelf,) 


he aſks no ſatisfaction for them, but what 


religion, the reſpect due to his own rights 
and reputation, and love of the public good, 


can fully vindicate. He is diſpoſed to 


relent, and ready to forgive, when this 
ſatisfaction is made to him. He conſiders his 

enemies in the Chriſtian point of view, as 

brethren, as fellow- creatures, and as being 


capable of happineſs and miſery, as he him- 
ſelf is. To the devotees of honour, falſely 


1 e and to the children of the devil, | 


who“ was a murderer from(the beginning,” 


he leaves that implacable ſpirit which par= 
dons no offence, . retaliates every claim, 
and glories in. calling to the moſt ſevere. 
and rigid account, every one who has done. 
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On Bale,. e 5 
546 kretfulneſs Thoroarenthers, in ve | 


N eee never riſes to that degree of 


* 


ſtrength which is called anger or revenge, but 


which conſumes itſelf in a humour peeviſh, 


05 complaining, and for ever diſcontented. ; A 
ſmile is {ſeldom ſeen on their countenance, 
and a good - natured reflection never is 


uttered by their lips. They are conſtantly 
meeting with ſomething or another which 


diſpleaſes them. No perſon connected with, 
or dependent upon them, can enjoy peace 


in their preſence. Their miſerable temper 
impairs their health; and, diſeaſes of the 
body conſpiring with diſcaſes of the mind, 


renders them more and more a plague to 
themſelves and to others, > longer . : 


_ drag out their exiles... 
Meekneſs, likewiſe, is ſtrongly 4 


py this bad and unfortunate diſpoſition of 


mind. The meek man enjoys that inward 


= compoſure and tranquillity, which makes 
him at peace with himſelf, and with all 
around him. Vexations and diſappoint- = 


ments, to which we are conſtantly expoſed 


in | this "Wy of ſorrows, do not ruffle a 
JJ 8 _ 


9 


4 » 
% 
W 
o% & py, 
1 75 


bi regulated: us his. - 1e Ulber de- 


ſpiſes them altogether, or bears them with \ 


reſignation; asd thus delights wn with 
Per overt e 
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Buß though, mene, he. thaw 3 op= 5 8 


1 to the exceſſes of reſentment. above | 
taken notice of, we are not from thence te 


conclude, that it is a Apes, inconſiſtent I 


with: reſentment itſelf, That prin» 


ciple was implanted rs in our nature, by 
that infinitely good and infinitely intelli- 


gent Being, Who ſormed us in wiſdom 


after our kind; and who made ſuch gra- : 


eious proviſion for us, in the frame and 


conſtitution of our mind, as was moſt con- 


ducive to promote the purpoſes of his con 


ferring exiſtence upon us. The Want, 


therefore, of reſentment, or of any other 


original paſſion, | affection, or ſentiment, 


would imply as effential a defect in our in- 


a 1 ward make, a8 the want of any of the 


5 bodily limbs « or organs of perception would | 
argue a defect in the ROE 3nd. wieful | 
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SERM. 


Os Abel. 


The differetce betwixt Wade influenced 
by a ſentiment in its juſt degree and on a 
right occaſion, and feeling it in its exceſs 


and improperly, is no leſs in magnitude, 
than the eternal diſtinction which ſub- 


citizens. VVV 
RY * 


- fiſts between virtue and vice, Tight and 
wrong. Meekneſs is conſiſtent with the 
| one, but is utterly incompatible with the 


other; and,” therefore, while it marks 


a. temper averſe to do any thing harſh'or 


injurious to another, and which ſets bounds 


to the angry and wrathful elements within 
us; yet it accords entirely with the views 
of the moſt public and independent ſpirit, 


and has no interference with the duties 
we are bound to: nota as men e vas. 


7 


e dy the the A the + aa of - 
irritating a man of a meek temper. As he 


will not. conceive enmity againſt another, 


without the moſt + juſt and reaſonable grounds 
of provocation; ſo, after receiving them, 
he will not be again reconciled to the ag- 8 


greſſor, without a Juſt and reaſonable com- 


penſation. Anger 18 a ſtorm which ſoon 
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55 ſends its violence: r : revenge may be bribed; SER M. 

i peeviſbneſs may be flattered. But good- 15 — 
neſs,” of which meekneſs is a modification, . 

is a ſteadys principle of action, and when 


; thoroughly provoked will not be appealed, 


till all proper conceſſions and Teparation 5 
are made by the offender, or till he is 
puniſhed any as his vickedneſs der 


natal 8 
Rene Mecknefs i is not G4 ET to "the 


/ : . exceſſes of reſentment, but likewiſe to that 
5 temper which appears under different forms, 


in the proud, the contumelious, the diſ- 


dainful, the inſolent, and the imperious. 1 


This haughty offspring of Lucifer v 
: nothing but that boundleſs power, after 


ogant” mind aſpires, to ren- 


der them the ſcourge of nations, and the 


a enſlavers of mankind. Their law is 4 will 5 
rendered and ſtubborn by ſelf= 
conceit. Their idol 15 made up of "their 
oven influence, power; and;glory;”and'they - 
would have all men fall down and wenig = 
it. Their pleaſure conſiſts in overawing 
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On Nele, 


J E R DN, rank, and in making them, feel their infer N 


_ riority in its moſt. humiliating bitter 


high 3 value. upon ourlgiy: 


They are difficult of. accels, ſtern in their 
demeanour, rsſerved 1 in, their diſcourſe, and 5 
deciſive and peremptory in their, . 
Their diſpoſition, agrecahle,to the Scripture | 
a cegun of pride, is naturally and 2A 


abitpally 
cruel 3. and at the ſame. time is not free 


from isse, e and wee diſs 
uk | : „ 


et is not more : opp 


ngr ſweet ta hitter, than ee i840 paige. 


For, as the latter coofiſts/ in putting too 

ves and in de- 
ſpiling others; ſo meckneſs, on the eon 
trary, is allied to hymility and lôwläneſa 


of mind, acknawledges their merit and im- 


portance, and-cantemplates them with eyes 


Full of begigaity and ggadgeft. Hence, 
Povely in itſelt, this diſnoßtion appears ſtill 
lovalier, when conſidered as a principle of 


aQiqn, extending i ies mild influence over us - 


Ag the diſcharge of the relative duties of life. | 
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ers a man kind te his relations, gran 


! 2 * N . 
g . © x * 
: 7 
ads ; 
INN n 
* 
r * 
- 
* 
: 1 5 0 
* 


—— 


| On Alf, 
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As he is not inclined to be: unrelent- 
i even to thoſe: who. have muted” hi "2 
Sept where virtue demands kim: to be 


ſevere; fo, far leſs is he capable of hurting: 5 
the juſt ſenſibility of another; of inſulting: 


thoſe at the mercy of his temper; or of 


_ ſtudying to increaſe his own: dignity” and 
importance, wa h DAG e 


miſery to others. e 60 eee. 


Laſtiy, meekneſs is oppoſed to it ; 


neſs, petulance, impudence, and rudeneſs. 
Perfons in whom theſe odious diſpoſitions 


predominate,” aſſume airs of importance 
Which are not their due, pretend to merit 
and talents not their own, and intrude Ez 


themſelves into companies above their rank, 
and into places and employments for which 


they are totally unfit. Whereas, full of 


modeſty and condeſcenſion, the meek never 


give offence by audacity of manners, or 
ever. violate the laws or ee and de- 


Cor un. 


una ſſu ming with "hie-dqwails, san. 5 
. to his ſuperiors, | and gentle to 3 | 
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f they Gall ſeek honours ac: . | 
ment, they will firſt- of all endeavour to 


render themſelves deſerving of them; but 


5 they will · never uſurp the ſtation which 


ſuperior abilities ought t fill. They will 


not with unbluſhing countenance, and with 


| beauty to the moſt indifferent en & 


a bold addreſs, thruſt back others in order 


to ſeize their place. They will not, with 


boaſtful pretenſions, force themſelves into 


public attention; nor with the ſmooth in- 
ſinuating manners of the hypocrite, 


* 


the chief ſeats at a feaſt, and ſalutations 2 
the market-place. | Their gentle and eour- 


teous nature appears in the whole of their. 


deportment, and i imparts a gracefulneſs and 
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«Mei ſhall not be; yea; thou 4308 
hy conſe ſder bis place, and it N : 
5 But the meek ſhall inherit the eurtb, 8 and | | 
ſelves” i in ibe abundance | 1 
AVI. NG: endeavoured to -deferifie? the SERM. 
nature of meekneſs, 1 proceed to ex- 3 ö 
plain what we are to underſtand by the : 
reward promiſed to it in the text; The | 
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ment, they will firſt of all endeavour to 
render themſelves deſerving of them; but 
they will- never uſurp the ſtation which 


ſuperior abilities ought to fill. They will 


7 
not with unbluſhing countenance, and with 


a bold addreſs, thruſt back others in order 
to ſeize their place. They will not, with 
boaſtful pretenſions, force themſelves into 


public attention; nor with the ſmooth in- 


ſinuating manners of the hypocrite, 


their. Reer . 


tke chief ſeats at a feaſt, and ſalutations i in | 
the market-place. | Their gentle and cour- 
teous nature appears in the whole of their 

deportment, and imparts a gracefulneſs and 
beauty to the moſt indifferent. dien of 
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ae PORE anger, and forfake e „ 
not - thyſelf in any wiſe to do . 
evil. dbert ſhall be cut ; but thoſe _— 

| apait upon the Lord, they ſhall inberit the 
5 — For yet a liule while, *and the 
wicked ſhall not be; yea, thou ſhalt diligent- 

7 conſider his az . it ſhall not be. 
But the meek \ Hall inherit the earth, and 


Lan "delight themſelves in the abundance „ 
2 f peace, e nee ee 
Henne eds to debe the SBRM. 
nature of meekneſs, I proceed to ex-. 

plain what we are to underſtand by the . 


5 1 reward promiſed to it in the text; The 5  « 
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8 BR RM. meek ſhall inberit. the „ and | ſhall | 


P AY 


delight themſelves in the abundance. of 


| Peace. According to the plan purſued 
in the former diſcourſe, I ſhall, at the fame 


time, point out the miſeries which flow 


from the diſpokticas of mind that are 188 | 
poſite to it. 0s 


The promiſe c 
land was made to Abraham, when he 1 was 


commanded by God to depart ou ut of his 
native country, and to ſeparate himſelf from 


his idolatrous kindred. He . ” 


took his journey te Haran, where, Tera 
bis father died; and from Haran he came 
into the land 05 Canaan. As bei paſſed” 
onward, '' through the land. unte the plain 
off Moreb, the. Lord appeared unto! him and 
aid, Valo thy feed. will I give this Land. 

To Iſaace and to Jacob the ſame grant was 


ſucceſſively renewed. Joſeph, on his death- 55 
bed, ſaid unto his brethren, T dic: and God 
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| * 8 ka ie e fon _ 
Arena, to ſſaac, and to Jacob *. 


In fulflment of theſe deſigns of Dhein . 
Providence, the Iſraelites were put in poE i” 
_  ſeffion of the land of Canaan; and the 
: primary i reward promiſed to Spec ee un- 


der the law, was the ſecure and enim 
inheritance of it. Hence it became 


verbal with the facred writers. to Jebel 


peace, prof] perity,”  fuccels in their affairs 
and undertakings, and happineſs in general, 
under the figure of dwelling in, or inherit 
ing the earth. In this Pſalm that figure 


occurs no leſs than ſeven times, 8⁰ much 
was it in ufe, that our Saviour, whoſe | 


kingdom was not of this werld, and who 
Never invited mankind to become. his fol- 


lowers for the fake of any temporal advan- 


meek, fir Ty ſhall inherit the earth 4. 
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8 BR R Mr: bes eaten obliged to atone for thetd 
L violence by the loſs of their property or in- 


325 i ae 


1 and are ſometimes literally cut 


N But the perſon who is of a meek and 
95 inoffenſive nature lives 1 in ſecurity; he i Ins 
| herits in quiet that portion of the ood 
things of this life, which God has been . 
: pleaſed. to beſtow, upon him; and te. de 
lights. himſel, If. in the . abundance . of peace. , 
I Thereisno further. connection than this, be- 
twixt meekneſs and the poſſeſſion, of worldly 7 
goods. The language i in the text is meta- 
Phorical; and expreſſes, that a meek man 
ſhall be happy; a point I ſhall 1 now endea · 
1 Von, more particularly. to illuſtrate, 7 


os + Meckneſs fenders A _ beloved dy 
: others.” CP Wn My le | 
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2 1 tema 
5 per, : are a perpetual plague to all who have | 
any connection with them by conſangui⸗ 
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| lower. ages Wy che Keats bd ß * 
5 rious, K. the Appudent, aud che rude. 
1 > "pre 


. Meebngſß. 
8 Auger is is :the parent of diſcord: and __ 


| Revenge e is ſtill worſe; for if we': id the 
man, Aw: whoſe. vehement and uncertain ö 


temper there can be no truſt repoſed, we 


fear and execrate the: ruffian who; a 


ftom us his bad deſign; till Mr are. Tue 


ow certain execution. bg it eie 


But altogether Bgdr py perten c 
nder and ideas of utility, every 


expreſſion. of inſolence and wrath in ano- 


— ther, is the natural object of our diſappro- 


bation. Antecedent to any reaſoning, we 


feel that haughtines 18 diſguſting, that pride 


was not made for man, that rage degrades 
him to the level of a wild beaſt, and that 
malice is the prime attribute of che adverſary 


of God. On the other hand, we love that 
ſpirit whoſe reſentments never exceed their 85 
proper bounds, nor demand an atonement 5 


for its wrongs, but what wiſdom and 


Chriſtian charity can fully authorize. We 


are pleaſed with that ſerenity which re- 
mains calm and undiſturbed amidſt the 


troubles and confuſions of life, and with 
: wt frreermeſs: which. 1 is toy! to anger, and 


| ready 77h 


5 all eee 5 


On. Mt eehuefs 


* endl to forgives” Theres; in-fine; in the 5 
— diſpoſition of meekneſs, a benignity, 4 
grace, and a beauty, Which we en 


to approve of, and to:efteem. m. 
As the violent paſſions excite in thei? . 
object. the- like reciprocal emotions, and 
thus ſpread and multiply hatred, conten- 
tion, and animoſity; ; ſo: meekneſs diffuſes 
its quicting influences all around it, and 
borrows from Heaven A part of its tran- 
quillity. The circle in Which che meek 
man is placed is always at peace. Bleſſed 
"Ms the wite of his boſom, bleſſed his chil- 
dren, and his children s children. Happy 
his friends, companions, and dependents. 
He is dear to his relations, and beloved by 
his neighbours; he enjoys the affection 
of his domeſlics, and the good-will of ſo- 
ciety at large. Theſe are the ineſtimable 5 
| inheritance he poſſeſſes, which, next to 
che approbation of his conſcience, and the 
favour of his God, are the firſt and beſt of 


- 


2. Meekneſs is a Gbültst Süd * 15 5 
: ward Jy: and heppinch,” Bie NA are "the 


Oh, -Merkngfs. 


_ 3 7 It delight anale in the SEAM. 
| _ abundance P.. 94 2. ec, 1 
II- will, or diſlike to another, 3 is an un- . + 
1 feeling. Anger, according JJ | 
5 definition of it, is a ſhort madd... 
neſs. Malice and wrath, notwithſtanding Fo. 2 
any appearances. of compoſure they max 
put on, fret inwardly the mind, and rem- 
der it miſerable. The paleneſs of the coun- . 
tenance, the troubled eye, and the reſtleſſ: | 
neſs of the night, atteſt the ſeverity and 
_ cruelty. of thoſe deſires which ſeek for 
gratification in the ruin and calamity of EO 1 
another. Suppoſe the perſon labouring 2 
under them obtains his end, and mark the | 
; conſequence. The pleaſure he has been im ol 
| 1 


purſuit of, is found to be only a hort 1 
ceſſation, a temporary relief, from the paiinins 


of a diſturbed mind. The calm which ſu e 
ceeds this inward conflict is deceitful, like 1 
that of the ocean after a great tempeſt... Still, 3. 


Uke that reſtleſs element, his mind is toſſed, . 1 
and agitated to and fro. Remorſe foo, | 
ſucceeds, excites more tormenting xeſſesk 1 
. analen within him grief, pity, and 
fy e e ſorrow, 


—— — — . —́ẽĩä —— 
1 - 


6 ER K M. ſorrow; dor choße As Ban i bie 


ä 


him with the moſt poignant ſenſe of guilt, 


and deſcribes to his aſtoniſhed i en 5 | 
the terrors of a Judgment t to come. S : 


- This, ſlrety; 1 is miſery itſelf; 00 yet 


8 if the ſpirit. of revenge be not. thereby laid; 


and a life of repentance be begun, indulgence 


in that ſpirit, together with repeated acts of 
injuſtice and violence, will at laſt reconcile, 


or render him entirely indifferent to the 
remonſtrances of conſeience. In the lan- 
guage of holy Scripture, this is that obdu- 
rateneſs in fin which may be called Having 5 


a conſcience feared with a hot iron. We 
accordingly read in the records of - paſt © 


ages, that the moſt ſanguinary and atro- 


cious tyrants, inſtead of feeling remorſe 


for their crimes, have perſevered and glo- 7 
75 ried i in them. up ta the laſt gaſp of their 
f wi the blood of "OY" fellow-citizehs, left 
orders to inſeribe upon his tomb; That 5 
none had ever ſurpaſſed him in the rewards . 


e Dictator *, who deluged Italy 


he wal, beſtowed ha vl His friends; and in - 


. i 8 . wy 
8 7 x. $ 55 I 3 \ _ * 
nee oe 4; 5. Sy g : 5 * ö Gp of 

„C N . | | 5 5 


5 . $ 8 3 ; 
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0. Melee, Z 


8 Ar ee he Had taken of Hike" _ 
ſuch be happineſs, it is a. corn FR "rap 2 
he devil, the damned in hell, and a 


for ti 
5 men in this world, to en o. 

By the dictates of reaſon, and the EY 
- impulſe of brotherly love, the man of. 


meekneſs regulates his temper and beha- 


_ 


viour, The tümults of the haughty and 
avenging paſfions never diſturb the even 
and harmleſs tenor of his way. He fays 
unto them; 3: Hitherto ſhall ye come, but no 
Further ; ; and here ſbull Jour: Proud Waves be 
aid. Happy in the enjoyment. of a ſerene 
and unclouded; underſtanding; he is ſtill 
bappier in the overflowings 10 a n full 
1 tenderneſs and benignity. VV 
If he hall perceive that, in ie own 
Pasta wrongs, the rights of bumanity 
axe invaded, and the public good is hurt, 
he will then feel and act as a man of ſpirit 
and reſolution. He knows that Goodneſs 


herſelf put the ſword and the balance into 


the hands of Juſtice, and that mercy mif- 
im. d and miſplaced is dangerous cruelty. | 
But in his ang! eee not. "He 
| £99215 - „% . e 


: . | 


On 1 TY 


8E 5 M. can, . review his add; ME 
— conſcious applauſe, that hath no accom- 


panying ſentiment of uneaſineſs, fave, pers 
haps, a kindly regret, ſuch as angels may 


| be ſuppoſed to feel when employed as mi- 

niſters of vengeance from on high, that 
human wickedneſs ſhould arrive at that 

| pitch of enormity, which nothing leſs than z 


the ſeverity of e can 8 and | 


reſtrain, 5 


Whenever any le bec mes 110 bey 


| md vigorous as to form in a man what is 
called his ruling paſſion, it extends its in- 


fluence over the whole of his mind, and is 


diſtinctive and characteriſtic of him. It 2 | 


aſſimilates to itſelf the reſt of his ſenti- 


ments and affections, tinctures them with 
its own colour, and appears not only in 


ſuch actions as proceed from its own direct 
and immediate power, but likewiſe ir thoſe | 


which. ariſe pen other lat Whea : 


n 


| e wen pea of firength, it Bs nat 5 
impede or mingle with the agency of con- 
_ or. e e But when it 
157 %%;;ð⅛?!ñ arrives i 
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been deſeribed, it is always poſſeſſed of this _* Wh 


 affimilating power, and, like Aaron's ſer- 


pent, to which it has been elegantly com- 
pared, ſwallows vp. the: other ee of : 


action. Ne 


© Now, to apply these 5 already 
to the caſe before us: When meeknefs 
becomes the prevailing diſpoſition of 'our 


minds, and the ruling principle of our con- 


duct, it tames the rougher paſſions, and 7 


ſpreads a ſoftening influence over the ſoul. 


It blends itſelf with every kindred affection, 


and imparts to them additional grace and 


energy. The perſon who nouriſhes and 
1 brings it up to its proper maturity, will at 
the ſame time cultivate condeſcenſion, 
modeſty, humility, forbearance, patience, 5 
forgiveneſs, gentleneſs, mercy, and every 
other amiable virtue by which goodneſs 
diſplays ' itſelf, and is diſtinguiſhed. "FRE. 


boſom, in which ſo many graces of the 


ſpirit reſide, muſt be the abode of happi- 
neſs; and though the man adorned by 
them ſhould | not be in opulent circum=- 

9 „ ſtances, 


z 
*2 | 
* bs . 


5 On: "Mein. 
8 ban M. ſtances; and though his earthly neee 
— ſhould be ſmall, yet /ball: he dulight W 
in the abundance ef procgertt ug An Ls 


* 


# 
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9235 Meekneſs is well-pleaſing to 0 
A will receive from his grace and good- 
neſs its full recompenſe, in thoſe realms 
where peace and happineſs are to take up 
their everlaſting place of habitation. .. os 


God beſtowed upon us the "bs of 
"mice to be the guardian of our rights - 
and privileges, to defend us from i injuries, 
and to give. ſtability to the exertions +a 
Juſtice, / in bringing criminals” to /puniſh- 
ment. He doth not -require of us to ex- 
tinguiſh that principle, and to remain ſtupid 
and inſenſible to affronts and ill-uſage.. * 2-0 
. doth not forbid us to be angry on meeting 
with juſt provocation, but in our anger to 
ſin not. At the ſame time, he hath. com- 
1 us to keep that turbulent paſſion in 
due ſubjection, to preſerve the ſupremacy 
of our reaſon, and to be gracious and for- 
giving, as we ourſelves would wich to be 
mercifully treated and forgiven. | "To ap- 
NOS the: 5 indignant and: Painful. amen 
52 + Pr felt 


. 2 


5 | felt by Note" A" can beni no doe; Job 8 u M. 


| the injuſtice and hardſhips. ſuffered by them 
in this world, he has revealed to us, by 


6 Jeſus Chriſt, That he has appointed a day, 


called, in high emphaſis, the day of ven- 


Feance, when we ſhall all appear before his 0 


tribunal, there to receive a recompenſe, 
according to the deeds done in the body. 
The children of men may err in the ſe- 


| verity, and in the mildneſs of their puniſh- 


ments. In the blind indiſcriminating rage 
of paſſion. they may inflict more than is 


jut, or in the weakneſs of pity may par- 5 


don crimes ſubverſive of ſociety. But in 
the ſpirit. of eternal wiſdom and eternal 
goodneſs, the Judge of all the earch will do 
that which i is right. 0 9 0 


i Although, then, it mould 1 ar” 


thei proud, the unjuſt, and the vindictive, - 
Thould eſcape with impunity from the hand 
of man, as too often they do, yet in that 


dread day of vengeance ſhall' they receive 
a meaſure preſſed down, and ſhaken. together, 
and ain oer. 7 he lo 20s looks 9 8 


4 Labs" vi. 28; nd in 5 


» * 
2 * 2 : ; 5 » ” 
1 * F 4 1 : ws A - . 7 K 
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4 


= M. ſhall 1 be l and the gg 97 men 


hall be bowed down, and the Lord alone ſhall. 
be exalted in that day. For the day of the Lord 
of Hoſts ſhall be upon every one that is proud 
and hfty, and upon every one that is lifted 
up, and he ſhall be brought low. They _ 
Hall drink of the wine of the wrath. of " God, 
d ꝗbicbh is poured out without mixture into the 
cup of his indignation f. They hall be caſt 


into the lake of fire, and cp es die the 1 
| death „„ 


But they in whom the . of 
meekneſs is perfected, as they have lived a 
life of preparation for heaven, ſo they ſhall 
be put in poſſeſſion of it. Their adorning 
| is the hidden man of the heart, in that which 
jc not corruptible, even the ornament of "#0 
meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in the fight of 
God of great price ||, When the Lord ſhall 
ariſe to judgment, he will ſave all the meek of 
be eurthF. The morning of the reſur- 
rection ſhall ariſe upon them 20th healing in 
its vi ngs. e treaſure ſhall be e from 


'* James, i TRE . © 1 ner. n i 1b. xx. . 
14, 15. | 1 Pet. Ui, 4. ä 8 Pfal. bowel. 9. 
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fraud and violence; their inheritance Gall A. 
be unalienable and everlaſting. To them ſhall — 1: 


the glad invitation be made, Come, ye bl effed 


of my F. ather, inherit the kingdom prep are 4 
* you from the foundation of the world®*... 


+ Bleffed, then, for ever bleſſed ſhall be the 


meek, fir wry ſhall inherit the 5 pr of 
5 heaven. be a 


Upon the . a" every view we 
take of this amiable and heavenly diſpoſi- - 


tion, conſiderations ariſe that ought to de- 
termine us to a ſtrict and unremitting cul- 
tivation of it. Theſe, as we have endea- 
voured to prove, are, the love of our fel- 
low-creatures, the peace of our own minds, 
and the approbation of our God. But, 
ſhould we be ſo infatuated as to embrace 
a a contrary choice, and ſuffer the proud 
andi iraſcible ſentiments to have dominion 


over us, we ſhall incur the fear and hatred 


of all with whom we have any buſineſs or 


connection; we ſhall be unhappy in this 
world, and miſerable. 1 n en is to 


» * 
come. 5 
. 
* 1 "I 


LS, 


— F 


thoſe above-deſcribed, which are oppoſite. 


- 


© ii df. 
165 11 1 are e indeed, if 1 are any 


. our paſſions, more difficult to tame and 


regulate, or Which have given cauſe to 
more calamities, private and national, than 


2 


to meekneſs. The victory over them is 


proportionably : honourable, and, like other 
great exertions, improves s and ennobles the 


character. This, with the þlefling of God, 


ig, to be obtained. by laying. them under | 


. early reſtraints, and keeping them under 


conſtant ſubjection. 6 All our appetites, de- 


fires, and paſſions, are manageable at firſt; 


it 18 indulgence, and the want of 8 
vernment, which gives them at lat 0 
dreadful an aſcendancy over us. 5 


MM us, whom the day ſpring from « on | high | 
bath viſited, it will be of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence, in our attempts to ſubdue and re- 


gulate our minds, that we ſtudy to under- 
ſtand thoroughly, and adopt the principles, 
by which our Saviour conducted himſelf, 


and to imitate that example which he left 
to his . as the e of their! my 
tation. . . 5 


0. dels. 


mecknels, | is apparent from the place it 
holds in the fair catalogue of virtues with 
which he began his public inſtructions: 
Ble 72 are the meek, for they ſhall inherit the 
earth *. That we loved them who loved uw, . 
and did good to them who do. good. to us, and 
lended to them of wwhom wwe hope to receive 
again f, was in no reſpect, he ſaid, merito- 
rious; becauſe ſinners and publicans were 
: capable of the ſame: but, 10 love our ene- 
mies, to bleſs them that curſe us, tb do good | 
2p them that hate us, and to pray for them | 
_ qohich ae eſpitefully uſe and ferſecute us; that 
; theſe were proofs of our being the children 
of the Higheſt, who is kind to the unthankful, 
who maketh his fun to riſe on the evil and on 
's the good, and en, rain on 00 J and on 


the wjuft l. 


Theſe able; but mb difficult lefons, 
were not only taught by him, but were re- 
e to ee du ien the; : courle 925 4 


r 
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It M. life 8 to every trial of patience, 0 
Wn which human nature can be aſſaulted. In 


0 un. Meck | 


the ſevere: and pointed, reproofs' given by 


him to the Phariſees, on account of their hy- 


pocriſy and falſe pretences to ſanctity, we 


plainly perceive that he was no ſtranger to 


the feeling of reſentment. Yet in his anger 


he ſinned not, and bore quietly with their 


virulent oppoſition, with the troubleſome 


prejudices of his own adherents, together 
with the contradiction of the Scribes, Law= 
yers, een een and al kin ” of 


Og 


| Hatred, contempt, OOTY and TY 


| whe long received, evils which ſour even 


the beſt of tempers, made no bad impreſ- 
ſion upon his. Amidſt all the perſecutions 


and outrageous inſults which he daily met 


with, the Lamb of God appeared in meek» | 
neſs, gentleneſs, and uncomplaining i inno- 


cence. When cruel plots were ripening, 2 
and inſtruments of ven geance were pre- 


paring for him at Jeruſalem, grief and pity 
for the * doom of that devoted 


Po of 8 5 . "Oy. 


% 


co . 0 lake, 
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city fulpended engrdy bis ute of 1 injury SE RM. 


and indignation, and brake forth in theſe 3 | 


words of tender regret and commiſeration: 2 


0 Feruſalem, Feruſalem, thou that killt 
the prophets, and ſtongſt them which are ſent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered . 
. thy children together, even as a hen gather= 
eib her chickens under ber wings, and ye 


would not! | Behold, your houſe is tft: unto 


Jon desolate. For I jay unto you, ye Shall not 
n henceforth, till ye ſhall fay, Bleſſed is 


. be that cometh in the name of the Lord . 
As this mild and forgiving ſpirit diſtin- 


8 guiſhed a life, in which he had occaſion for 
the continual exerciſe of it, ſo it ſhone. 
forth in its utmoſt Poſſible glory at his | 


death. 


| | Arraigned as a ien at the 1 0 he +] 
ſtood ſingle and unpitied. He trod the wine- 


preſs alone, and of the people there was none 


with bim T. A life of virtue devoted to the 


good of mankind, did not now receive one 


grateful return, « or call forth one advocate 5 


Mat. xxiii.. 3739 156 tab, Lal 3. 


to 
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SERM. to s his: cauſe. One diſciple kad *. 


—— trayed; another, and he too the moſt zeal- 


ous of the twelve, had denied him; and all 
che reſt of them, in breach of their holy 


vows of fidelity, forſook him and fled. Wit- 
neſſes are ſuborned againſt him, who pro- 


duce a falſe and contradictory evidence. He 
is inſulted, by a brutal ſoldiery, mocked. 


by the prieſts and ſenators of his people, 
ſcourged by a cowardly and venal judy ge, 
who knew he was innocent, and yet con- 


demned by him to die the death, not of a 


Jew, nor a free citizen, hut of ſlaves and 


the vileſt criminals. Religious hatred, one 


of the moſt inexorable of the paſſions, at- 

tended him to Mount Calvary, in order to 
embitter his laſt ſufferings with Wien and 
derifion. . 1 


Then did 3 prince 0 this . come wy, 


againſt him. Then did the powers of 
darkneſs prevail. Then did human wicked- 
neſs exert itſelf to the utmoſt, All which 


the treachery of friends, and the cruelty of 


enemies, could inflict, was put in practice. 
Yet mark his character; then, even then, 


* 


” 


5 in the firſt 1 6 i 


when all * was. hr reg Pa fats 


: around him, and his perſecutors were glo- 


rying in his 1 ignominy and tortures,— then 
did his meekneſs and benignity remain un- 


5 ſhaken and unſubdued, and thus addreſſed 


Ad 


i they do K. 


| In i We "ZI of the example of. our Irs 1 
| = Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, let every one that 


nameth. bis. name, . adorn. himſelf with thoſe 
amiable graces, and gentle fruits of the ſpirit, 
that are eſſential to the character of a true 


Chriſtian, Let the fame. mind be in us, that 
due, alſo in him. Let the tenor of our lives 
and converſation. accord with the mild yet 


| lofty maxims by which his own were regu- 


| Hated. We cheriſh the pleaſing hope of | 
ine admitted hereafter. into that ſociety _ 
of which he is the head, and' of fitting N 


down at the marriage ſupper k he has gone 
; before to en Let us arra y ourſelves, 


> 


* 
Of 


e ae, xxii, 34. „ 
9 1 * #3 ; 7: 13g 7 ü 
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God in the mildeſt interceſſion that was 
ever offered up at the throne of his mercy: 
F ather, 18 ve them, for they know not ? what | 


On aber. N . 5 


then, in 1. ek garments as are proper for 


this celeſtial feaſt. Theſe, according to S*. 
John the Divine, are fine linen, clean and 
white; which fine linen he deſc ribes i be, 


the righteouſutf of ſaints * ", 


We are all of us ſoon. to bid 1 ing to this 


| world, and to depart from this ſublunary 


ſcene. They who have made unrighteous 


| principles, the ideas of falſe honour, and a 


ſpirit of pride, contumely, and malice, the 


rule of their conduct, will be for ever ex- 


_ cluded from the enjoyments of heaven. In- 


to that ſanctuary, whither the forerunner i. is 


for us entered t, nothing of a ſinful and 
noxious nature can enter, to diſturb the 
love and harmony whieh are to form the 


ſacred and everlaſting bond of union, by 
which ſaints and angels are to be allied 


| which our hopes of pardon, and our ex- 


goodneſs of God mayifefied, $9. u Foo ws 


. ; to one another, and to their God. OY 


18 conelude: 555 jy oY the 3 en 


1 


pectation of future happineſs reſt, is che 


C Rev. xix. 5 5 1 Keb. vi. 20. 


dunn, 


01 „ ee, 8 


/ 


287 


- Chriſt, let us from thence- be taught the ne- 8 SER) M. 
ckſſity of putting on the ornament of a meek — 


and quiet ſpirit, The remiſſion of our ſins 
is tendered to us, on the expreſs terms, 


and ſole condition, that we forgive the ſins 


of thoſe who have oſſended us. If, how- 


ever, we purſue a contrary practice, if we 
are ſevere and unrelenting, and rigorous i in 
the exaction of every claim due to us, how 
can we expect that God, who is a God of 


_ righteouſneſs, and truth, will grant 
to us that mercy we' refuſe to others, and 
remit the ſum we owe, but never can Pay, 


of ten thouſand talents he can demand of us? | 


May God of his infinite grace and mer- 


cies grant, that under the habitual impreſ- 5 


ſion of theſe awful truths, we may know, 


in this the day of our merciful viſitation, | 


the things which belong to our peace, be- 
fore they be hid from our eyes. And to his 


holy name be aſcribed all glory, 8 N : 5 : 


| and pride, u now Sm for e ever. Amen. > 


I 


| 5 25 dave tnown and e the love 5 that 
„„ God. hath to us. God it love; and he that 
1 5 dtwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, a 


„„ od in him. 2 ear i in 2 but. 


* 


8 Fenfebr 6 in 6 81 e this „ 
2 bave we from. him, that be who loveth 


|. © God, love bis brather a. 
|. . -  SERM.- Sms: epiſtle i is ; ſuppoſed. to have. 


| 55 i 4 into the vale of years; and, 


4 


= „„ reſt of his writings, it exhibits ſo 
e | I amiable 


a 


k 4 "an . : written by St. John, when he had ) 


— 
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ſerve in part to account for the high friend- 
| ſhip nd love that our Saviour felt for him. 


2 Cab of His character, 45 a Wey 8 wh, M. 


N principal deſign of it is, to impreſs the 
„ Chriſtian converts With a ſtrong and livelß | 


DEE 0 


ſenſe of the import 


ce of the two doc- 


the \ whole fabric of his religion. Theſe 
are, the love of God, and the love of our 
brethren of mankind. Uſing the language 
of his Maſter, the Apoſtle calls the laſt of 
them @ new commandment ;—new,. not in 
7 regard to time, for it had been Hm tbe 
” beginning, and had been afterwards inſti- 
tuted by Moſes but new, on account of 
the importance given to it, by the injune- 


on which, as two pillars, Jeſus reſted | 


tions, and ſtill more by the example, of ; 


_ Chriſt, who left it as the badge to diſtinguiſh 
ö thy true diſciples from the reſt of the world. 


- "Having ſhewn chat be: abby bateth his 5 

S brody? FL till i in darkneſs, whatever his pro- Ry, 
feſſions in religion might be; and that he - 

abo loveth bis brother, abideth i in light; St.,. 
John traces up the principle of benevolence, - 

or brotherly love, to its fountain-head. Be- 
: booed, tet us love one another, for love i is 44 8 


Mann 
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Sat. every ky loveth, i 


and knoweth God. He that loveth not, k — 


not God; for God is love. He next proce ds, 


in connection with theſe words, to deſcribe 


more particularly the goodneſs of God, and 
the foundation of thoſe 


egards, which the 5 
relation we bear to him ought- to excite 


within us. In this wat manifefted the love 


of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his 
only-begotten Sen into the world, that we 


might live through him. Herein is love, not 


that we loved God, but that be loved ms 
and ſent his Son to be the propitiation for our 


fins, | He adds, in the words of our text, 


God is love, aud he that deoelleth in 
dwelleth i in Gad, and God i in bim. 


It is propoſed in the following diſcourſe, 


Firſt, To explain in what the love of God 


conſiſts: Secondly, To ſhew that this love 
excludeth, and is incompatible with, ſuper- 
ſtitious fear of him: Thirdly, That bro- 


| therly love is. a certain . or ene of 
e love to God. i 


| 1 


1. 1 am to Apel in 2 the 3 «f 5 
God, or the w of piety conſiſts. 


„„ bee, 


: ments are felt by. us, enen the dif- 


ferent lights 1 in which he may be contem= | - 0 


plated, and to the different relations in 
which we are placed to him. The love f 
DE i . therefore, a ſimple, but a com- 
pound ſentiment, which may be analyzed, 
and We ato it ituent principles. 

Conſidered abſtractedly in | himſelf, Be is 


the obj ect of eſteem ; conſidered as our 


Creator and Prater ber, he is the object of 

gratitude; conſidered as the Being on 
whom our future happineſs ſolely depends, 
be is the object of our truſt and reliance. 
| Thele ſeveral feelings, of eſteem, gratitude, 
and reliance, together with the deſire of 
enj joying his approbation, and the fear of 
giving him offence, conſtitute, what is called 
in holy ſcripture, the /ove of God. | 


In illuſtration, then, of the firſt 19 of 
e I ſhall endeavour to give an ac- 
count. of theſe three ſources. of regard, 
eſteem, gratitude, and reliance; and next 
hall demonſtrate, that God is the proper 
objec. 10 our r loye in theſe ſeveral reſpects. 15 


„ . * Beauty 
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' 


5 


1 


_ 0. the 2500 of God. 


' SERM. | . Beauty may be diſtinguiſhed into two 


XII. 


kinds, moral and natural. By natural or 
phyſical beauty, I would be underſtood to 
mean that beauty which reſides in, or arifes 
85 rom external objects, and which exiſts 
without any relation to, or dependence o 
mind. Fine colours, agreeable ſounds, and 


: graceful ho are inſtances of this 
kind of beauty. 5 1 OR 19s 


* A 


Moral beauty conſiſts | in 5 . 8 Aiſpoli- | 
2 tions, and in a conduct founded on truth, 
7 benevolence, and righteouſneſs, | It is re- 
ſident only in ſpiritual natures, or in the 
exertions and activity of ſpirit. All minds 
are not, however, ſuſceptible of 1 it. Brute 
dbreatures, in acting agreeably to their re- 
ſpective inſtincts, cannot be ſaid to be mo- 
ral agents. They are moved by a mecha- ; 5 
nical principle of action, and are not di- 
rected in tlieir conduct by any foreſight of 
the conſequences off it, or any perception of 
right and wrong. Satan, and thoſe that 
trevolted with Kim, are ſuppoſed to have 
ö entirely all ſenſe and reliſh for good, 
and t to | have. Aa Fatal 8 to > nothing | 


' On the Love of God. 


: bis war is evil. Moral 1 ie. 8 EY E 


is only to be found in intelligent beings, 
ſuch as angels, who never left their ft 


7 eftate, or in thoſe who, though they have 


ſinned againſt God, yet ſtill retain evident 
veſtiges of their divine original. "TE ſurpaſſes . 
=. other kinds. of beauty, as much as the 


5 ſpirit which animates us excels the groſs IT 


material elements of which ur ; dies : are 
„ e 4 2 


5 compoſed. He oy 8 


Phe. 5 00 fin every 7 of Wee 


is attended with pleaſant ſenſations. But 
the perception of moral beauty is, not only 
accompanied with thele, but with a ſenti- X 
ment peculiar to itſelf, namely, with appro- 
bation. As we reflect with inward applauſe 
T2 right principles and virtuous diſpoſi- 
ttons in ourſelves, together v with the actions 
which proceed from them, ſo we approve 3 


n in another whatever 18 good in telign an 
. behaviour." This approbation gives r 
our love and regard for him. The pleaſure 


felt by us in contemplating other kinds of 
7: has no ſuch concomitant feeling. 
An intelligent being, OR from benevo- ID 


beauty 
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Z Gs the Lone Gull 
lent and uprig ht if motives, is the FRO pro | 


| Beſides the 88 34 FL TH, ex : 
cited by righteouſneſs i in general, the ſeve⸗ 


ral virtues, or, as they are called in holy 
ſeripture, tlie ſeveral fruits of the Spirit *, 
excite ſentiments' peculiar to each of AH 
We approve of fortitude, of. prudence, of | 
meekneſs; but we are differently affected 
dead the brave, the prudent, and the 


e. The moſt copious 8 has 


not, by the bye, as yet inveated names for 


8 molt of theſe feelings,” to, none nq ob 


Firſt i in dignity and Iberia, n > 


| 1 or the principle of active benevolence, 


| deſerves' to be placed. The peculiar ſenti- 
ment to Which it. gives birth in a virtuous | 
and co- genial heart, is love,. If that good- 


neſs be without. weakneſs, if it is guided by. | 


© wiſdom, and is fieady, and perſevering, we 


OE eh temperance 5 


ae as eel with a reverence and admira- 


h love, forma 


1 ; 1 © 287 fruje 55 eh 1 
h wing, anal. go ace, faith, maol. 


%%% — 
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; kappitieſs of which the man, ale 
ſuch virtues, is the cauſe, though x we ſhared 
not of it ourſelves. We enter into the 

5 grateful feelings of tho: to whom he has 
been generous and kind. We become 
| Intereſted in his proſperity; we wiſh him 
honour and ſueceſs ; and are pleaſed wien 

he meets with thoſe returns of chankfulneſs | 


of which e is ſo deſerving. | 


wo If n we 2 have 9 io hee 


18 his beneficence, if he has relieved. us 


1 from trouble and diſtreſs, or has rendered 


our condition more comfortable, a different 
ſeenſution is felt by ub. This is called grali- 
tude, which conſiſts in putting a proper 

value ow favours we have received from 
another. There is this eſſential diſtinction 
betwixt gratitude and eſteem, that the one 
=. ys us under holy and indiſpenſable obli- 
gations to do good to the perſon who is its. 
object; whereas the other leaves us en- 
_ tirely free from the commerce of beneficent 
SR ee nee * zwofed 


Wet bebold/withe complacency the TD RM. 


26 tbe. 
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doe and eſteem. but we are in duly bound 


ful, was thought b 


uncder Oblig 


EL of Gals 7 5 | 
r ; * hof thoſe 4 y « a 


to be friendly to; the peridn Who has been 

kind and generous to us. We are guilt 7 
of poſitive wickedneſs when we avoid op 
refuſe. to grant him/a benefit that is in our 
power. We are chargeable with ingrati- 


tude, à ſin of ſo black a complexion, and 
ſo baſe a nature, that to call a man ungrate- 
y the ancient moraliſts 


equiyalent t to aſſerting of him, that 17 was 
one capable of every ching bad. 


* ff +5 . 


Ik our benefsctor be a 7 — 5 Ee we 
133 our ſehſe of his goodneſs is render- 


„eds thereby more delightful and obligatory. 


To an ingenuous and honourable” mind, 5 
nothing i is more humiliating than to be laid 


0 0. 


ütude is a ſentiment” oppoſite to, and in- 
congrubous with, batred and contempt. 


When by an unfortunate coincidence of 5 


_cireumſtances, the ſame man is the object 
of theſe diſcordant affections; when he has 
dene us a nee. is TEN in other er. 


* ö 


ions to the unworthy. Gra- 5 


ſpects one whom We cannot REI blaming SER x My 


1 0 diſliking; then do we ſuffer an in- 
. wardiec nflict, eaſier to be imagined than | 


eſer bed. But when eſteem and eee 1 7 


center on the ſame perſon, how happy are 
we in the diſcharge of thoſe duties we ome: | 
to him. The patronage of the virtuous „ 
pleaſant and reſpectable. It is ſtill more 
pleaſant and noble to repay their benefits 2 

with all the honour, kind wiſhes, and- good 
actions, that is in our power to ſhew them. 

In doing this, there is no violence offered 
to any part of our nature: on the con- 
trary, all is ſweetly harmonious i in the tone 
of the paſſions ; ; our choice and good- will 
accord in the moſt perfect manner with 7 

very, exertion of our gratitude, | 


45 If our benefactor retains ihe us the | 
a 4 n e affection: te diſpoſition, and with that 
the ability of continuing his friendly offices,” 
| then we feel what is called truft or reliance 
in him. This ſentiment, or principle, 3 
 fieatly allied to gratitude, and” derives 
ſtrength and ſtability from it. It is an an- 
tticipation of good ſeen in proſpect, and is 


— 
9 


erf. te che future what gratitude i is. te the paſt 1 

— Althougli we cannot be ſaid to be grateful 
for favours never received by us, yet the 

ſure expectation” of their” arrival imparts 

great energy to the obligations felt for 

| thole already conferred.  ” | 
who has been tenderly brought. up by his 


of love, and has a rigin to proper rechen w 5 
ledgments and returns of good. will. Whe 


'hus, | the ſor 


father, who is the. conſtant” object of his 
cares, and who foreſees that he will ever 


remain the ſame” kind and indulgent pa- 


rent, is not only affected with a lively ſenſe 


of gratitude, but from this foreſight of the 
continuation of his love, | 
duced to repoſe f in him the e e 5 
and unlimited confidence. e | 


is naturally in- 


Intention, it is true, is not 80 0e td lött 
as actual beriefits. Yet ſtill love is the cauſe 


that intention is realized 
tude, and gratitude, conj 


d with. hope 


| makes up reliance, wy 2 ne K 
forms Gay wg ſt 9 L 0 * : 
| gion ee e 


N 


| '@ the 4 of 64. | 
One Being, and; one anti . n . 


= of t the ſentiments of eſteem, gratitude, and 
kreliance, in the full unreſtricted ſenſe of the 
. that f 1 God. + 3 5 bf ok . $35 1285 


4; 4 


ln the firſt place, God is agu wife, 


— As he is: the firſt cauſe of all things, Io | 


js the {ole and only fountain of all wiſdom; 


97 his. way. before his wworks of old: it was 


fot' up from "everlaſting, from the beginning, 
or euer the earth was. All uiſdom cometh. 
from the Lord, and is with him for ever., 


Wiſdom hath been created before. all things, 
and the underſtanding of prudence from ever- 


laing. The Lord created ber, and ſaw 
Her, and numbered 1 and TO her out 
1 os all his works 3-7 


W contrived the: 111 A neal | 
Plan of the univerſe, and adjuſted, in his 12 
divine conception, all its component parts, 
throughout their infinitude of connections, = 
_ dependencies, and relative effects. He car- 
oc that Plat ines execution. He mall * 


* © Prov. vi. 22, 23. + Eccl. i i. Ks 45 9. 7 


rd. Holſẽ ed idm in the beginning 
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2 ve of God. 


SE 825 Mey over it, regulating all things avon; 
— to the purpoſes of his will. Every thing is 
known to him, and nothing is hid from 


that eye which neither ſlumbereth nor fleep. 


He perceives intuitively, and with one 


glance, the paſt, the preſent, and the fu- 
ture, without any error, miſtake, or con- 
fuſion. Unſeen himſelf, he ſees all beings; 


unheard, hears every thing; 15 and, without 
being the object of any ſenſe, contains, . 
comprehends, pervades, and penetrates, the 
eſſence of all things, material and immate- 
rial. As he is. their Creator, he knows - 
what is good and beneficial, what evil and 
hurtful, to his intelligent offspring, in all 


fituations in which they are, or can poſs, 


ſibly be placed. Finally, all wiſdom re- 
fiding in, or flowing from God, he is the | 
object of the higheſt reverence, . admira- 
tion, wonder, and eſteem, which our fa- 
culties, or thoſe of the ſublimeſt created 5 


ke" ATT 8 1400 


intelligence, are capable | of feeling. 8 


Rad 


At preſent, it is acknowled ged, . 9-4 : 


only trace the Footſteps. of his glo 


— 


24 


know bim 1 in Part, and Perceive him 
| g . through 5 


7 a the Love | 301 5 


2 rbb b a 2 darkly. - Hans the time will SERM. 
15 XII. 
come, when, with enlarged and eee ops: 
Powers, and with far greater ſenſibility to 
excellence, the righteous ſhall fee” him 
more perfectly as he is. In the language 
of St. Paul *, they ſhall then fee face to 
face, and ſhall know as they are known. 
But to comprehend adequately the Divine 
Nature, will ever e exeed the 8 
5 city of any 0 of his creatures. 


In the ſecond place, We e can © hand. to 
” ues a being, not only deſtitute of all 
15 gcodneſs, but poſſeſſed of a diſpoſition that 
7 delights f in doing miſchief. This concep- 
tion is ſo familiar to human naturè, that 
, belief in dæmons, or evil ſpirits, has been 
N generally prevalent i in the world. The 5 
loſophy, in ancient times, of the oriental 
nations, endeavoured to account for all the 
diſorder and wickedneſs which take place 
in the univerſe, from the hypotheſis, that | 
they were cauſed by a being, „„  . * | 
as they were pleaſed to name him, who © | 
as infinitely intelligent and malicious. 


2 . i; | 
4 * * | 222 N. 
„ Cor „ XIII. 12. 
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wo: delight in human victims 


On the Love « *Gad TY . 


ions Abri Pp 


5 „ens MY W-eifpoſed. : The Miblock: of 
the eaſt, and the god of war in the weſtern. . 


hemiſphere, beſides imaginary deities of | 


Inferior note, were thought to 'be of ſo 


cruel and ſanguinary a diſpoſi tion, as as to 
taken in war, 
and even in infant facrifice. 19-7 | 


But the Lord our God i is gracious, . — 
Full of compaſſi on; flow to. anger, and of 
great mercy. The Lord is good to all, and 
Vir tender mercies are over all his works *, 
' Goodneſs was the motjve which ſuggeſted. 
in his eternal mind the deſigns his intelli- 
gence formed into an all-wiſe and all- per- 
fect plan. Before his Spirit moved upon the 
face of the waters F, or his creative word had 
ſaid, Lel there be light, he was independ- 8 
ently and infinitely happy. His felicity 
ſprang eſſentially from his own nature, and 


Was as full and complete in the eternity 


which preceded creation, as in the eternity ” 
to come after it. It could admit of no 
e increaſe, and of 40 poſſible dimi- 


5 l. cxlv. 8. % 100. 14 . 


nution. 5 
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N wy We can therefore aſſign no e S ERM. 


- po his making all things, but the deſire of B 


iffuſing happineſs among his living and 


5 intelligent. creatures, proportioned to their 
various capacities of receiving it. He can 
derive nothing in return, from the affec- 
tion and ſervices of thoſe who have their 


ſole and entire dependence upon him, for 
. all which i is pleaſant, peaceful, joyous, and 


comfortable, in the condition. of their be- 
ing. To give, and not to receive, to com- 
ire felicity, was 
the end for which be e exiſtence iT 


municate, and not to aeq 


5 upon them. 


All our rams: PORE: Gley - 2 


: God. He brought us out of nothing into 


being. He breathed into our noſtrils, and 
wie became living ſouls. He hui 20 om i in 


our inward parts, and. the inſpiration of the 


| Almighty gave us underflanding * *. He be- 


ſtowed many excellent powers and facul- 


ties upon us. He made us a little lower 


than the angels, and crowned us with glory 
Ce 85 93 he iſe FER FO into "es, 
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Enn of E 
__ at precious bleſſing, on which all. othirs 


depend, he hath ever cheriſhed, guarded, 
and ſupported. In ſhort, all we have taſted, 
or which we continue to enjoy, of happi- | 
neſcs is entirely derived from the jnexhank oP 
ble ocean of his le. Fa. 


$523 


As to the evils which we meet th 


the courſe of our. pilgrimage through this 


world, this is not the proper place to inquire 


at ae into their nature, tendency, and 
final cauſes. Let it ſuffice, at preſent, again 


to remark, that they are of two kinds. 0 


7 


Sit The evils. which we bring upon | 


ourſelves by folly, negligence, imprudence, 


and wickedneſs. - Theſe go under the name 


of puniſhment ; whether they be internal, 


occaſioned by ſhame, diſapprobation, and 
_ remorſe ; or external, injuring us in our in- 
tereſt, perſon, and reputation. They are a 


great check upon wickedneſs and diſorder; 


: they prevent and avenge crimes, and pro- | 


tet mankind in the enjoyment of their 


rights and privileges. Without them, the 


ſociety of our fellow- creatures, together | 
with all the 1 and rn ariſing 
3 „„ from 


05 waſo 70 of Cad, N 3⁰˙⁵ 
1 it, . not poſſibly elite Fraud, s ITY 
mine, and violence, would waſte uncon- — — __ 
_ trolled, and render this world a Tam of e 5 1 
EE terrots and deſolation. ä 
The ſecond kind 3 all th © LE 
troubles, difficulties, hardſhips, and mi. 
15 fortunes, of which we 'ourſelves are not 5 *Y 
the blamable cauſe. Theſe' are called He, 3-3 
ferings.. They are intended | to cure us of 
levity and thonghtleſſneſs, to teach us wil. 
dom, to inform us that perfect happineſs 
is not to be found in this world, to make 
| us recogniſe our proper home, and lay up 
our treaſure, where neither moth or ruſt | 
corrupt, nor injuſtice and oppreſſion” can 
enter to deprive us of them. So that, upon 
the whole, our puniſhments and ſufferings, 2555 
inſtead of militating againſt the benigmty — 
of the divine We are cle: r —_— as ——— er 
OE weed ogy: of it. F 


| Whether, then, we ſeriouſly 7 juſtly 5 
| reflect on our exiſtence. and rank in the [2 
; ſcale of being, or on the mercies daily en- 5 5 : Bb 
 Joyed by us, we find in our Creator and 5 1 


Freſerver an object more than adequate to 


wo * 


8 


XII. 


„ 


On the Fakes oof Code. . 
8 R. the utmoſt gratitude of our Wul. 'To pure 


and diſintereſted benevolence, theſe diſplays 


of goodneſs to us: owe wholly their origin 
and continuance. They are, beſides, more 
than can be numbered, coſtlier than can be 


1 valued; 3 and, if we only make a wiſe and 
virtuous uſe of them, are from their com- 
mencement to everlaſting. Whereas, from 


the nature of things, the benefits we receive 


from our brethren of mankind, creatures 
weak and dependent like ourſelves, though |. 
ſuperior to us in wealth and influence, are 
few, limited, e and temporary. 
Nor is this all. 
generous they. a are conferred upon us from 
the beſt of motives, the deſire of 1 


Although by the noble and 


good; yet how often are they proſtituted 


by others to gratify their pride and vanity, 
to inereaſe their Popularity, and to ſerve the 


purpoſes of avarice and ambition. 55 But 


nothing venal, capricious, or ſelfiſh, can 


have any | ſhare int he divine counſels. The 
very ſuppoſition is abſurd and impious. 
Our gratitude to God Teſts, therefore, on 
che moſt firm, ſolid, and unmoveable found 
5 ation. e 
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To the third 1 God: is a ng SBM 5 


erful. The plans deviſed by his goodneſs — 
and wiſdom could not have been executed, 


WERE 


1 8 5 ee a power proportioned to . 


magnitude. Power accordingly exiſts in 
the firſt Cauſe „ ſubſervient to the purpoſes, 
and commenſurate to 2780 wn | "hs. bY 1 955 . 
. eee e NE 8 


However ee it may Re to 
1 üs, as there are many incomprehenſible ; 


- things i in the divine nature; yet it is de- 


monſtratiyely true, that there was a time 
prior to which nothing did exiſt, ſpiritual 
or material, throughout the immenſity ,” 
| ſpace, but God only. When he diſplayed 
himſelf in the character of Creator, he 4: 


made and formed all things, according to 


| the purpoſes of his will. He ſpake, and it 
was done. He commanded, and they 
ſtood faſt. At his almighty word licht 
ſprung from darkneſs; creatures of various 
kinds and orders came into exiſtence, and.” 
the fabric of the univerſe aroſe into r 
in all its beauty, grandeur, and magnifi- 
27 cence. | God 45 Oy: ng that he had - 
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Ss ERNI. nba, and bebold 7 it was very good . The . 
3 5 great characters of his divinity, his power, 
his wiſdom, and his goodneſe, were ſtamped 


* L 8 ; A 
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c of God 


indelibly on all his works. The morning 


e ſtars ſang ſongs of triumph, the EY * of 


5 c and the UN were On 


3 1 


when God bad finiſhed the res 3 5 
1 of creation, and put-the whole ſyſtem, ma- 


terial and immaterial, into motion, that he 


ceaſed to exert his omnipotent powers, and 
left the management of things to fecond- 
_ ary cauſes, and to delegated authority. 8 
wie are not to form ſuch unworthy concep- 
tions of the Divine Being. The works of 


Providence require, the exertion. of all the 
attributes employed in the contrivance and 


execution of the work of creation. 5 1 5 


The ame power which at rſt . 


all things, hath. continued ever fince to 
5 ſupport, enliven, and i invigorate them. By 7 
it the ſun ftill ſhines, the moon ſheds her 
gere . the ſtars move hw bed 


„ 


5 _ cen. 4 1 535 ST 


ing agene 


| U 1 the Tee of G 


399 - 


FRE ET 1 By it che purpaſes of SE am, Vo 
Divine Wiſdom are Promoted, throughout 8 73 


the infinity of nature's operations. The 
a iaſtincts by which the vaſt and innumerable 
tribes of irrational creatures are guided in 
5 the ſupport and continuation of their kinds, 


5 1 ; are all manifeſtations of that almighty hand 
4, nich hath. ordered. all things in meqſur 5 


an number, and zveight*, In him we, 
his intelligent offspring, live, and move, and 
have our being}, Through his Jener rera. 
Y, cherubim and ſeraphim, an- 
gels and archangels, thrones, dominions, 
Prineipalities, and potentates, enjoy: * 
. 2 and celeſtial honours. There is 
ns power but by him; no ſpring « of mate - 
| Dok animal, "or ſpiritual activity, but 
through him; no life, but what he con- 
ſtantly preſerves. He is in all, through all, 
and over all. He is underived, immutable, 
| and eternal; might, [ h, energy, domi- 


nion, and ſovereignty, for ever and ever. 1 
It! 18 evident, om what has. been aid, 
that nothing can control or reſiſt, the will 


5 Wild, Selon. i 20. . 28. 555 5 
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| generation ta generation.” 3 


| bim, muſt depend folely and entirely upon 
bim. As his word brought all things into 
being, ſo his word can at once annihilate 
them. The combined force of all ereated 


4 exiftencies are leſs to his omni oterice; than a 
4 drop of the morning drw that falleth down 


ußon the earth is to the unmeaſurable ex- 
tent and depth of waters contained in the 


"ocean. - Hi. dominion, 7 as the proud king of | 


: Babylon was obliged to acknowledge, ian ; 


everlaſting dominion,” and his kingdom Hum 
nd. all the inha- 5 
Gitants of the earth are reputed as nothing. 


155 And be doth according to hit ill in the 


army of heaven, and among the inhabitants. 
of the earth + and' none can flay bis yang” or by 
fy unto him,” What aft chou? e. 


Fr. rom n theſe three primary SES — 


" aſe # wiſdom, and power, all the reſt of the | 


2 3 ” TY 
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moral attributes of G, od are dedycible ; EZ ſuch : 2 


6 as pity, compaſſic ion, forgivenels, : mercy, 5 


truth, juſtice, righteouſneſs, and the like. 


. At the ſame time it may be r 5 


Tos, 3 8 5 25 


* Dan, iv. 50 35. 1 


3 5 


folk veel: ns 8 8 bie natufe. 1 | 
thoſe who. habituate ſhemſelves to the « oon Os 


3 than, the ſuppoſition th that any thing 
bad can find place in A k infir Holy will „ 

e good, i eo 
Now to apply theſe bee e 10 the © gol 
den before us; it is plain that as Gd. 15 7 
on account of Gow, intrinſic excellence "EY PO, 

f erfection, and of his paſt good een 

45 is che object of our eſteem and gratitude; „ 

ſo he is likewiſe the object of our truſt and 7 1 


. 1 reliance; becauſe he is the e from „„ 
whence! our happineſs continues to flaw, 5 1 
..and is the: rock on which our. _ are | 


1 2 founded. The life firſt beſtowed u ben 
us, is conſtantly ſupportèd by him. 5 
Fives u Food to to cat, and raiment to put en 15 
He maketh the ou Zoinge of the' morning ind 7 7 


He 1 


bo oy 5 | 955 * Gen. xavili, 20. 85 «BE 1 „„ . : 


the evening to "rejoice over us 8 . 
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a a ſhield over us in the night. If he 
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to himſelf from things w 


| Hfy us for a better world. it i. | appoint 
ed unto men once to die*, he hath given us 
the confolations. of true | 


light of nature, to conceive: the; plealing | 
| hope of immortality, as God never left him. 
1 If vitbont a witngſef among any of the 
children of men. Others were favoured 
with manifeſtations of his will. He ſpake 


wards by Moſes and the prophets; 3. an 
_ - theſe latter ages, by Jeſus and his apoſtles. 
he terms of ſalvation are 1o. Clearly Fen 
vealed in holy pt” that he who: runs 

8 deck may rere, Shak» 


\ 
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5 nnot give 
us real happineſs, and to prepate and dp 5 


eligion to encou- . 
rage and ſtrengthen us in the awful criſis 

of our diſſolution. Thoſe Who did not 
. enjoy the benefit of divine revelation; were 
led, from their own feelings, and from the 


don 


SEAM: us kom evil duting the day, and ſpreads = 
As with pain and ficknels, with ſorrows and 5 
wy: diſappointment, it is to draw our affectiens 
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by the patriarchs of ancient times, alter-⸗ : 5 
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5 \ for RE Curt: ; _ formation concer 
them. Lie an immortality, are age th 3 


1 bt . The myfteries of the inviſible fg — 5 | ps 
are explained By the death, and ſtill more ” 
: by the reſurrection, of Jeſus Chriſt, the veil _ 


which ſeparates the material from the ſpiri- i 


wal world, is rent aſunder; Death is de. 


5 prived oo his Jing, ane: te re c ils vic- 75 5 
%%% of been 
Thus all our e of Faber Ether 
in this preſent ſtate, or ini the untried ſcenes 
of being opened to us by our holy faith, 
depend entirely on God. In the figurative, 8 
but 1 language of David: The 
; Lord our rock, and our fortreſs, 
- an our atliverer; oar God, our Arengib, 
in -whoim we will truſt; our buckler, 
<2 and 1 the 0 VE our ee N 88 0 5 


11 ke Mitter to 54 Attendel unto th ; 7 


| : 11% argument, that there is none ele be- 


1 ſides God, on whom we can rely for certain 


good. We are weak and dependent crea- 


tures, and have nothing we. can call pro- 8 
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- 3 E Rl M. pe our: own.” Mankind may give to one 
another temporary aid and relief, but can- 
not communicate what they do/not- — 
1 themſelves, pure and laſting felicity. ' ” 
little they have in their power, they have 
not always the wiſh to beſtow. 
rous and beneficent do not form A large 
5 claſs, and their worth 18. the more to be 
valued. In general the patronage of the 
rich and powerful is precarious, as the teſ- 
timony of thoſe who have been diſappointed i 
by them, and experience with the world, 
ſadly atteſt. Others, whom we had fondly | 
numbered among our well-wiſhers, deſert us © 
when we have need of their aſſiſtance; and | 
our real and ſincere friends have it ſeldom | 
in their power to on our intereſt as 2 
5 they would deſire, * “„ 
But however ſported a oed 
in the courſe of our lives, human aid can be 
of no avail to us, when diſeaſe and ſickneſy : 
come upon us, and death approaches. We 
muſt then fight the battle alone, indepen- 
55 dent of patrons, | relations, and friends. 


a and the arm of man cannot ſave. 5 
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Our alliance with this world is at an n end, 
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The gene- | 
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o. the Love of Cod. 


=; | = is; | pteniiggtent; who. hath "reliſted his 4, 


0 God is truth, he cannot 1 8 BRM *. 


Will? He 18 unchangeable; all who are 4 5 | 


his favour will, aſſurediy meet 
with it. The love of friends may wax cold; 
affection may turn into hatred; and out 


kind deeds may be repaid with ingratitudez | 


But they that Jp the Lord, ſhall not want any 
good thing *. He will guide them by his 


counſels, and will never leave nor forſake 


them in their diſtreſs... He will inſpire hope 
and comfort into their fainting heart. When | 
l they. walk through. the. valley of, be ſhadose 
. of death, they's 200100 fear 1 no evil; for. 


them, his rod. and his. Aal, they comfort 3 them. 7 | 
— He will make them to lie down i in the green NE 


ie: and lead them beſi de the ill waters f. 


Thus conſidered abſtractedly in his own. 
nature, and independent. of his relation to 
us, God is the object of wonder, admiration, 


awe, reverence, and all thoſe feelings which i hs 
compoſe the utmoſt. eſteem :. conſidered WA. - 


the cauſe of all the happineſs we have ever 


; de he | 1s: the. NE: 0 our higheſt | : : . 


"iS P fal. xxxiv. 10. | # Plat. ali. 15 2. 8 


Oe „ gratitude: , ; 


"* 


He is God pa yn 'our-/ 
ſerver, our - Saviour. 
theſe moſt 

tions, we owe him 
enumerated, which, « 
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EG bath torment < yay that Wh pas ar 6 
25 made Perfect in love. And this command Eo 
BE. ment bave we | Tom: nee that be who „3 
+ oh IEN we apply the account which 1 = i 
e given of the love of God to 
= our own hearts, we ſhall find that there _- 


two other ſentiments which enter into its 
* compoſition, or ariſe neceſſarily from it; 
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We are e to ants ke favour, 


we to deſerve the applauſe, of thoſe whom 
we eſteem. We are mortified, when we 

are treated by them with coldneſs and diſ- | 
reſpect. We eagerly with for opportuni- | 


7 ties to teſtify our gratitude unto a gene- 
rous benefactor, are afraid of diſpleaſing 


him, and regard ourſelves perſonally con- 
cerned to promote his honour. and intereſt. 


Me not only think- it the height of folly, . 


but of wickedneſs, to give provocation to the 


5 _ on ROW: our Werne depends. 


| Theſe are the natural and genuine W 
ings of a good mind, and ſurely 3 it can make 


ho difference in them, whether their object 
be a fellow-creature, or a being of a ſupe- 


rior order. The degree i in which they af- 
fect us may and ought to vary, according t to 5 


8 the excellency of our benefactor's char acter, 


5 the highneſs of his rank, and to the fayours _ 


— 


we have received from him. wk better L | 


„ 


bis 
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\ 


the greater his benefits to us; ſo much the 
more lively and vigorous ought to be our 
ſenſe of his goodneſs, and. of the obligations. 
under which he has laid us. The know- 
_ ledge that he i 18. infinitely perfect, that i is, 


the knowledge that he is infinitely. power⸗ 0 


ful, wiſe, and good, ſo far from extin- 


guiſhing that ſenſe, as has been alleged, . 
| Ought to be the cauſe of exalting 1 it to. the . 
utmoſt. It is the ſole ground and founda- pe 
tion of the Chriſtian precept, and firſt prin- 


ciple of all religion; Thou ſhalt love the 


Tord th God, with all thy heart, and with | 5 
all thy foul, and with all thy Jrength, and . 


with all thy mind 1 


Let not thoſe in ak 1 "IP 5 


3 religion never kindled up her flames, 
Jaw; the reality, or give the name of 


wild and viſionary enthuſiaſm to this divine „„ 
| principle. As long as perfect wiſdom e“ 

eites reverential awe; as long as mercies re- 
| Ceived call forth e 1775 benefits « ex- 
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| God Almighty be lo- 


| ad: a8 including within 1 it all Which : in 
> render. us independently and eternally hap- 


ingratitude, and of brutiſh  inſeaſ Ji 
IF goodnels... 5 . Zh, NES: 


; : : C e enjoyments, is A. truth 100. well 
| known, and deeply felt, to need any proof. : 


y and truly reflect on * 


- tributes, and on the intimate and Laurel r. re- be 


lations they bear to him. They will value 
* approbation as the firſt of all bleſſings, 


py. They will, therefore, be fearful of i in- 


curring his diſpleaſure, ard of marking 
their character with the indelible ſtain of 


? * 
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8 Struck with the falſe appear ances of things, 72 


many reſt in the means of happineſs, inſtead = 


of happineſs itſelf, and are diſappointed, 5 : 


4 Others expect more from the i innocent plea- A 


ſures of life, than what they can yield, and 


gro- diſguſted” with them. For the ſake 


of immediate gratification, the fooliſh daily 


make ſacrifice of their health, their reputa- 
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— agen „no proof. Would it not * 
ſome ſtrange defect in our make 
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ſtitution, or in the ſuustiog in which we: 

are placed, were there no objects adequate 

to our juſt and reaſanable : aſpirations after 

 felicity, - and all-ſufficient to en Tr, us 

- bleſſed? The te crea The actordi = 
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their kinds and infinit. cly varied x oe TN ied, 
are all of theo m.placed i * ch circumſtances ; 


and ede in ſuch things, as render them, * 


as happy. as. the condition of "thei r being I 
can admit of. Shall he "that is formed. ig * 


L% 4 * 


the image of God, be the: OSD 
againſt. that wiſdom, which never formed. 


„ 
Ne 


8 in vain! 2? Shall he that ought t | | 
be the moſt illuſtrious proof of the 
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ion of the ſove ereign Architect, be produces, 
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as the only unfiniſhed abartive work k of his; 
hands? No ſurely. Belides the analogi - | 


already taken notice o f, We bare ary 1 


ments -atifirig from the Lord, er | 
own wondrous frame” which are ce 1 
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that is, it muſt flow 190 God. 4 8 con- ERM. 3 
1 in the exerciſe. of thoſe affections and 5 
faculties that reſt in him as their ohject and 
: Br final cauſe; and which, as has Gas . 
eonftitute the love of God. „ 


eee een „„ 4 
we are pleaſed with the marks of 1 
eontrivance and ingenuity diſplayed i CC 
The more uſeful it is, the more pleaſure wwe 
bel. Tf we: transfer. our eng „ 
from things faſhioned by the hand of man 
to the eels of C er ee that pleaſure 

6 © ted in degree, both in itſelf, and with | => 
the mixture of other ſentiments; ſuch s 
the \bigheſt wonder me admiration, the 1 
love of novelty, the deſire of exploring the  _ 
cauſes of the great, the beautiful, and: the: . EY 
- ble, and of explaining the phenomena 
of nature. Each diſcovery of wiſdom and 
deſign, is attended with. additional delight. 1 
An inexhauſtible ſource. of happineſs is thus . 
apened to us in the vaſtneſs and infinity E 
_ the works of creation, which. - at the lame | 
ty ie admits of enlargement 
our. powers hall. conti 
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faculties of the ſoul. Still e feel-afpira- = 
tions after ſome higher good, aud longs 


ings for ſome more fixed and fatisfaQtory 


happineſs, than is to be enjoyed here below- 
We therefore conclude, that there muſt be 
ſomewhat, if not in i wok PRA in the 


fires." If proviſion is made for all which 


the material part of our na 


it, which con 


is reaſonable to hope, that the other er 


and higher orders of being, will not be 
neglected, and left deſtitute of What is | 


: een buy . pe ogg ar ou 
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In 22 9 hs *ie iet ge 
man conſiſt, and Where is it to be e : 
It is not placed } in ourſelves, . ; Nothing in 


this world can beſtow it. From beings 


whoſe life and enjoyments depend upon 
another, however exalted it the ſcale of 
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exiſtence they may be, Plenary and un- 
changeable happineſs cannot be derived. 
This muſt flow from ſome cauſe that * 


fixed, eternal, and liable to no alteration; 


ets us with the /intelleQuat = 


* the Love of G God. 
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ſiſts in the exerciſe of thoſe affections and 


flaculties that reſt in him as their object and | 
| final cauſe; and which, as has yore na 2 


- CO uſtitute the love of God. 
5 In examining any piece br. N 1 


randhip, we are pleaſed with the marks of 


eontrivance and ingenuity diſplayed in it. 
The more uſeful it is, the more pleaſure we 
| feel. If we transfer our contemplation 
from things faſhioned by the hand of man 


to the works of Omnipotence, that pleaſure 
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exalted in mne both in itſelf, and with 


the mixture of other ſentiments; ſuch as 


the higheſt wonder and admiration, the 


love of novelty, the deſire of exploring the 
cauſes of the great, the beautiful, and the 


5 ſublime, and of explaining the phenomena 


of nature. Each diſcovery of wiſdom and, 
_ defign, is attended with additional delight. 
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In order to explain this, I would eber, 
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our admiration, th an the work produced by 
it. Actions of benevolence, piety, and 


public ſpirit, are beautiful in themſelves; 


but the generous, the devout, the patriotic 
ſoul; is ſtill more beautiful. In the ſtudy 
of characters renowned for virtue there is 4 


divine pleaſure, attended with femiments 


of applauſe and ſympathy. Mankind are 


ſuſceptible of theſe, according to the e 


and excellence of their on hearts. 


brave admire the brave, the juſt eſteem the 


: juſt, and the humane love the merciful 


and charitable. The righteous are thus- 


tic love and affection, friendſhip, good 
15 neighbourhood, and a life of peace and 
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ercatures are the ground of preſent happi- 


neſs, we may infer, that the knowledge of | 


higher and 


purer natures, and fellowſhip 


with them, will much more be the cauſe of 
_ happineſs hereafter, ' In the gradation of. 


being upwards, and in our own progreſ- 


ſive approach towards perfection, there is 


thus treaſured up a fund of enjoyment con- 


ſtantly augmenting, till our faculties, fully 
matured, ſhall at laſt be employed and ab- 


ſorbed in the contemplation. © GE Ba Bt rag 
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eee If inferior ivtelligences are to 
one another, reciprocal objects of happineſs, . 
muſt not that Being in whom all beauty, 
excellence, wiſdom, and might, centre, be 
infinitely more unto them the cauſe of feli- 
city? The relation of G od to his creatures = 
is more cloſe and intimate, than what can 
poſſibly ſubſiſt between any of them among 
themſelves. All bleſſiugs flow from him. 
In him, and in his favour, there... is an 
undecaying fulneſo ey. In our aſcent in 
the ſcale of being, when We ſhall be What 
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_ angels. and archangels are at preſent, we 
- ſhall find, in the whole of our celeſtial pro- 
greſs, cauſe for growing wonder and praiſe. 
Our love ſhall increaſe with increafiig ages, 
and with improving powers. Our bpliſs ; 
ſhall keep pace with our love; heightened 5 
not only in degree, but furniſhed with new 
ſentiments and faculties, which are incom= 
patible with the infancy of our exiſtence. 
Thus, on the ſureſt foundation, may e 5 
expect to enjoy in the love of God per- 
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perfedt» love cafteth out. fear; becauſe Fear 
bath torment : he that . ts ot made 


Perfect in . 1 


|, That there is one e Kind of "ue, weste 
1 connetted with. the love of God, has been _ 
. already ſhewn. This fear is of the ſame 
nature with that care and anxiety obſerved 
by the virtuqus not to diſpleaſe, but to 
3 oblige their benefactar. It is like the pious 
5 concern with which a good ſon 1 is. inſpired 
to give no offence, but to ſhew all reſpect Jo 1 
and obedience to an affectionate parent. 
In the ſame manner, they who truly love 0 
the Lord, are fearful of provoking | his re- 
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that he is a being of a fierce and cruel 
ture, whoſe wrath is eaſily kindled;"hhd 
not to be appeaſed gu ke an Atoriem Tr ement 
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his ſteps i in the deſolations of war, fami ine, 
and peſtilence. They infer from the Ice, 
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mit compaffion, mercy, forgiveneſs; and 
the like amiable attributes to belong unto 


him. Inexorable ſeverity, inflexible juſ-- : 
| tice, and A vengeful ſpirit armed with the . 


weapons of omnipotence, compoſe their 


| head of the univerſe. Diſmal and ſuper⸗ 


: ſtitious terror forms the character of their 
5 religious opinions, and expreſſes itſelf in 


modes of worſhip black as their creed, 


and portentous like the demon whom EF 8 


acknowledge as, their. lord. „„ 
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with this tormenting fear. We cannot re- 
Þ gard the ſame being, at the ſame time, 
with affections ſo oppoſite to one another; 


becauſe thoſe qualities and :difpoſitions N 
which excite the one, extinguiſh the other 


of them. Tf God be gracious, merciful, . 


5 and forgiving, he is the  objeQ of love; 1 E -. 
he be implacable, and unrelenting, he 1 i the | 


5 object of fear. 8 He e cannot be. both e graciou 8 
and implacable, merciful and unmerciful, 
ö theſe: being contradictions in terms; there 
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God is love; and it muſt the efore follow, 
in the worde of St. John, that. there js no 


fear in that love we owe to him; for fer- 
Felt love cafteth out fear : : be that n ir 
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Love and ft uperſiitious. fear! differ, en- 
_ in their nature from one another. 
The one is a pleaſant ſerifation, that ſpreads 
calmneſs and ſerenity « over Als: mind. The 


other is uneaſy and painful. As the 


- Apoſtle” expreſſes it, fear "bath torhint. 


| Thoſe under its influence cannot be at reſt. 


It intrudes upon them at all times, and i in 


all places. It covers them with a habitual 


gloom, which even ſcenes of cheerfulneſs 
and feſtivity cannot diſpel, which deprives 


the banquet of its {w ge and De 
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Plank It is agreeable to oblige the per- 2 
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the debt of gratitude. A ſon is happy i wr 
Paying all due honour to a worthy parent. 
The virtuous ſervant” of a good maſter re- 
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If fear be the, motive from which v we A . 
our behaviour under it is not a matter of | 
| choice, but of conftraint and neceſſi ity. i 
We hate the perſon of whom we are afraid: 
: we will do! no more to ſerve him, than what 
. think merely ſufficient to eſcape: his 
wrath, and ſecure our own quiet. Slaves 
have no other motive' to work for a cruel 
tafk-maſter, than dread of the bloody . 
ſcourge. What duty is preſeribed to then 
they muſt perform; but they will do no. 
thing more. Could they avoid puniſh- 
ment, inſtead of obliging, they would leave 
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And the lies ſaid to Dig: E urn teu aw 
fall upon the priefis, And Dog be 
Edomite turned, and he fell upon the 
Prigſte, and ſlew on that day fourſeore and 
five perſons that did wear a linen ephod, 
And Nob, the city of the priefts, ſmote he 
with the edge of the ſword, both men and 

 wwomen, children and facklings, and oxen, 

and 72 and ee mik the * 0 the 
pen : 5 


S ERM. TAD þ SAL" Yong of theſe 3 
wi ; with the hiſtory” of the Iſraclites been 
loft, and had imagination been employed 
to fil mp: the blank, we would have ſup= 
5 55 poſed, 


— 


de Charatce of Day 


| pow, inert is agcaunt for ſq horr 
"2 + That midable zebellion. « 
a been excitad, by the prieſts. that the 
dns un ie the wal dangers e 
the people were in ſuch a ſtate of anarchy 
E difobedivace, as to require this extra- 
nar puniſhment to reduce them under 
authority ——Ahimelech, a perſon illuſtrious 
_ by his birth. and. the. office. of bigh-prieſt, 
aud four/core aud four perſons that wore 
linen ephed, even. the women and children; 'Y 
and, leſt the principles of treaſon. ſhould | 
have been infuſed into them with the milk 
of their mothers, the very Hacllinge, all in- 
volved in one Undiftinguiſhing © maſſacre ; 
their fubſtance deſtroyed, and all their 
cattle put to the ſword; events ſo. ftrange 
and cryel, as to, make us infer the utimolt 
| ee i in the e of Nob. 1 


we . ee we 


at 8 eee eee ee 
cauſe; which was the violent and jealous 


ambition of Saul, inflamed hy the mimu- 
deen of Doeg. It will, therefore, be ne- 


ations us with which thet text is s connefted, and 
5 2 4 e 


av. . aged the chief] Part! in this dreadful traägedy- 
I be reſentment of Saul againſt David 
was firſt kindled by the triumphal ſong 'of 
his ſubjects, as he was returning from the 
defeat of che Philiſtines: Saal bar lain his 
thouſands, but David bir ten thouſands. 
The king, it is remarked by the hiſtorian, 
was very wroth, and the ſaying diſpleaſed = 
| him; and be ſaid, They. have gſeribed unto 
David ten thouſands, and to me they hav, 
afe yibed. but thouſands; and what can be 
have more but the kingdom | And Sat: + ro 
| David from that day and forward. W513; 


- The wiſdom and valour diſplayed by 
David, after he was taken into the king's 
houſehold, inſtead of ſoftening his re ſent- 
ment, changed it into ſettled abt. dread 

of his abilities, and ſuſpicion of his | popu- 
| larity; which increaſed to that degree of 

violence, that he formed the deſign of af 

ſaſſinating him, and twice eee to 
5 ſmite him to death with a Javelin. iel 


Jonathan, after endeavouring f in vain to 
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- Wepa with many tears, and ye 


upon this retired, private and alone; to Noll 


at the Ry W f 


YOu” 


. 5 ur his oton ſoul , was in ee Par 
minent danger, adviſed: büm to, fiysfr 


the preſence of Saul. David accepted bis | 
* counſel, and their ſeparation w D:Q' 


proteſtations of everlaſting frien ſhip. + 


a city belonging to the tribe of Benimm 
"where Ahimelech and the chief prieſts: with 
their families reſided, becauſe? the ark 91 


- me covenant Was, 5 that Mar a 1 


S 
BY 


there. 7 * ET | & . 5 1 * 50 7 7 
7 dry 


© Ahimelech, or, as he 16 and by! . 


1 Liſts, Abimelech, a deſcendant of Aaron, 


was then high-prieſt. He was alarmed at 
the appearance of David, came trembling 
- to meet him, and faid wnto him, Why art 
thou alone and 'no'man'with thee +? David 


having recently eſcaped ſo much danger, 
. and knowing the loyalt 
pretended that he was Albani hed: o 
3:42 ſineſs of great ſecrecy and i imports bY 
that a party of che king's, fery: 


ö of the hishep elt, 


meet him at an appoint ae. TO 
9 oY: 1 Sam. wi. ws. + 7 wor _ ; 
. : He 


* 


3 


3 any eg — 0 was 
1 be den — Ahimelech had 
nothing u gie Rim, but the. fh 
_of wbieh it s not lawful fer any hut the 
privfts to eat, As he, hemexen c,ͤ 
| David in the light of 3 fervant ſent by. the 
king on. affairs. ef bigh, gonſequence, he 
ed as became u gutifyl, ſabjet,. and. a 
man, of liberal ſentiments s in religion. Ne 
| Heparted, on ſo praſing- e echergencye 
from the inftinuions of - Moſes, and the 
_ eſtabliſhed uſa ges of his ebuntry. 5 After . 
putting to n, a few. queſtions, relative to 
the ceremonial purification io) of ſome of his 30 
followers, who had by > this time Jeined -Y 
N be gave him hallowed} bread. LE 


David next requeſted of the kigk-pricl, i 
0 provide him in a {word or ſpear, al- 

 Jeging, as dhe reaſen of his being un- 
| armed, that the e. was BER | 


It ee e eee 
| the Mate, as wel as with other ancient 


che military trophies, 


which * been taken from Air . enemies. 


The 


16 


N 


kad vanquiſhed, boy: wragt in ER 
bind the facred veſtmenta. Ahimetech: in. 
| formied him, that he had no other wrapo 
in his poſſeſſion, and faid, in alluſion win | 
| being devoted to- the Lord, F thou' wilt 
| take that, take it ; for there is na other ſave 
Wade. e TIO. 25 none "MY 


= On the contrary, ages as a. i ſpirit of 5 
3 ty and obedience. that was highly me- 
 ritorious, - David came profeſſedly to him 
'on the king's buſineſs, which he would 
naturally conclude to, be important, on ac-' 


FO 
V. 


oount of che deep ſecrecy with which it 


was carrying forwards. He was, beſides, 
the ſon-in-law of Saul, and had been 

formerly employed in commiſſions Where 
bravery and great talents were requiret. 

The high-prieſt did all in his _— to 5 
ſecond the preſent enterpriſe, proving him 
Tor! a firm . Bemerous ſupporter. of te | 
DH, — 9m 3 


s ERM. royal and 


SG 


1 c 2 Charade of Dogo 185 
tity „He even rl net; 


_ for the ſake of Promoting the public good, 


to vidlate a poſitive appointment of reli- 
gion. He granted what the ſuperſtitious 


would have refuſed; and hypocrites have 


condemned; ;* but which was after wards vin- 
dicatec Ys pp ne e greater than Moſes and 
the pröphets. Had Wy -acculation been 
brought againſt } him; 13 ought to Have 
been founded Wige er an na 
Wn bf the ceremohiial ,., eee 


There was preſentiat dh intetviewy' one 
Deg? 'a Syrian by birth, a ſervant of the 
king, and chief herdſman 8 
He could be no ſtranger to the upright 
behaviour of Ahimelech, and to the mo- 
tives which prompted kim to furniſk David 
with the hallowed bread, and the ſword of 
Goliath of Gath. He had probably ad- 
vanced himſelf in the king's favour by thoſe 
arts of flattery and inſinuation, which, in 
the court of a wicked prince, are à ſurer 
road to preferment, than virtue and per- 
ſonal accompliſhments.” David was ac- 
quainted with the buſineſs of his character, 
e Was fixuck at che time, with. a ſuſ- 

picion, 


On the Choradtes of Dog! 
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| es that he would make bottle fatab ble SEAM. 


of what he had ſeen n tranſacked at Nob: . * 


I Iueto it, ſaid he 't6 Abiätharg bes ee 
0 ſurvivor of the family of Ahimelech, I EẽEe 
i that diy, when'D Doeg the Zabmitt wits there, 


tht Be would fi urely tell Saul. I Babe ors. 

5 caftned the Math of all "tht Perfont” of thy 

2 s houſe. Abide thou with me, Near 
of; for be that Neetetb n my life, Jetheth"thy 


; but aonth me thou'' ſhall: be in ſaſæ- 


* 


On his arrival ire; th, David'f 


venge. David, to Aave himſelf, was there- 
fore driven to the ſad-neceflity; of; counter» 
feit madneſs, till. an. opportunity occurred 
of fleeing. from that hoſtile land to the car 7 


e 1 Bo + hither; beſides. his kindre 
I reſo ted to him, about, four _ hundred | 


* 2 
4 K - | | ; 
e pd 15 N A 
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we cauſe of all\ this-eroubles be had met 
with in his ow country, was to endanger 
his life in a foreign court. The tiumphal 
ſong, Which Saul herd with fuck zündig⸗ 
nation, was repeated in the ears of. Achiſh 
dy his ſervants, and excited within Hini, if 
not the fear of a Tival; the deſire of re- 


guard, 14 * 32281 Sl men Birne ar 8 heb 12 5 „ 
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fal be of his ar be 
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bis ee te 2 pro 210505 
Nan having 4 ſhear. in 
1 and there complained, that they | 
d.conſpired with. bis ſon Jooathas againſt 
Him, in favouring; the! ſon of Jeſſe. He 
expoſtulated with them, whether they en- 
pected. greater rewards and honou 
the reign of David, mould the eee 
that rebel be — en they 


wier of che 000 

Faſion preſented to him, Latente 
elf more in his favor. Ae fteppet 
om the ee a Keuſed Ade, 
Ee” | | r 


l 


unes, whom, i in the 


* 


beg nent an 2 the king. . 

brought! a lying evidence xgainſt him, in- I 
_ Siuated chat his Gefigus were rrealonabls, ET 5 
: teu endeten ie de thar, fm 


ae hin ih whit is nec th al 
$ f kis enterp rife.” W. 9 | "FP y OE Ty 


Weg bold. acch{ations a ph ot. are and 
aniniſters I, the 5 5 were pra ro — 
David. mt dethrgne and min him. In the 
_ iſt Parosqſihs of his rage, he gave-orders 
J bring t3afently. fre bing, . 1 
the pril abe hn eee all bin- 
| ther's Bou, hen hat. anerr at at N. 
Penn ere and hn en perſons mn, 
| dee ee 5 bed done tunen. 
were 2 ee . 
. laid to their N by: the Edomite. 


EARS 8 . Ahimelech 
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ſelves: as "other feelings 


Abi ; dex efice da ene 
ae —— became his 
_ 6ffice:/ He did not deny Waging : i Ti 
arid the ſword of the Philiſtine to David; 


| e of Bic. fa 
concerning the 1 


any thing ige or more of the matter,, He 
bad even the;reourage: to attempt ſoothing 


dhe. diſturbed' ſpirit of the king, and queſ: 


Bosh hin- Mön ie fo faithful amore; all 
oel WIT ia / au ee | 


SIS Ak n EA 28.2 tet 4 23 


berette eie en ber 8 he vodee of 
Aeiſon iti would" have Been a . 
en defetice 3, ut to the! 1220 - 
— Wotifreh sat Was dil te the flame,” Every 
word" it praiſe of” David, piereed him 72 
over to>the" heart\® Terror and. rer 
Jn quenchæd o nme "to 3 


hs Pao wan [Yeaf t6/juſtice ind: mercy ; 


a1 aly to he ford. 
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ins be bis anger for it Was een and 8 BR 1 


his wrath . it Was cruel? Sets” 
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ed at the tie tins commands, 
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1 ſervants of. the king had the courage 


„ 


| to di ſobey them, In the perſon of their 5 


c prieſts they revered the religion of their 
country, and revolted with horror from the 


idea of ſtaining their hands with ſacred * 


and: innocent blood. The perjured in- 


former waited only Ce the word to un- 


ſheath his. ſword... The venerable high I» 


| prieſt, and fourſeore and four perſons that. 5 


did wear a linen ephod, fell by his mur= 


derous arm. Not glutted with ſo direful a 
ſacrifice, the vengeance of Saul ordered 
him to attack their defenceleſs habitations, 


and to deſtroy their wives, their children, | 
and . 1 which. Wee ates to > them! 


| grief, with the ah of : ide 155 W 


3 42 My 
and women, children Grids hte ends oxen, 5 
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On the Cbarater of Dog: 


Without examining, at preſent, any fur- 
ther into the motives and paſſions which 


drove the king to iſſue ſuch atrocious or- 


ders, it is propoſed, in what remains of 
this diſcourſe, to make a few obſervations 


on the character of Doeg, who was the 


cauſe and executioner of them. Unfor- 
kunately for the 4 27 of the world, there 


are too many in it who reſemble him. 


The ſtudy of a character ſo deeply ſtained 


with falſthood and cruelty, is not pleaſant; 


but if this ſhall lead to a diſcovery of the 


cauſes which conſpire to form it, reflections 


may be drawn from the inquiry, that de- 


ſerve the attention of us all, bur particu- 


larly of the younger part of this audience. 


There are ſome who, in the condu& of | 


: hate lives, are governed by a principle of 


_ reaſon and conviction. They perceive this 


to be wrong, and abſtain from it; and 


that to be right, and obſerve it. Their 


behaviour is the reſult of a choice, founded 


in integrity, and the love of virtue. View- 
ed in their Chriſtian capacity, they are the 
ſervants of God, and the diſciples of Him 


Who 


0, the Cborater of Dogg. 


00 4 i ind ob tied: in de of the 


alla, 1 at pak What! may be 


SBRM, 


al . 


ated authority, and not from conviction. 
of this claſs, ſome. follow implicitly, and 


: 2 accomodate themſelves to, the eſtabliſhed | 


| opinions, forms, and cuſtoms, of. the world; 


ſome love the praiſe of men, more than ihe 


 braife of God; and ſome reſt all their hopes 


of ſucceſs. in life, in the favour of the great 


and opulent... Theſe three. kinds of people 


have a general reſemblance in their cha- 
racter, but differ in this, that reſpect for 
the ſentiments of mankind, or at leaſt the 
fear of giying them offence, have much 


| influence on the behaviour of the two firſt 


of them; whereas the latter are ee | 


6 » motives entirely mercenary 


In da to gain reputation, PTY to 1 5 5 


cure the envied condition of independence, : 


you may. either truſt ; in your own perſonal 
merit and talents, or you may attach your- 


ſeelves to your ſuperiors 1 in rank and eſtate. 


N the laſt be your choice, and if Jon Toe 


on the Chir er 27 Dag 


| accompliſhments, by means of their pa g 
tronage alone, you are beginning a courſe 
which, by neceſſary conſequence, will give 
riſe to a character ſimilar to that of Doeg. | 


The very choice itſelf is bad, and proceeds 


from baſeneſs of thought. It is the choice 


of a flave, and not of a brave and inde- 55 
pendent RG at 4 


440 
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But Whether meann nefs of. ſentiment,” or 
lazineſs, or diſnpation, hath projected the 
plan, poſitive vice muſt Wendt every ſtep 
taken in the execution of it. Th 
tenance of the wiſe and e is not to 
be purchaſed by the low arts of flattery 
and diſſimulation. Some perſon, therefore, 
muſt be ſingled out, ſo weak as to be eaſily 
impoſed upon, or ſo abandoned as to have 


occaſion for one of Doeg's diſpoſition, to 
| 1 him i in e e his bad deſigns. 


% RO. EW 


40 ig diſcovered and pitched: upon 4 > 
pe ſuitable to your Purpoſe, the firſt 


meaſure vou are obliged to adopt in proſe- . 


cution of it, is to pleaſe and hümour him. 


For this ol vou muſt learn to diſſemble. 


You muſt” ſmile or frown, ad as he 


N N E 
. „„ 515 


Dn 6 churacter of Digny: „ 


ö 


+ ' You; muſt reſign. your will entirely to him. 


conceal your ſentiments, and muſt often 


| ſay and defend what you do not believe. 
7 You: muſt diveſt yourſelves altogether of 


truth, and ſpeak the language of habitual 
: duplicity. 'You muſt. love what he loves, 
and hate what he hates. His friends muſt 
be your friends, his foes your foes, his peo- 


ple your people, and his god, provided 0 


he has 1 4k be our! lord, and your 


| Theſe. are . ſacrifices ; ; but there 


are ftill greater and coſtlier, which you 
muſt offer up. It is not enough that you 


re-echo all his ſentiments, and aſſent to 7 
his opinions, without ever contradicting 


him. Your zeal in his ſervice muſt be 
active. Lou muſt diſtinguiſh. yourſelves, 


* accuſing his enemies, ſupporting his 
meaſures, and doing his commands. Of 


all things you muſt pay cloſe and unre- 
mitting attention to the ruling paſſion, The 


1 wohich doth. fo, eaſily beſet him. Maſter 
of: cn you have a key by which you 


Aag B ͤ 1 0 


— 


1 5 7 9 
is w el or ill diſpoſed towards another. 8 ERM. 1 


7 


3 ZW ae Chara#te 7 


8 FRM. may unlock every avenue that leads to is 
heart. Is he a man of pleaſure? aſſiſt him 
in ruining youth, beauty, and innocence, 
to gratify his ſinful deſires. Is he covetous ? 
help him to defrand, Is he revengeful? 
. be ſpy, informer, and backbiter, of thoſe he 
hates. Stick at nothing. At his nod, leſſen 
guilt, depreciate merit, aſperſe virtue. No 
work is too mean, and no taſk too m_ 


lanous, to be undertaken to oblige him. 2 


By compliances Ae theſe che road to . 
preferment may perhaps be laid open. " "The 
obedience of ſervants in matters indifferent 
and harmleſs, i is a thing which « every maſter 

| has a right fo command. A patron Ex- 

| pets the like from thoſe who depend upon 
him. There is evidently no merit in this. 
But to do what is wrong and diſhonourable 

to ſerve him, proves a higher degree of at- 

tachment to his intereſt. This is giving 

| | him counſel and aid, which others would 
= refuſe to give him. It is devoting to him 
the love of good reputation, the reſtraints 

of ſhame and diſgrace, a conſcience filent 
and unremonſtrating, together with the 


=; On the Chorager ne | 
fear of puniſhment in this world, and i in 


tze world to come. 80 vaſt a facritice is 


ſurely deſerving of every gracious anſwer, 
and kind return, from the being at whoſe 
ſhrine i it is offered up. 5 


Such were the ſteps by which Doeg 
aſcended to greatneſs. He had come into 
the land of Canaan an obſcure ſtranger, and 

had ingratiated himſelf with Saul, by com- 
pliances which ſacred hiſtory has not pre- 
ſerved, At the time when David fled to 
. Nob, he was hig of the herd/men that be- 
longed to the king *. Now the Iſraelites be- 
ing a nation of huſbandmen and ſhepherd 85 
but conſiſting chiefly of the latter, it is plain 
that the perſon who was appointed to pre- ; 
fide over the ſtores, from whence the prin- 
 cipal branch of the revenue was derived, 
muſt have been high in office, and in the 


royal favour. It appears, too, that he was 


_ A riſing favourite; for when he maſſacred 
the prieſts, it is probable he had been firſt 
officer in the houſehold. The hiſtorian ſays 


- oF * that * v i over Foe. e 8 
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on the Charatter of Deg: 


SERM. Saul *, Nor was the preferment of Doeg 
XIV. 


a ſingular caſe. Tyrants and profligate 
rich men are in uſe to heap profuſe honours 


miniſters of their pleaſures, as long at leaſt 


as they have need of their infamous ſer- 


vices, after which. they often diſcard, and 
ſometimes bring them to condign puniſh- 


4 
* 1 &* 


When 1 ſaid, chat the conſcience of fin- 
ners like Doeg, is ſilent and unremonſtrat- 
ing, I ſpoke in too gentle terms. That 
which in virtuous minds is a principle of 
light, is in them a principle of darkneſs. 
Thus it apologiſes for their wickedneſs, and 
thus it reaſons with them: That their pa- 


tron, or their maſter, hath given ſuch and 


ſuch orders, and it is their duty to obey: 
that they are in no way concerned, whe- 


ther the commiſſion they have received to 


execute, be right or wrong; ; let him who 


- Iſſued it, ſee to that: that by their fidelity 
and allegiance, they are bound to tame ſub- 
miſſion ang; prompt execution 5. and, A 


8 or x Sam. xii, IN 8 


: 1 3 % 
- . x 
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we, that they are as innocent of any guilt 


contracted by what they do, as the ſword , 
which inflicts the wound, or mer torch : 
: his begins the conflagration. e EPS 


'In order to-raiſe this character to 75 75 moſt ü 
daring and formidable pitch of atrocity, 
one thing only is neceſſary; and that! is, the 


belief that it is incumbent upon them to 


obey all his orders, and perpetrate whatever 


crime he commands them to execute, as 


they hope to obtain pardon from God, and 
happineſs in another world. Hiſtory, in 


whoſe inſtructive volume the great virtues 


and great vices of mankind are recorded, 


| hath preſerved accounts of the violence and 


| bloodſhed occaſioned in the world by-this 
infernal creed. Of theſe, the following 
one, which is authenticated in the moſt 


ſatisfactory manner, may ſerve as a ſpeci- 
bg: and'is not the leaſt memorable. 


There ſprang up in dhe eaſt a religious 
ST wa which inhabited a country near 


Mount Libanus, and which was diſtin- 


guiſhed by: the name of the Aſſaſſins. 


Their 81 or chief, Was called the Lord of 


1 


the 
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the ee ji His ſubjects - were. trained 
up in the faith, that all his decrees were 


| juſt and good; that they were bound to 


obey them implicitly, without murmuring 
or contradiQtion ; that in this conſiſted the 


| moſt. meritorious of virtue, and the holieſt 
of piety; that trouble, farigue, danger, 


_ perſecution, tortures, and death, were to 


de encountered in doing his will; and that 


paradiſe was to be the certain reward of their 
| Tyerings, 5 


A community 3 on fuch 1 


ple, with a furious and revengeful bigot 


N their head, ſcattered terror and conſtern- 


ation, not only among neighbouring, but 


diſtant, nations. A ſentence of death, pro- 


nounced by him, was like the irrevocable 
decree of the fates, No diſtante of place, 
or length of time, no difficulty in execut- 


ing the orders, no vigilance in the guards 
of the deſtined victim, could damp the zeal, 


or baffle the attempts, of theſe deſperate 
emiſſaries. At his command they left their 


country, never more to return to it; 3-.and 


parted from kindred and friends, they were 
never again to . * entered into the 
ſervice 


0. the Chiralter: m Doc. 


ba 
and manners, conformed with their creeds 
and peculiarities, ſubmitted to every hard- 
ſhip, and braved every peril, in order to 
fulfil the dire commiſſion on which they 


were ſent. Too often were they ſucceſsful 


in their enterpriſes, | Generals fell by their 
hands, at the head of faithful and victo- 
| rious armies. Princes were murdered by 


them, in the ſanctuaries ef their palace. 


No perſon, who was an object of jealouſy 


or revenge to the Lord of the Mountain, 


thought himſelf ſafe. The moſt potent 
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monarchs, with redoubled guards, ſat 


penſive and trembling on their throne. 
Vnſeen, like the peftilence that walketh | in 
. darkneſs, was their approach, and the dag- 
ger that ſtruck the blow was the announcer 
of their preſence. Hence, to this day, the 

1 jealous and vindictive murderer is branded 
With their nationak name, and is ; called an 


Aſſaſſin. we 


But the viifelding this ; and 
tracing out the monſtrous crimes it has 
engendered, does not belong any further 
to the ae: of our ns A Let 


it : 


5 5 364 „ * the Charadter of Dog, 


ERNI. it Culfice, then, to to remark, that Doeg and 
ES the. Aſſaſſin conſent in this opinion; that 
every thing is lawful in the ſervice of their 
maſter; but they differ in this, that the 
one expects preſent riches and e gs 

and ths? e the ori of cel 


> 4 
— 1 3 N £ 


[Mania os 7 a ien of Doeg i in 
"= capacity of a ſervant ; let us, in the 
next .place, . conſider him moving in his 
own. ſphere, without being influenced "of 
the . of a ſuperior, | err Hegont 


Is it then to . ſuppoſed, chat the man 
who, to pleaſe his ſovereign, could defame, 
accuſe, and murder the innocent, will be 
Juſt and merciful to others, who are not 
the objects of the royal jealouſy and teſent- 
ments? Was it 'to promote Saul's intereſt 
or his own, that Doeg committed ſuch 

a ſhocking and atrocious crimes? Can change 

pf ſituation render a ſpy honourable, or an 

1 informer true? The tranſmutatlon of the 
vuoileſt earth into the moſt precious of me» 

_ tals, would be leſs a prodigy in the natural, 

- than this in the wann world. A con- 
» ſcience 


” 0% the * Charatter 27 De 
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great, and the intereſt of the -wealthy; is, 
for the moſt part, fold irredeemably to 
wickedneſs. One facrifice: of honour; and 
humanity,” is uſually: ſufficient. to conſtitute” 
the perſon who preſented it for ever after 
a villain. eker riadg J bt 


From a temper ſo ſubmiſſive to the wilt 
of his ſuperiors, you perhaps infer, that he 
will be condeſcending to his equals, and to 
thoſe of a lower condition; antereſt being 
ſuppo ſed apart, This, howeyer, . is not the 


- caſe. Although hiſtory is ent concern- 


ing the behaviour of Doeg in this reſpect, 

yet, in thoſe characters who refemble him 
in what is related. of him, there is [always | 
found arrogance, haughtineſs, and inſo- 


cordingly A troubl ſome neighbour, an im- 
perious maſter, a harſh parent, an over- 

bearing huſband. He expect 
beneath him the ſervile obeiſance which 


5 he pays to thoſe of à higher rank. Caught 
in his own. ſhare; he is ſometimes over- 


5 reached by villains more cunning than 
um 1 5 Oy nn, meeting with 850 


1 


5 


nce. A man of this deſeription is ac 


from all 75 
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dom ſuch as he has g and with the 


j 
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diſtruſt” of ſociety at large; he becomes 
| fallen and diſcontented,: thinks all men 


wicked, open or concealed, hardens him - 


ſelf in ſin, dlz he i E for no other fo- 
ciety but theirs who torment and are tor- 
mented. . EY 


- Saul, f. "RR he Helene of bis reſent- 


, ment, ambition, and fear of a rival, and 
partly from his parental anxiety to ſecure 


the throne of Ifrael to Jonathan, was guilty 


of the fatal crimes which ſtain the annals 
2 his reign. Doeg, for his on mercenary 


purpoſes, firſt of all wound up the paſſions A - 


of the king to the utmoſt, and then per- 


petrated the deeds which * hav S8 


ſeribed. Wnieh of the two is ſtam os 
_ with the worlt and blackeſt marks of ini- 


On the Charadter of Dog. 
be disorered. In the venal cpirit of a SER NM. 


oeg, tyranny. dates its origin, derives ſup- 


5 port, and accompliſhes its ends. Who 
forges the chains that are impoſed upon a 
- rex people, and that hold ever after in 
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7 ſubjection their lives SP eee Not, 5 
ſurely, the prince, in whoſe name this worſt 


of violence is ee Would man- 


kind have been ſo eruelly inſulted in their 


Uberties, and plundered of their birth 


wy right privileges, had not the thrones of 


their ſovereigns been beſet with miniſters 


ready to ſupport them 1 in all their meaſures, 


; to inflame their paſſions, and put a ſceptre 


of iron, and a whip of ſcorpions, into their 


hands? When this temper of paſſive obe- 3 


| dience and tame ſubmiſſion, forms -a national 
_ the Ma e are reduced to the 


wv e vrety oi 2 e <5 ds wer JF. 
55 the deſpot commands, and when even to 


3 die 11 his . is . a . to 5 


8 


Who b e aca late h ms wil 


5 a6 had filled Feruſalem from one end to ano 


er? Was it the fiexce and impinn Mer 
. naſſch 
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naſſeh aloye? Who 0 c imperial 


| araBter of bel, 


with bloc and ſpread havoc and deſo- 
lation over Italy and, the provinces, with 


| ſuch cruel. confiſcations, proſcriptions, and 


murders? NA Caligula, a Nero, a Domi- 


tian? Theſe monſters of iniquity acted, it 

is true, the principal parts in the dreadful 
ſcenes exhibited in their reſpective reigns; 
but their fears and jealouſies were rouſed, 


their enmities fomented, and their decrees 


ſuggeſted and executed; by miniſters, ſtill 


worſe than themſelves. They had their 5 


3 Doegs, to inſpect the behaviour of thoſe 


who were obnoxious to them, 0 whiſper 2 
1 calumnies i into their ears, and to im- 


peach every one whoſe family or opulence ; 


were either objects of terror or rapacity. 


a They had Doegs, to fulfil the x moſt infamous 
; commiſſions; to plunder the rich, to aſſaſſin- 


ate. the wiſe and virtuous, and ſet the. proud Y 
mee of th! woe in flames. | fte 50h | 


And Wald is . that N bloody in- u. | 


cendiaries had. been confined to: Periods of 
anarehy and deſpotiſm! 
Proper ſoil, and there they grow up. rank 
| and d poiſonous to TOE: full ſize. In this 


< "beſe- are their | 


favoured : 


07 the Chorater o „b 
favoured ille, this Bleſſed abode of be ww, 


ndence, and public fpirir, there * As 
not materials to rear them up to maturity. 5 
et it is too true, that perſons are to be 
found, who are willing for à bribe to un- 
dertake any kind of miſchief, which they 


dare commit with the hope of -impunityz 


and that nothing but the want of a Saul 
prevents Doeg from 19752 e into 9 8 : 


ll action. ” © galls 


Let a man W e e and > 
: conſequently great weight and importance, 
he will find himſelf expoſed to the infidious 
| addreſs of ſycophants. Even when em. 
: ployed in the occupations of quiet and 0 
inoffenſive life, he will have occaſion to 
guard againſt their impoſitions. But if he 
has formed any deſign, which requires in- 
termediate ſteps of villany to accompliſh. 
it, and which, at the ſame time, he him- 
ſelf is aſhamed. to take, their” een: are i 


. fully at his devotion. | ON 


i 


| Whether the . | 


A e bus is o 

be reſtricted to individuals, this f is not the 
place, to determine. Bn ©: however 1s 
"VT: £6” "Mm b more 5 


. thaw: puny fucks 1 means, wy no 3 2 
amongſt them durſt ſingly have undertaken, 
or durſt avow. Horm again, is opened a 
field for the diſplay of the talents and vices 


dt a Doeg He will be their agent in what 


is wrong; and, ſhould there be danger of 
detection, he will be bribed to fly to a diſ—- 
tance, carrying with him, like the ſcape- | 

goat to the wilderneſs, their fins and i inigui- : 
| W to the land of oblivion. | | 


| Whence 1 a the 3 Wh” {ot 
15 man and man, family and family, I may 
ſay, even nation and nation, at variance; 
ſave the ſelfiſhneſs of thoſe who hope to 
derive. advantage from their hoſtilities ? 
How many trifling differences among 
neighbours might be eaſily compromiſed, 
were there no meddling oſſieious perſons 
intereſted to inflame them into a quarrel? 
How frequently have the moſt deadly pur- 
poſes of malice been effected by inſtru- 
ments in nowiſe concerned, 8 to | 
pom their on ends? 5 b 


David 


2 the E 4 


tes of Ba 


: e prieſts at Nob, perſons precluded © 
fromthe purſuits'of ambition by their holy 
 vffice and the laws of Moſes; could not 
hurt the riſing fortune of that ſanguinarß 
minion. Should this be doubted, yet ſurelx 
: their aged fathers; their wives; their childs - 
ren, their ſucklings, were innocent, whoſe 
blood he ſhed: Nr at the e 
z of Saul. : = 


” Hor it is . Let me at] 3 of 
9 this ungrateful ſubject, with offering, to the 


Founger part of my audience a few 2855 0 
: tical directions from what has been ſaid. 


7 My beloved brethren, allow me on this 
: aol to addreſs you as diſtinguiſhable 5 
into two claſſes; the rich and independent, 


avid never injured 'Doeg: Ahimelech 5 


on . ae hand; and thoſe, on the other, 72 


whoſe ſucceſs in the world is to depend on 
your own merit, and on the improvements 
vou are now to make in uſeful Enowledge. | 


hos As to you of the firſt deſcription, whom | 
in ulgent Providence hath placed in a con- 
dition of opulence, nothing is of greater 
eonſequenee to the impre 1 
. 8 from 


* 


\ 
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figure, importance, and happineſs in life, 
than a judicious choice of the companions 
of your youth. Your age is ſtrongly 
ſuſceptible of impreſſions. The tone of 
your: ſentiments, and the general caſt of 
your mind, will be taken from thoſe with 
whom you principally aſſociate, - Beware, 
then, not only of ſuch as are notoriouſiy | 
bad, but likewiſe of the ſmooth, ſimper- 
ing, inſinuating, ſyeophant. He will ſteal 
into your good opinion, by. all the fawning 
 compliances 1 in his power. He will praiſe 
your wit, magnify your rank, and pretend 
the higheſt perſonal regard for you. If 
ſuch fair appearances of regard impoſe ſo 
- often upon the wiſe, is it matter of won- 
der that they ſhould enſnare thoſe of Pour 4 
ee ee and unexperienced N 1165 


CES ch 


But you. alk, by what touchſtone are | 
you. to diſtinguiſh the true from the falſe; 


+ * EFF 7 
Ty WW. 


the real from the pretended, friend? Hp 


Fs anſwer, Be on Sour guard againſt 
weblog; c "oh if he encourages 


* 
* 
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bene as oh your ſtudies; in the 8 ER my | 
contempt of your teachers, or in any thing . 
15 1 and debauched; 35. take theſe as 
marks he belongs to the family of L Doeg. 
Tou have every thing hurtful to your edu- 
aden and dangerous to your honour and 
future Proſpects, to fear from him. He 
will corrupt. your principles, inveigle you 4 
inte low company, and beguile you into 
exceſſes that will ' conſume your time, and 
impair your conſtitution. By e . 
5 vou into the black myſteries of gaming, 


2 45 5 


will inſpire you with a\ taſte which a 1 1 
5 afterwards reduce you to beggary. . E 
: will i inure you to the company of the idle Ce 1 
and diſſipated, of cheats and ſharpers. 15 | 
He Ie will. thus Arpa, the eee, 7 
Your parents, and blaſt the promiſing. Fruits, 
of, Jour earlier „years. And,. whill, be 
takes his own advantage, of your folly, he, 
| 12 5 involve you in ſuch ph and form. 
ig vou ſuch, unworthy, habits, as will .ren+ 
7 der pon inf, however high 7% . 1 90 | 
_ apd opulegr qour, forcing pay be i 
os are liable to greter e Fei 
this | Hg if you have det n to much | 
Oe. B b 3 indulged 
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| — RAC. indulged in your dach an have learned : 


N oof. commeifion, Wa deaf to 
raproof. Voung men of wiſdom and appli- 
cation will ſnun your mpany, the good 
will deſpiſe; you, and: none of a liberal and 
aſpiring mind will eountenanee you. Are 
you to imagine, chat ſuch will forfeit the 
pleaſures arifing from innocence, ſcience, 
and friendſhip, which they enjoy in che 
ſociety gf one another, for your inſigniſi- 
cant 


quaintance; or heſtom their time on 
objects ſo. entirely bengath their notice} 
| No. Avoided: by the virtucus, you will, 
| become. 0 ly Peer ef ie Kalle ang de- 


? 18 3 F 8 
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122 oh „ greatly / vautiohs' _ 


ben daes t for 0 gps mers and adn n 


7+ A. 


-oelaigl Kip the kvies of Ebert, N care 
that you place into proper hands ſo facred 
a depoſit as the direction of 'your conduct. 
Cultivate”! 4 babitat love "I tuck” "4 and 


ll upy. — — may 5 
| Kenwldrs and the idle, who are de the 
 Vielous, will not eneroch upon Tow” 175 


Nö £9598 | 
See A. regard, Far. religion, * 1 wk 
not caught with the prevailing infection 
of treating it with contempt. There is 
notlüng in Chriſtianity, properly under- 
| ſto6d, de is the juſt object of ridicule 4 
and diſlike, but of the bigheſt love and 
reverence. The end it propoſes i is, to make 
us Wiſe and good, to purify our nature, 
to inſpire us with an abhorrence of every 
thing diſnonburable atid wicked, to render 
us happy here, and to qualify us for par- 
 takirig 6f that "Jaloation ang to OY ce | 
in the loft time. . 2 5 


II. My young brithrin" bf "the. ale ph 
alwi. if the picture of. 'Doeg this 
day exhibited before you. fill you with 
 inignarion, as 1 hope it will, beware of 
the vices by which Ker röſe to preatrieſs. : 
What is ſo deteſtable as 4 . and in- 
. 5b former? 


\ 


. every — — 


manity 1c arrive at preferment through the 


you thould. bog CGE. a thing by: ua 
_ extremely Precarious, yet what com- 
forts can ariſe from apr bought at Ho 
dreadful a rice e 


$1 : . 2 1 5 
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Adern Tu” a ck, that geh ſs of 
| ſentiment which ſcorns to ſtoop 10 any 

thing ignominious, in order to pleaſe the 
nobleſt or the richeſt p patron. ; Purchaſe, na 

man 8 fayqur af, the, erpence of probity 
; and truth. Blacken no character to exalt 
your own. Ik you are to attach yourſelves 


to a ſuperior, let honour. and. virtue form 


the baſis of all which ROW! Gy or do to fe+., 
cure his .. N e 


It f is however a far higher ambition, to 


1 89 


: frek for, : applauſe and independence by : 
your, own ſterling. merit alone, ; Recom- f 


mend, . yourſelves , to ; encouragement. ., by . 


amiable diſpoſitions, upright prineiples, and 
Aike Was. Strive fo. be Eminent, in, that 
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without ſteadineſs and perſeverance, vou 


will never excel. The event does not be- 
5 long to you. All which God requires 18, 
to do your beſt, and to occupy- properly | 
= ſents which he has beſtowed upon 


Should your virtuous labours be 
—— and unfortunate times and 


chances happen to you, you will have the 
5 ſatisfaction to reflect, that the fault is not 
in yourſelves; and have ſure grounds to 


expect, that your neglected merit will be 
brought to light, and receive in heaven that 
recompenſe it miſſed here. below. 8 : 


Be it therefore your principal care, to 


remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth ; ; to obey his commandments, and 
to abſtain from every thing which he has 


 forbidde n. In the words of/ our Saviour: 


Seel not ye what ye ſhall. eat, or what e 
ſpall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind: 
for all theſe things do the nations of the 


_ world ſeek after ; and your Father Enoweth 
"hat 8 995 ve "_ mg” wr uf | But rather 
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feel pe the lingdm of God, and all thiſe 
inge n be. added en Koi denn lr 
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And may God 88 his 5 5 mercy 


21 * 3 


grant, that vou may be all kept from the 
bad e example and ſeductions of a wicked 
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world; that you may improv: e in all which 
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is Praiſe-w vorthy, uſeful, , and excellent; 


and that, as you incre in years, vou may 
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1 0 young. man, in thy So and tet 
eg _ nw in the 1 n 
5 of thy beart, _ 
br of i . eyes; ; But know 
for all theſe e Go wi 
5 thee into Fur Therefore re. 
From thy e and | 
| | 


A . 


# 4d * * * pv a 
oy 3 a as of 7 


emember now 196 Creator in the days . 2 
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- Op aW, AL and an Mpeut Youth, 


8 BAM. 2nd ſoftneſs hem f in- our nature, which, like 


Maa" tion of our moral and xeligious powers. 7 
What the "morning! is 0 the elt er an 


. n 


the wax to which it has been compared, 


renders it ſuſceptible of ſtrong and laſting 


8 impreſſions. . is, at the ſame time lively, 
| cheerful, and vigorous, free of that indo- 


$ 1 


lence, and thoſe tormenting cares, Which, 


according to our ſituation and trials in the 
World, are ſo ready to encroach upon us, 
as we advance in years. It" ſtands leſs in 
need of the ſpur, than of a prudent mas. 
nagemest, to guide and employ its activity 


to the beſt - advantage. The Senerous 5 
affections, the candour and native in- 


genuity of che heart, are not injured by 
_- the. corrupt: principles; and bad examples, 
that abound ſo much in the ſociety of our 
ſellow- creatures. Sendbility to honour and 


diſgrace, is not blunted by vice. There are 


no wicked habits to be undone, which *% 
the chief preventive, of. reformation, i 
a thoſe accuſtomed to do evil, and grown 1 g 


5 


in life. The field of action is Gear, and 
every thing is favourable for. the cultva- : 


and an Auen Youths 


7 : 


"the year, the Rate of youth is to,mankood g SER] 
Om che improvements made in that early 
period of our lives, the harveſt of age en- 
tirely depends. If we ſow to folly and . 
vice; we muſt eat the bitter grapes of mi- 
ſery; if we ſow to wiſdom and virtue, Wwe 
ſhall reap the joyful fruits of e pace, 


F++: 12 


- and ſelf-approbation. Z 


-The writings of e are full of 
1 5 Wen eng obſervations. upon this in- 
| P and important ſubject. In ſearch 
of his beloved wiſdom, he traced out the 
1 reſpective conſequences of an early piety, 
and of a miſpent youth, with great juſtneſs 
and diſcernment: He begins the book of 
Proverbs, profeſſing it to be his deſign to 


impart inſtruction to the ſimple, to give 


wiſdom to the unexperienced, and to teach 
the young man knowledge and di ſeretion. : 
In Eccleſiaſtes, a book ſeetningly written at 
a more advanced period of his life, after 
having deſcribed, at conſiderable length and 


With much feeling, the vanity « of all ſub- 


lunary enjoyments, and the vexations and 


Gl eee we meet Win in purſuit ' 


4 4 
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vices, which bring the judgments of God 
upon them; and to remember their Creator 
before infirmities and old age benumb their 
pena and the ay return to the carth at 


"21 is 1 in oh iz diſcourle, 
in the firſt place, to lay before you a de- 
ſcription of a well- and an W-ſpent youth! 
in the ſecond place, to point out the advan- 
tages of the one, and the miſeries flows. 
ing from the other: la ty, to by force: 
motive to an early rememibrance of God, 
taken by Solomon from the conſideration 
of the ſufferings of 5 age, and che "aps. 
: proach of deati. 55 81 i 


I. I am to lay befote. you a eee 
of a well- and an in-ſpent youth. e 


In general, they who employ che t time 
of their youth in the improvement of 


. their Selle ee and i in Weh 1 c 
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ir heart, aud in the fight Ef their ey 


"08 By what mean, then, ate theſe powers > 


t be improved, and thoſe habits ts be ac- 


I quired? ? In order to ſolve this queſtion, by - 
far the moſt important of any that can en- 


| Abbe the attention of youth, | it will be 


proper to ſubdivide the firſt head of diſ- 


courſe into theſe two Parts: firſt, to conſi- 


: der a ſtate of youth as ſpent i in induſtry, ; 


or in idleneſs: ſecondly, as ſpent in the 
exerciſe of virtue, or in wieked purſuits, 


The former of theſe inquiries will lead fo 
the knowledge of what is neceſſary to the 2 


cultivation, or cauſes the neglect, of the 
undenſtanding; the latter, what promotes 


the cultivation, or occaſions the * a 


daa, of the beart. 


15 Let us firſt . — of 8 | 


as ſpent, in induſtry, or in idleneſs ; and 


what is neceſſary. to the culture and im- - 


"BAIT of the underſtanding, 


The hüman powers. do not arrive at' their ; 
| perſon ina ſtated and given time, like 
„ ole | V thoſe 


i 


bh REP 


" Tk ice, may bei ſaid to wall in e e 1 SEAM. 


— 


: 2 whoſe: of- . creatures. Ir dbl Werdthe 
8 ede caſe, mankind would be all upon a level in 


the ſame reaſon that the ſagacity of any 
particular claſs of animals is equal. Their 
figure and ſucceſs 1 in life, a e mile 

| fortunes and extraordinary contingencies : 
1 - being excepted, would be the ſame. No- 
\, ._ . thing perſonal or diſtinctive could occaſion 
| that vaſt difference which exiſts at preſent 
among individuals. | The character of one 
man would have been the character of his 


* ſpecies, and one I man 8 Vin os. univerſal 
ſtandard. 


- * — 
* 1 7 ? 3 I 9 ? 6 


We appear: aa at l in 9255 Hake! 1 | 
lefs ſtate and condition. The inſtinct, by 
which infants are guided in taking their 
nouriſhment, is as uniform and univerſal 
in its operation, as thoſe by which irra- 
tional creatures are directed in the preſerva- 5 


point of abilities and underſtanding, for = 


tion of the individual, and in the conti- 5 


nuation of the kind. 'We have all the ſame . 
| nature. We are all te with the ſame 
powers and faculties, with the ſame appe- 


OS es, e * deſires. ol bath 19 1 


405% AFL 


ate fee inf be carte, We 
ſprupg/from: the. fame Rock and, 
bh. are, all made. an. th 


„ 9 51 


fame e gat © 


as to the inequality: ſo obſeivitle "among — 20 
| mankind; as chey advance i in years. The 1 
fliirſt o Wooly is ſupe riority in . . 
ation. One man is born in a eciviliſdgd 
country, another among. ſayages or -bar= = 
barians; their knowledge, their ſentiments 

moral and religious, their manners and ha- 

bits of life, muſt, therefore, be entirely dif- 

. ferent. .'> Of thoſe again born among an 
improved people, ſome, like you my young 
brethren, enjoy the invaluable opportunity 

of liberal education, and adborninga ther 
minds with; ſeienee and the wiſdom. of paſt 
ages Whereas oxhers, by poverty, mean 
parentage, and other cauſes, are doomed to 

is norance, and trained up in low A 
ments, and 30: ſtill lower courſe af be. 55 
bu viour” | BETH 11 Ys. v2 15b 190 40 5 „„ 5 
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tances and ſſtuation, and poſſeſſing the 
ee advantages in regard to cultivating 
themſelves, - the / one ſhall turn out learned, 
accompliſhed,” and the other illi- 
We ee _ mW, tale 1 i 
or ornamental. Pe Kai i „ | 
This ee was too-curious and 
1 to ' eſcape notice. It was b | 
ſerved, and erregend were adopte 
to account for it. The deſire of afcribing 
certain occult and incomprehenſible qua- 
lities, ſuppoſed to exiſt in nature, as the 
cauſes of things, prevailed, on tis oeca- 
ion, in the deciſions of the learned. This 
manner of explaining appearances, which 
das been the diſgrace and retardment of 


5 Kiende in all ages, proved, as ufual, unſatiſ- 


factory. Some had recourſe to a 1 
attributing extraordinary influences to whe 
day, the hour, and even the place, of our 
nativwity; and to the ſtars that, in their 
vonjunctions and oppoſitions, were fancied 


to have preſidency at that time. Some de- 


nied the reality and exiſtence, of a ſpiritual 
foubſtance within us, and endeavoured to 
re olye 3 into the fineneſs of the nerves, the 8 


0 Bulk aids an „ tl vent n 
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kalba and acuteneſs of the animal ſpi- SEAM, 


rits, the better temperament of the blood, 


£ not to add the firmer contexture of the 


> 
s . 
- . 
* 


groſſer parts of the body, . 


orities poſſeſſed by &p 


in various degrees, and even in various 
kinds, to ſome, and with-held in like man- 


ner from others, which they call by my con- 


 ſeerated name of genius. „ 


e perſon over another. 

Others, diſcarding the body out of their 
ſyſtem, reſted their ſolution of the diffi- 

culties in queſtion, on a certain innate con- 

_ Ritutional pre-eminence of ſoul, diſtributed 


"There are others who. reject all iheſs RY £ 


potheſes, as being ee 


illy founded on the 
ſame falſe and imaginary grounds. They 


inſiſt that all the inequalities which appear oo 


among mankind may be ſimply accounted 
for, from the different uſe they make of 
their powers, according to the condition in 


vieh they are placed. They contend, 


that as the aſtrological and materialift fot 


tems are abſurd, ſo the laſt, which is the 


popular and prevalent ſuppoſition, is at- 
tended with conſequences 700 N 


ua and ſo dilcouray 


Ce 2 : * ambitiqus | 


366 
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On a Well: and an 15 2 Youth. 


ambitious hope Kuck ſpirited exertion, as 
to afford, on that account, ſtrong pre- 


: e e that the foundation on which 


it is reared is/altogether ſandy, although- it 
may be impoſſible for them to prove it ſo. 


I hey therefore lay it aſide together with . 


the reſt, and conſider induſtry, that is, they 
conſider the proper culture of our faculties, 
and the vigorous, perſevering, and well- 


applied uſe of them to the purpoſes of life, 
as the ſole en 1 ern and ex- 
| cellence. | WEED e 


It is ay foreign to the deſig ign of his 


diſcourſe to examine on what principles, 


and by what arguments, theſe ſeveral opi- 


nions are ſupported, or to adopt. and defend 
any one of . and 8 to refute Is 


# 4 4. 


j ra that the 3080 ne: 89100 10 a 21 
jf not an entire, dependence on diligence and 


application, 18 extremely proper for youth, * 


eager in the purſuit of knowledge, and am- 
bitious to diſtinguiſh themſelves in the 


world, to embrace. Such a perſuaſion can 


do no harm, and has a manifeſt tendency 


to Ln the. Sagas of ſtudy, and 10 in- 


„ 3 LF 1 5 | 


Dis 4 Wells 2 id an Il. Pint Youth, EN 359 


” pie them with hopes of honour: and 88 8 E RM. 
ceſs. Taking for granted, but by no means — 5 
aſſerting, that it is juſtly founded, let us 
hear what the advocates of this hypotheſis 

| have to advance in defence of i it. | 


* 
= IF. 
$4 


It is evident, ſay they, that the ordinary 5; _ 
ſuppoſition regarding genius is ill· calculated 1 
for cheriſhing that ſpirit of virtuous emu- 
lation, which thoſe, intelligent in the edu- 
cation of youth, are ſo keen to awake and 
Pn alive within them. 45 


Some, fancying that they enjoy this; in- 

born pre- eminence of mind, infer that they 

1 haye little occaſion for exerting themſelves 
- in the acquiſition of knowledge. Nature, 

| they think, has ſmiled ſo propitious on 
their birth, and has done ſo much for them, 
chat they may leave the drudgery of thought 


and laborious p en to the N and 
Inſenſible. A 


3 far more numerous claſs err in the 
t extreme, of i imagining that they are 
N altogether deſtitute of genius. This cre- 
ates in them a diffidence which hinders 
them from making the proper uſe and im- 

UC 3 „ Prove- 


SER M. niſin. of. 1 powers. . They Wb 
wh dull, negligent, and difpipited. . Their 


channels prejudicial to their true i 
and deſtructive of the ends pr: D 
; abtained by their education. 


as thoſe who enjoy them. But if labout 
and ſevere application be the real ſouree 
80 whence it is derived, then the fault is 


activity either flags, or diverts itſelf 2 


A third claſs, without 8 con» 


leis in their genius, or believing that 


they are void of it, have recourſe to 


the latter of theſe ſuppoſitions, as an 


apology for their idleneſs and diſſipation, 


They deny that moral or intellectual excel» 


lence increaſes in proportion to the indu 
and exertions of individuals, The Sn 


ing ſuch a poſition, would argue in them 
a defect in the cultivation of their minds, 
which they ought to have ſupplied. If he 
temperature of the blood, or the delicacy of 
the nervous ſyſtem, or certain latent qua- 
 lities of the ſoul, be the cauſe of genius, 
they are not to bo blamed, becauſe they 


are not io well informed and nerompinthed - 


ä 


: 
ra N 


FA ahd an 2 Youth, 


| _ aarg ae e upon themſelves, and il * x 
5 a reſponſible for the want of it. 


' Upon the whole they DARE (hat the 
wiſe and judicious | improvement of his fa- 


; culties, i is a good reaſon why one man ex- 


cells another who is negligent, idle, and 


Nothful; and that a ſuperior degree of 1 In. . 
duſtry, ſufficiently accounts for a . 


e of perfection. 


l is no becken they PIR to this 
| reaſoning, that ſome have leſs merit, and 
fewer accompliſhments, than others who 


labour with much ſeeming pains and af- 


fiduity, A man may pled and drudge,. 


without employing much real activity of 


wind. Another may be very diligent, and 


yet ſhift ſo frequently from one object of 


- purſuit to another,. that it is impoſſible for 


him to excel in any of them. But he who, 


making choice of a proper end, applies the 
whole force of his mind to obtain it, and 1 
Who, at the ſame time, continues Redfaſt i in 


bis reſolution, muſt ſurely be more * 
hal than the. lykowirm or the unſtable. 


ge WET 
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They further argue, that all our 1 
are weak at firſt, that they grow ſtrong by 


5 being exerted, and are capable of. enlarge- 


ment according to the manner they are 
employed, and the uſe to which they are 
| put. Their perfection and excellence have 
as certain a dependence upon the right 
management of them, as the luxuriancy of 
- crop upon the judicious cultivation of the 
land, and the goodneſs of the ſeaſon. The 
memory. improves: by exerciſing it, the 
judgment ripens by vigorous: application, 
and taſte is acquired by a long and patient 
inquiry into the ſource of what is beautiful 
and ſublime : whereas indolence and ſloth 
relax every nerve, unbend the natural ſpring | 
of our N and onteabls. 225 whole 
mind. do ery 1-4 


When thoſe was by which" our r intel 
lectual abilities diſplay themſelves, are ex- 
amined, ſuch of them as Sena the 
applauſe. of mankind are found to be the 
reſult of deep thought and reſearch. Ana- 
liſe their component parts, or view them 
combined, and forming a regular Whole; 


* 


2 5 8 . l 1 5 2 0 : and 
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| and marks of deſign, labour, and patience, SE II 1 
are every where apparent ind then.. * Wy 
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The facility with which they heh? to 
have been executed, is advanced by the 
ignorant and ſuperficial, as a proof of ſome 
original ſuperiority of mind in their au- — 
thors. This facility, however, is only To”: —— 
| 'be obtained. by practice. The firſt attempts | | 
of the greateſt maſters were rude, their 
workmanſhip was at firſt imperfect. They - 

arrived at their excellence by ſlow degrees, 
by perſevering zeal, and by long and ſe- 

vere application. Their unconquerable in- 

| duſtry ſurmounted every obſtacle in their 
way, rendered each ſucceſſive attempt leſs 

difficult, gave them greater and greater 
. till they reached that eaſe and 
expertneſs of execution which ſtrike the 
world with wonder and admiration. 


But laying this idea, upon which we are 
b altogether aſide, the cauſe of 
induſtry may be ſupported by ſtrong ar- 
guments, whatever a hypotheſis be adopted 
concerning the cauſe of genius. If the 
powers of the underſtanding be different in 
i AOL minds, yet in no inſtance are theſe 
to T 


5 powers bind man 
— fection, nor do they ripen to it by the 


lapſe of time alone. On the contrary, the 
greater they are, there is the more occa- 

ſion to be diligent and active in the culti- 
vation of them. It is ſurely more difficult 
to improve ten talents properly, than to 
improve one; ſo that the demand for in- 

duſtry and application, inſtead of being di- 

miniſhed by the greater extent of genius, 
is enlarged in proportion to it. That which 
our Saviour has obſerved, ſpeaking of the 
culture of our moral powers, is applicable 
to that of our intellectual faculties; That. 
unto whomſoever much is Giuen, 1 6 him e 
be much required, 


Thus, if we have the noble OY to 
aſpire at excellence, we are laid under the 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of exerting ourſelves 
to the utmoſt, whether we ſuppoſe that our 
minds are originally the fame or not. Di- 

ligence will exalt ſuperior powers; but 

idleneſs and diffipation will ruin the fineſt 

abilities. The man of genius, who allows 
his faculties to remain neglected and unim- 

proved, or 1 run wake through ä 
| "LW 


* 


5 ona Well ads — =: 

will be ſurpaſſed by the perſon who, with. SERM. 

lefler talents, leaves nothing undone to oe- —— 1 

eupy them aright. Renown is not the 

child of repoſe; the race is not won with- | 

out ſtrenuous exertion; nor does victory . 1 

reſerve her laurels for the careleſs 9 the 1 9 

inadive. . | | | C 


| Intellectual merit, ny is not a Nath: | . 
right ; privilege is not an emanation merely 
from on high, nor is to be purchaſed with | 
eaſe. No. It is the fruit of thought, di- 

 ligence, fatigue, and perſeverance, _ At the 

ſame time, it deſerves carefully to be re- ry 
membered, that this merit is not to be pro» 
fuced by every kind of activity. There 
are many objects which, in their attain- 
ment, give us ſufficient employment, with- 
out improving us. The ſoul, 'exerciſed in 

great and good matters, becomes great and 

good; but is debaſed when her attention is 

1 5 fixed upon what is low and groveling. 1 
| 1 f is not, there e, enough that you bo 3 „ 

duly and active; your induſtry muſt be e 
of that quality, and be directed on ſuck „ 
2 as may enable TY to act a wiſe 


RES 


ER | 
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on a Wells Gi an 1 2 Youth, 


"on — M. E uſeful part in life. From the f igno- 
— rance, or the contempt, of theſe truths, a 


great many paſs che ant of their he ore in 
uy” and vanity. 


{ 


Of thoſe. — are 1 8. in 2 1 * 


riches and independetice, . ſome are apt to 


place their confidence entirely in them. 
They ſuppoſe that theſe will ſupply the 
want of perſonal merit, will atone for their 
files and give them all the weight and 


importance in ſociety which they deſire. 


They not only neglect, but deſpiſe, the 
education neceſſary to improve their minds. 
Inſtead of preſerving alive, and cheriſhing, 
the ſparks of ambition natural to a young 


perſon, they extinguiſh them entirely within 


theirbreaſt. The pleaſures of the preſent hour 
engroſſing wholly t their attention, they never 


extend their views beyond! it, nor ponder 
the conſequences of their behaviour; and 


therefore they are at no pains 260; qualify — 


- themlelves for acting a W part in it. 


Von may indeed command, withour be- | 
0 adorned with any uſeful accompliſh- 


ments, that kind of reſpec which courtely | 


* " * 5 : * 0 
, { 1 + N * 
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On. a n al. and an Il. 2 Youth. 


faluted in places of public reſort, may fill 
the chief ſeats: at a feaſt, and may re- 


ceive from hirelings and expectants the 

| moſt. ſervile adulation. This is granted; 
but carry home to your boſom the morti- 

| fying conſideration, that not to your own 
proper ſelf, but to your title and wealth, 
all this outward deference is paid. He 


= values himſelf merely on this account, 


| s like the vain: bird in the fable, who 5 
; decked itſelf in beautiful. feathers not its T7 


own, and was therefore treated with ſcorn. 


Nobility of birth and great Tiches belong 5 
not to the man, but to the repreſentative 5 


; of a family, and the heir of a great eſtate. 
It is not in theſe that his glory i is placed. 


His intrinſic value is to be eſtimated from 
the improvement he makes of his powers 


and opportunities, from his virtuous 5 | 
and his "Capacity" of being uſeful. ' 92 PT” 


Of the fart more numerous W FW 3 5 
ceſs in the world depends upon themſelves, 
and whoſe ſituation, conſequently, calls ſo 

loud for judicious and ſpirited exertion, _ 

there are ſome ſo ineonſiderate, as to addict 
a. | „„ them 
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On 4 Walla 24. an Are nf Youth, 


SE ER Me. n to pleaſure, and neglect their 
. education. The conſequence is, they meet 


with ſhame and diſcouragement; and, not 
being able to provide for themſelves, be- 


come a cruel and vexatious W , all | | 
eee with hem. ES 


Others make choice of i improper feta 
of purſuit;. either ſuch. as, are unſuitable to 


their lation, or trifling in their nature. 
In the acquiſition of unproductive talents, 


they toil, drudge, and conſume their time, 


They are neither poſitively vicious, nor 
dothful. But they are active to no pur. 


poſe, and Spend their maney for that which 


is not bread, and their labour for that which 
ee, not. Their youth is ſpent in va - 


They arrive at the ſtate of manhood 
AiGalified for acting a part of any utility 


to themſelves, their friends, or the com- 
munity to which, they belong. The fruits 
of their miſapplied indyſiey” are II | 
and vexation of ſpirit. oo 


8 165 flattery 3 5 | 


4 3 attach themſelves to n. of 
fuperior rank and opulence, in orde 


; : * * . : 
k EE 
Sh. > ; 2 in 
wy » , 
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to riſe 7 


. 


in preſerving A 
together, is eaſily unlooſened 
ceeded with diſguſt, xf not with hatred and 

animoſity. He who confides i in the ſmiles 

of the great alone, who neglects. to fit and 
| accompliſh himſelf for making his way in 
life, and who has no reſources within him- 
ſelf, leans upon a reed which has profes 
: under thouſands and ten thouſands, . 


| On a all. ond an 1205 


their own merit and abilities. To what I 


fa! the 3 by their means, ad not by SE RM. 


— 


have already advanced upon this ſubject, 


gt allow me to add, that a connection formed 
. betwixt ſelfiſnneſs on the one hand, and | 
vice and weakneſs on the other, cannot be 
of long duration. It has in it the prinei- 
ples of diſſolution. Virtue, the only ſtable 
and permanent bond of union, has no ſhare 
je tie which binds it 
ed, and is ſuc- 


Some fix upon a plan that is 1 


ivity to carry it into 


Ihe and well-laid, and are not void 5 5 0 


: who. yet, from an inſtability a ke 1 85 
neſs of temper, change their mind, adopt 

other meaſures, and deſiſt, de Ns have 
"Ow" apt LOS! ſs 1 in it. 7 7 | 
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Oben laſt of all, take their aim FY ſo 
many attainments, and divert their labour 
and application into ſo many channels, that 
they are perfect in nothing. They may : 
acquire much ſuperficial / knowledge, and 


many ſhadowy talents. At a diſtance they 


appear like the clouds, i in brilliant colours 


and definable ſhapes; approach near to 
them, they are miſt and emptineſs. Un- 
table as" water, e ; children of OW EZ 
. neuer excel. oe up: 193 0 2 * 115 28 


22 


9 pon the wh ole, U e we infer, he; 2 
wiſe and Jud! icious choice, centered upon 


i : one object, togetlier with” Readineſs, cou-. 


rage, and perſeverance, in our endeavours : 
to gain poſſeſſion of it, are requiſite i in 


hole who would deſire to remember "their. 


that” the ne 
unremitting application to the improve- . 


Creator in the days of” their youth. 2 1 


From what has been fad, it is e 
fMity of a al dire sed and 


ment of our intellectual 50 wers, is ſuffici- 


ently apparent. Without this no uſeful = 


knowledge can be learned, and! no talents 


at vaſt ame 7 


for active life obtained. wy 


t 
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5 ERS been atchieved, and what mi ighty «© 
. works have been done by means of it, let 
zoſe. converſant in the hiſtory of great 
8 and illuſtrious perſons atteſt. Upon all 
of every age and condition, but chiefly on 

thoſe who are in the ſeaſon of youth, this 
1 neceſſity, if they are deſirous to act that . 
part and diſcharge thoſe duties which are 


5 Incumbent upon them, is obligat ry. 


1 therefore entreat you, my young bre⸗ 5 
7 fliren of this audience, to ponder and lay 
ructions delivered at pre- 


to heart the inſt 
ſent to you, on a point of the utmoſt con- 


ſequence to your honour, proſperity, and = 
- happineſs.” You are members of this learned = 
and reſpectable ſociety, . for the profeſſed 


n overcime; { itn conqueſts SER M. 
V. 


purpoſe of qualifying yourſelves for the | 


more liberal and important departments „ 
hfe. 'You are placed in a ſtate of particular 8 
trial and diſcipline. Education is a teſt of 

/ intellectual merit, and diſtinguiſhes the wiſs 
among you from the thoughtleſs and incon- 
fiderate; as religion, in an analogous Way, 


is 2  toychſtons 7 which moral excellence 


D d 1s . 


40 1 


o E 2 and an 1 22 Youb, 


8 2 1. is operd It affords: the noble oppor- 
unity for ſuch ſpirits as aſpire to glory 


and honour, to riſe above their fellows, 
and puts a mark of infamy on the ſloth- 
ful, the diſſipated, the unſtable, and thoſe 
who ſet at * the ren and e of | 
107 _ 


It ought, thine; to be your higheſt 5 
Ambition, and chief concern, to employ the 
days of your youth in the acquiſition of 


+ ſuch habits, and in. the improvement of 


thoſe powers, as will render you uſeful 
in the ſeveral ſtations. you are hereafter 

to oceupy in ſociety. So may your vir- 
tuous labours be crowned with ſucceſs; 5 
ſo may the fond hopes of your parents 
be gratified; ſo may your country be be- 
nefited by you, and your. Creator be re- 
membered. The time which is loſt in idle- 
neſs, or thrown away in uſeleſs activity, 
can never be redeemed. Each ſucceſſive 
period of your lives will have ſafficient 


cares and octupations of its own, without 


being incumbered with the ſevere taſk of 


e the errors of a miſpent youth. 


 Lifien 


dw a Well onda an 2 22 r 1 „ 
5 N then to the woice of Wi Zſdom, a $ 55 M.- 
turn you at her reproof : behold, ſhe will =p 
pour out her ſpirit upon you, and will make | 
known ber words unto you. But if you will 
' have none of her counſel, and deſpiſe all her 
 reproof ; ſhe alſo will laugh at your calamity, 
and will mock when your fear cometh. There= 
- fore ſhall you cat of the fruit of your own © 
way, and be filled with your own devices. 
For the turning away of the fimple ſhall lay 
them, and the proſperity of fools ſhall deftroy 
them. But whoſo hearkeneth unto her, ſhall 
dwell in. ſafety, and e be OG Rp 1 5 8 
. 77 evil * r. 
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 Eecurs, Xt. 9, 10. 


Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy. youth, and FA 
bby heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
= youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, 

and in the fight of thine eyes; but know 
thou, that for all theſe things, God will 
Bring thee into judgment. Therefore re- 
move ſorrow from thy heart, and put 


away evil from thy fleſh; for childhood 
and gouth are vanity. | 


X11. 1. Remember now thy Creator i in the * 15 
of thy youth, while the evil days come not, 
nor the years draw nigh, when rbou ſoalt 
a9, 1 have no . in them. 


8 — a. AvING chus 3 to demon- 
= 90 855 * ftrate, that induſtry is eſſential to the 


| perfetion os the Pers that belong to the 
* under- 5 


"as a mu- as an 2 Youth. 
: underſtanding, let us proceed, in the next SERM. 


place, to point out the neceſſity of culti- 


vating our moral e . in * 
* of our Jouth. : 


Something upon this head has FER an- 
Adpited in the former diſcourſe. The 
improvement of our intellectual powers is 


1 neceſſarily attended with a certain degree 


405 


XVI. I 


of virtuous exertion, with a certain degree 


of prudence, reſolution, and perſeverance ; 
whereas the neglect of them is accompanied 


with vice, or, to ſpeak more properly, is 
wickedneſs itſelf. The flothful and un- 
profitable ſervant, who went and hid hit 
talent in the earth, had it taken from him 


by his maſter, and Was caft into outer dark» 


neſs, where there was e and ali. 


ng of feeth *. 


| This being Mes: it dike; not ps 
as a conſequence 1 it, chat an intelligent 


head is always united with virtuous diſpo- 
5 ſitions, and a good heart. They are too 


often disj oined; and in that caſe, the more 
a man N and the greater 25 abilities 


5 Matt. xxv. 480. 


4% 
8 E = 


5 happy, is "enlarged | in proportion to 1 

| In order, then, to 
follow the advice of Solomon in the text, 
we muſt. pay the fame, if not much higher; 


_— 


On a ell. and an 2 Youth. 


are, the worſe. he is in himſelf, . and. the 
more dangerous: to. ſociety. The power 
of doing miſchief, as well as of doing 
| . and - therefore the capacity of 5 


„ + 


ſphere of our activity. 


2 


5 attention, to the culture of our moral, as to 


that of our intellectual faculties. 1 8 


God bath not only conferred upon us a 


ae , but likewiſe a moral nature; fo 
that, independent of all political wnftitis 
tions, and of every revelation. he has been 

graciouſly pleaſed to give of his will, 
we are a law unto ourſelves. At a very 
5 early period of our exiſtence, a ſenſe of 
duty is felt, and the outlines of virtue are 
i diſcerned by us. But theſe moral percep- | 


tions, like the other parts of our conſtitu- 


tion, have their infantine ſtate. | They are 


feeble at firſt, gather ſtrength from their 


8 


A 


being properly exerciſed, and arrive at A - 
3 Fenaler wh ect of e by the con- 
| ng ned 


- 


8 „ Wells and an Ut ſins mb. 


1 i bass performance of thoſe aftions to 


| which: they: incite us. 


| 0F | 


SERM. 


The mere knowledge of our duty, and 5 


we feeling of right ſentiments, do not 
therefore conſtitute what is called virtue, : 
or obedience to God; neither do they 


= infer. any merit. They are diſtinctive of, 
and eſſential to, our kind. God hath in- 


ſcrribed upon che tables of our heart, what 


he willeth us to do, and what to forbear. 
| He hath given us the capacity of | perceiv- 
ing intuitively the diſtinction betwixt right 


and wrong, and, at the ſame time, of feel - 
ing the obligations ariſing from it, to con- 


"_ our. bebayiour to his holy will. 


But "neither is this feeling, nor the ache 
of doing our duty, without the actual per- 


| formance of it, meritorious. The percep- 


tion of what is virtuous and incumbent 


1 upon us to act, is always attended, till habits 


in vice haye become inyeterate, with this 
| deſire.” No man loves fin at firſt; for its 


cn fake. We would all with to be Juſt 


and humane, and to gain our purpoſe by 
-— ls rather than by boagureble. means 5 


Dd 4 But 


3 
iy 3 


— 2 o 
a9. rs We» LA > —— 


3 5 KM, But. in what: adde 4 this 3 of 
— ſuch a wiſh, if riches, ambition, or the | 


love of guilty pleaſures, can induce us to 
be cryel and inſincere? That we admire 
what is holy and generous, and deſpiſe 
L every thing mean and ſelfiſh, 1s the gift 
of our Creator. Theſe are original ſenti⸗ 
ments, common to the whole of our 
ſpecies. They are felt by the good and 
the bad, by Jews, Gentiles, and Chriſtians, 
They are therefore no proof of perſonal | 
5 merit, except when they appear, which i 18 
"their final cauſe, - in the tenor of our lives 


8 and converſation. ws 


For the fame. 3 FI Is of elk 
diſapprobation : and remorſe, that ſucceed a 
N guilty action, are of no value, except they. 
are inſtrumental in preventing us from 
committing the like again. They are not ; 


| reſtricted to individuals, but affect all 


mankind. They are the penalty of a 
broken law, inflicted upon us, by means of . 
our own wonderouy, frame, If, however, 
3 notwithſtanding t the : ſhame at nd grief 1 

= them, we. continue to repeat the like, 
or. fall i into other. fins, our conduct is diſ- 
. e e 


pleaſing t: to God. wobl g no reforma- 8 1 Joo 


tion in our manners, they are only a 
mockery of his authority. Inſtead of being 
of any ſpiritual benefit to us, they operate 


in a contrary direction. They weaken our 


moral ſenſibilities, blunt them more and 
more, till at laſt conſcience, ſeared, as it 
were, with a 8805 e e 585 wage o 
ne | 


we +44 6a v 74 FIG 


© — * ak 
x” 


3 Tus we e that Fi che per- 


KIM, of our duty, neither the inclination 
to perform it, nor repentance without 
amendment, are in the leaſt meritorious. 
The remembrance of our Creator conſiſteth 
not in ſuch, except when they produce 
their proper fruits, and appear in thoſe 
dds which they ought to occaſion, The 
repetition of theſe acts forms habits, and 
fixed and regular habiits i in chem oa 
o virtnoue character. 


We are to an the FAY Wes appe- 
tites, affections, and various principles of - 
acklon, as the talents beftowed upon us by 
God,' of which an account is to be de- 
: manded at the lalt dale, He gave 


W 
* 


us, 
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go - . a nul. and an Hiſpent Youth, 


8 * KM. us, nk example, brotherly love, i in order 
— to render us ſocial, friendly, and compaſ- 
ſionate. He gave us the deſire of glory 
and renown, that we might ſurmount the 
difficulties to which we are expoſed in this 
probationary ſtate. He inſpired us with a 
regard to truth and honour, and with an 
avverſion at falſehood, that we might be 
ſincere and upright. He furniſhed us wit 
/ thoſe ſentiments which conſtitute the love 
ok God, that, we Mg 1 kad a 18 of BAT 
and holineſs, - ER, 


But it is not the man . ts plty = 
' the ſufferings of another, and "who, baving 
it in his power, gives him no aſſiſtance, b 
but he who, in like cireumſtances, contri- 
butes to his relief, that is the compaſſionate 
perſon. It is not the man who, in times 
of peace and tranquillity, ſpeaks loudly of 
courage, but he Who bravely encounters 
danger, and ſtrives to overcome it, that is 
the hero. It is not the man who exhibit- 
eth fine pictures of truth, and even per- 
ceives their beauty, but he who ſcorns to 
tell a lie e ANF. e whatever, 
8 e n | 


— 


1 —_ 
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On 4 Well: ad an I. "ſpent Youth. 


what! is bleſſed with the lip void of guile. SE 8 * 


It is not the noiſy, the oſtentatious, the 
85 profeſſing hypocrite, [but he who. makes 
it as his meat and drink: to do the will of 
' God, that is his PO: 0 devout wor- 
ee | 


\ Ini ſhort, no feelings, 3 good, 5 5 


remain unexerciſed, no love of virtue that 
does not influence practice, n refinement 
in morals and religion without works, are 


of any avail in forming that character 


which is to act a worthy part in this world, 
and to inherit life everlaſting in the world 
to come. The reaſoning of St. James 
againſt ſpeculative faith, may be urged 
with equal juſtice againſt unproductixe ſen- 
timent; or, if we may be allowed to ule 


: 8 expreſſions, againſt e and 8 


Ez lative feeling. 


. What doth it 1 15 „ 772 
a nan ſay he hath a_ſenſe of. his duty, and 
have not works ?: Can that ſenſe of duty ſaue 
bim? V 4 brother” or fifter be naked, and 
_ aeffitute of daily food ; and one of 12 
= ry. unto them, Depart in peace; be yo 


wormed N filed; N Je 25 
them. 


"W— 
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o 4 Well ia an When v Youth, 


" E R 57 them not theſe things which are needful 


to the body, what doth it profit Even ſo, 
the perception and defire of doing our duty, | 


if it bath not works, is dead; being alone. 
Tea, a nan may ſay, T hou haſt this. ſenſe, 
and ¶ have works ; ſhew me thy knowledge 
and ſenſe of duty without thy works, and I 
will ſhew thee my ſenſe Fit, by my works. 
But know, O yam man, that as the bo 


Jy 


without the ſpirit, is: dead, ſo all Kennen. 


; moral and religious, all paſſive wiſhes, de- de 
fires, and love 77 eg en eee 


e 2 5 
Ne would. appear, then, FOND a argu- 


| ment, that there is no leſs demand for care 


and activity, i in the cultivation of our 'moral, 


| than of our intellectual, abilities. We may | 


ſay more, As the practice of virtue is far 
more difficult than the exerciſe of any art, 


trade, or profeſſion whatever ; fo higher 


_ exertions of mind are neceſſary to form in 
us virtuous habits, than to acquire talents 
for buſineſs. What from the force and 
irregularity of the paſſions and appetites, 


Via MON. the contagion: of- bad —_ 


„ Jam, i i. 1416, 2 
and 4 


| Ona Well and an 12 ſhone Youths 
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an "what: from the principles. of wicked- 8 2 K 4 
neſs too prevalent in the world, thoſe who. I, 


e 


all their might. They have occaſion. for 
prudence, which founds her edifice on a 
rock; for foreſight, that weighs in the 
balance of futurity the value and import- 
ance of human action; for watchfulneſs, 
that never ſleeps; for courage, that fears 


no danger in a good cauſe; and for con- 


ſtancy and mow 2 8 will defend that 


_ cauſe to the end. 


There are times, e BE we are 
ealled to the diſcharge of the duties which 


belong to our ſeveral ſtations in life; and 
there are hours, days, and ſeaſons of reſt 


from eme But there is no p pauſe i in the 
5 religious courſe. In the cloſet and in the 
field; in amuſement and buſineſs; | in 
filence, in ſpeech, and in action, there 1 is. 


conſtant need for guarding againſt tempta- 


tion, and for doing good. Independence 

and old age emaneipate from the fatigue. 

of mental exertion, and from the bondage 
of corporeal labour. But every period of 


. our eee and particularly the ineſ= 


"2, . „„ + TN 
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8 1 timable ſeaſon of youth, requires the exer- 


ciſe, the continued and uninterrupted ex- 
erciſe, of all the virtues and graces of the 
ſpirit. It is then the foundations of what 


is excellent in character are laid, or thoſe 
bad habits are contracted, which prove 
the cauſe, time and accident excepted, of . 
tie worſt diſappointments, diſgraces, and 
f miſeries, that we Ree" meet With 


in life. 1 „ 


A : 


To enumerate * duties peculiarly i in- 
cumbent upon youth to obſerve, and to 
point out the habits which they ought to 


form, and thoſe they ought to avoid, were 
to enter upon a field too extenſive to be 


comprehended Within the bounds of this 


diſcourſe. It would have been proper to 
| have explained unto you, the obligations of 
filial piety, the importance of truth, the 
beauty of modeſty. and of gentleneſs, the 


felicity of meekneſs and of preſerving in 


due ſubordination the reſentful paſſions, 


the bleſſing of mercy, and the ſweets of 


_ affection and friendſhip. But I muſt reſt 
ſatisfied at preſent with having ſhown, that 
moral worth is placed in achion, and not in 
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hs mere perception of: our duty, aud the 5 A 
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paſſive ſenſe of our obligation to perform i it. 


They who remember their Creator in the 


days .of their youth, are ſuch as Beep bis | 


commandments; ſuch as not only know, 
but delight in doing his pleaſure ; whosare. 
influenced with a. practical regard for reli- 
gion, and behave as becomes thoſe who 


are to be os to him for Athy "OO. 


- done i in the body. 


Allow me only to dies, that without 
_ decility, you have no reaſon to expect that 


the trouble and expence beſtowed upon your 


education will be crowned with ſucceſs. 
If you are already too wiſe to be inſtruct- 


1 ed, and too ſelf-ſufficient and conceited to 
| liſten to the voice of wiſdom, and the im- 


portant admonitions of your teachers, you 
muſt remain in ignorance, and walk in the 
ways of your own heart, and in the ſight 
of your own eyes. A preſumptuous and 
untractable diſpoſition is not fitted to re- 
ceive inſtruction. It is the ſtony and tub. 


born ſoil, on which good ſeed being he 


is entirely loſt, never producing fruit. 


But 


1 


* 


— 
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SER 1. Bar docility, Wich is l t 
low every character, imparts meer grace and 


comelineſs to youth. It is ſuitable to the 
inexperience of that age. It is allied to 
gentleneſs and modeſty, and is e 


of a temper deſirous to excel. When con- 
necſted, as it uſually is, with diligence and 
application, it gives every advantage to 


him who is eager to acquire reputation, 
and to derive benefit from the profeſſion 
in which he is engaged. The youth who 


| lendeth a ready .and patient ear to inſtrue- 
tion, will become. wiſer and better every 


day; will be confirmed in what is. right, 


and reclaimed. from what is faulty and 
erroneous. His time is employed i in trea- 
ſuriug up knowledge, in learning proper | 
rules of life and manners, and preparing 
himſelf to act a vittuous aud. uſeful. part in : 
the world. np 5 


i ſhall onntite* my os on a "2 


"eat e ths eden, tha; Herr 6 
your ſtudying to obtain poſſeſſion of active 
and righteous talents, it ought to be your | 


_chief care, to beware: of Me habits | 


1 
43% 


tn . end e l Yen 
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| which are bad. 118 even of the ateioſk con- 95 ER 
ſequence that you be never puilty of any one _* 
mean and diſhonourable deed. This will ” 
leave fo foul a ſtain upon your character, 
as is ſeldom. to be 'waſkied away by length 
5 of t „ or expiated by repentance. The 
man 5 has à good reputation to main- 
tain, feels, | in his ſenſe of honour, a very 
powerful motive to behave agreeably to the 
public expectations and his owh. He who, | 
has jultiy forfeited the eſteem of others, 
and who is conſcious. to himſelf that be is a 


5 a is generally loſt for ever. 


| and fade 2 79 979 
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A” Vicious principles, when & once permitted F 
ey a place in our heart, ſtrike deep 
5 5 root, ſoon become rank and ſtrong, and 1 
cannot be eradicated without. the greateſt. 
1] difficulty. / But the virtues are of a delicate. | 
nature; they require a kindly and uniform 
cultivation; ; and when they ſuffer violence 
in the beginning of « our days, Teldom re- 
new their honours,” but ES bg, - 


* * 
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wileries Non from a youth det in 


He, who has 3 Fa IANS of 155 


5 his days to the acquiſition of ſound know- 


ledge and valuable talents, and to the pur- 


poſes of ſelf-government and virtue, enters 
upon the ſtage of life, and into the ſtate of 


manhood, with every reaſonable proſpect 


of ſucceſs. His firſt impreſſions, and thoſe 
generally are of all others the moſt ſtrong. 


and laſting, are good. His conduct, as far 


as he has advanced in life, has been wile; 
and his manners irreproachable. He hath 


; paſſed through the moſt difficult and trying 


period of our preſent exiſtence with applauſe. 


He hath laid afide every weight, and begun 


his courſe with prudence, alacrity, and reſo- 
lation. He hath. not the ſorrowful and 
difficult taſk of retrieving the errors of; an 
il: ſpent youth | to undertake. He has no 

wicked habits to undo, and no time waſted 5 
in folly to ranſom. The future has nothing 


to occupy. it, but its own proper cares and 
buſineſs. All the duties of youth were. . 
: 58 5 in _ _ wage my ing 
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uny load or incumbrance ; the 2 that 
" oo to come. FS nt Ra | 


He hath e hls chan to mg 
row an eaſtern alluſion, he hath carefully * 
fenced It round, and walled it in. Fe: 
"dak rooted out each weed and cumberſome 
tree, and ſtored it with choice vines. The 
labour of the ſpring has been employed to 
the beſt advantage; the ſummer ſhines pro- 
pitious: every thing 3 a rich my 
ee inereaſe f in autumn. 


Not ſo is the garden of chin. a 
which Solomon thus deſcribes: 7 went. by © 
- the field of the flothful, and by the vineyard 
of the man woid of underſtanding ; and lo, 
it was all grown over. with thorns, and 
nettles had covered. the face thereof, aud the 
one- wall thereof was broken down. 7. ben 
1 ſaw, and confi dered it well : 1 looked upon 
"Me and received. inftrudion. | Te 7 litile 
ſleep, a little Humber, a little folding of the 
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hands to ſleep: ſo ſhall thy poverty come, as | 


one b that e b; 1 5 wont as an 
: „ Prov, xiv. 3044+ | 


: * AA 
A 
2 * WA» 
; * ot 6 4 
ao ? 3 q 9 ; 
. THE 1 0 
„e 2 4 : * : by + 4 
: ö 1 ; 
b g ; a p 286 
* , . 
4 


1 SBRM. | 


02 4 Well: 45 an 2 hen. Youths 


To be more particular: 1. He that comes 5 
into action maſter of his diſcipline, and 
full of ardour, enj oys the approbation or - 
| his own mind. Pleaſant and comfortable 
are the reflections Which ariſe within him 
on reviewing his paſt behaviour. He 
grows pale at the mention of no fault; 
he fears no evil; his conſcience, void of 
offence towards God and man and himſelf, 
upbraideth him not. His proſpects into 
futurity are bright and encouraging. The 
ſenſe that he has acquitted himſelf with 
honour and. fidelity hitherto, inſpires him 


with the promiſing Rope of ſucceſs in his ; 


undertakings, and . W with n on : 
e 


How different From theſe are ie views 
ie feelings of the perfon | who. has ſpent 
his youth, 1 in idleneſs and vice; eſpecially | 


* he occupies a ſtation dependent on his 
own good conduct and perſonal. qualifica- SY 


tions, for all the proſperity he is to expect 


im the world: he is grieved for the worth= 
leſs and inſignificant part he has ated, and 
bitterly laments the time which he has irre- 
| a Go loſt. He ny W . by -- 

5 9 1 5 | COAL: "Ss | ” 
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thoſe, with whom he ought: to have been SERM. 
upon a level in talents 2 NC capacity, and Bog nt . 


| knows: he is unfit to diſcharge the duties 


be is now called upon to perform. This 


7 diſgraceful inability ſhocks, and mortifies 

him. He goes into life, like a coward 
un rilled in the uſe of arms to battle. He 
foreſees certain diſhonour and diſcomfiture 
before him. Theſe painful ſentiments 


render ſome of this deſcription deſperate, 


1 8 gacy and wickedneſs; till they are entirely 


and drive them into the exceſſes of profli- 


ruined. They make others of them have 

recourſe to mean occupations and illiberal 
arts for bread, or ſubject them to the mi- 

5; ſerable drudgery of attempting the work at 
noon, Which ought to have been finiſhed 

5 in the morning. 1 oy ; | 


2 of 3 5 * . 


1 The 0 ak divine e are 
G conſtituted, that, in general, idleneſs - £3; 
and vice meet with diſcouragement, whereas . 
diligence and virtue are ;femrardeds eis Bf 
. Tinto: of things, C „ 


. IF a man be 5 Jene "hp ul 8 POR 
2 talents, or be ſo ens and regs that he 
5 Ay 3 „ vill 


— 


enge ci 0 
quence is, that if he be dependent, he muſt 
either fall into poverty, or uni 55 ihe . 

fuggiſh drone, on the induſtry and wealt 

of others. As his youth Was Tint 400 vas 
apy ſo ee 8 is alife of ſhame 
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will not exereiſe them, he i is not fit to be 


employed in active and im 


ſtation. His e and relations - | y 
perhaps endeayour to advance him; and 
are accordingly. the firſt -who ſuffer troub 


from his ignorance and: incapacity. But 
the reſt of mankind, inſtead of ſhewing 
-countenance, avoid having any buſi- 
| * wich him. A 


8 af Fe} 4 I % X Labels 1 N 
* g . ; 
5 . 


44" wal 4.3 


_ yet puts them t to a had uſe, be 565 * 
leſs reaſon to expect to thrive in the world. 


The flethful may ſometimes be pitied, but 
eh ad care combined againſt the deceitful - 
| K Ajuſt. It is true, that by deep-laid 


plans of guile, by courting the fayour of 


the great, either as miniſters of their op 


ſion or their debauchs ery, by holy pretexts - 
| and Phariſaic aft * and by other infamous 
. 9 


— * 
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0 dearly are they purchaſed at the price of 
their honour, their conſcience, the peace 
of their ming, and the favour of God. For 


the moſt part, however, the attempts made | 


| to arrive at independence by villany and 


| dilgraceful compliances prove abortive. - 
Were we to examine the black catalogue | 

5 of human | vices and follies, and to trace 
1 out. "their. natural and reſpeccive conſe- 
; Jences, wwe 'thould find that to each of 


them ſome puniſhment or- another; is ap- 
: propriatd; chat where this does not hap- 
pen, the caſes are mere exceptions to a 
13 general law; ; and, upon the whole, that 


£0 God brings i into preſent Judgment, thoſe who, 


py in the da ays of | their e dul in 1771 wa oye 
1% of f their heart.” 3 | 


EE Ferns ogy 3 to 
* 


An the event of things. P. 
.- nobleſt. zecommendation. a young per- 
ſion can carty ou f 


with him into the world. 


. am, and be diſap Dointed in his ex- 
ee e, God be ER atified with 
: 55 F ! 8 8 Ez E * e 8 
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ut ſuch as vale 1 8 9 85 95 
. 0 they ought, are very ſeldom unfortunate 
Perſonal merit is 


he ſycophant ag en the favour. of | 
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„ Which he is promoted. Fortune may. be- 
ſtow her favours on the bad, and 1 may Taiſe 
from the dunghill the wreteh void of all 
Worth; büt ſterling, abilities, 1 in virtue and | 
in action, bid faireſt for ſuccels i in all <cir- 
cumſtances and ſituations. ; We with to. be ; 
ſer ved by the beſt tradeſman in his profeſſion, 
to deal with the honeſt merchant, to adviſe 
with the juſt counſellor, and ſkilful phy- h 
ſician, and, if we have. occaſion for! it, to . 
"truſt the management. of our affairs i in the 
- hands of à man of probity and good ſenſe. 
We ove to confer honour upon the wiſe, 
to aſſiſt the labours of the diligent, and 
to advance. the intereſt, of - the virtuous. 
Merit may be born down by envy, it may 
languiſh in the ſhade under which modeſty 
hath placed it, and may meet with ufifor- 
tunate times and chances, Still, however, I 


it is intrinſically excellent; lays open the 
moſt certain and honourable way to prefer- 
ment, is liable to fewer accidents of diſap- : 
-pointment, and hath beſides uch ſources : 
of inward ” ſupport and relief, of inde- : 
Fehde * and os. wh that we cannot 
. ff 
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5 ir ve, With too much ardour and em + 
| vob," to obtain it. . 


When we compare two men ann 
the one adorned with every accompliſh- 
ment a well-ſpent youth can beſtow, , of 
good diſpoſitions, of virtuous principles, 
of patient induſtry; the other ſlothful and 
profligate, his underſtanding neglected, his 
paſſions unſubdued, his habits vicious; can 
we heſitate one moment in deciding, which 
of them has the greateſt probability of 
meeting with honour, ſucceſs, and felicity, 
in this world? Without taking the future 
ſtate of being into the account, the words 
of Iſalah apply to the preſent conſtitution 
of things : : Say ye to the righteous, that it 
* ſhall be bell with him; for they ſhall eat 
" Fruit of their doings : Wo unto the wicked, 

= ſhall be ill with bim; for the reward „ 


bit bands., | hall be {pg him * Wy T 


8 NOTES 


153. As youth, ctilideted:i in - e to 5 


| ere „ is a Probationary ſtate, ſo the 


whole of life, conſidered in relation to 
furgrity, i is Gi be viewed i in a chat FR im- 
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in general to favour virtue, and to diſ- 


courage wickedneſs. The exceptions, how- 
ever, to this appointment, are numerous 


and ſtriking; 1 acquaintance With the 


| world, and the obſervation of paſt ages, 8 


can fally atteſt. Mar me, ſaid Job, in his 
reply to Zophar the N aamathite, nat, me, 


and be gftoniſhed,. and la 2y your ha ud upon 


jour mouth. Even when [ remember, T7 am 


afraid, and trembling taketh. bold . en my 


| Aeſb. N W, berefore do the wicked. live, become 5 
old, yea, are mighty 3 in power &. *, Solomon 


obſerved, There is 4 juſt man that feriſheth 
in his righteouſneſs ; 5 and there i is @ wicked 


man that prolong eth bis liſe in bis. wicked- 
net, He. adds, in the fame Admirable 
treatiſe on the unſatisfaory. nature and 
uncertainty of all ſublunary enjoyments : | 


EL returned, and 7 ſaw under the ſun, that the 


race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle td the 


| Prong; neither yet Bread to #he- uſe," nor get 
Roles! 4% men "1 


ana ee nor get. 1 
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bat pencth to them all *, i dd Ls 


7 © Tix order to provide a -roconipeniſe "op 
Y thoſe” who ſuffer 'by ſuch contingencies, 


1 and to bring the affairs of the univerſe to a 155 


| juſt” and retributory balance, God hath 
appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world with righteouſneſs +. The downfal 

of the wicked ſhall then take place, and 
they, whoſe: merit has been neglected and 
| deſpiſed, and wheſe diſtreſſes have been 
occaſioned by their adherence to a good 
cauſe, will Kit. up their head in triumph "Mp 


5 


vou to men SE, 1 but time and chance $ JETS 


joe oh a. a ez 1 655 ogether. __ 


the wheat and the tares grow in the ſame 
field, ſhall then be ſeparated from one ano- 
ttther for ever. The pure will be gathered 
from the impure, the true from falſe, the 

_ wiſe. from fools, the cecupier of his talents 
from him who abuſed them, and the 
children of God from the ſervants of his 
ware The one ſhall be put in poſſeſ- 


#11 ae pref ared for them from 


© ell. ir. 1 Ai. 15. 
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8 SER? R M. the foundation of the world *. 5 the other, 


together with death and bell ſhall be. caft 
into the. lake of fire +: This, which, in the 
language of ſcripture, i is called, the ſecond | 
death, is the laſt, the irrevocable, judgment, 5 
into which God will bring all fuch as walk 
in the Ways of their hearts,” and in the i gt 


of i their eyes; and do not remember Hin, ang . 
2 ets in Ber Patuter, „ 


Ahe Crigian motive to holineſ, 18 | has | 


£ took the conſideration of the rewards and 
puniſhments, prepared for obedience, and 


diſobedienee, to the commandments of God. 


Our Saviour .conftantly appealed - to, and 5 
reaſoned from, it. He did not teach, that 


virtue was its own reward; that a good 


man could not be miſerable in any poſſible 
ſituation, and that he ought to ſeek for 
no higher recompenſe, than the happineſs 
ariſing from his ] conſcious approbation. In 
To the pride of philoſophy, and the folly 5 
of the ſchools, he left the defence of doc 


trines ſo unſuitable to the inſirmity of 


D human nature. Iv on the n 5 


F 1 "age, 
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taught, that virtue was often its own. pu- 8 1 Tn 


niſhment, that the righteous were to meet 


with ſorrows and tribulation, and that 1 


$f bypoerites verily had a preſent reward. 


He acted on theſe NG and realiſed X 
: in practice the pure and ſublime leſſons of 
morality, which he delivered to his fol- 


lowers. For the joy that was fet before 


1 zim, e "endured the croſs, deſpiſing the . 
ſhame, and is 2 down at the right hand $ 


of the throne of God. He invites us 


to imitate his example, to PT RY his rules 
of conduct, and to overcome as he over= g 
came, that we may participate with him | 
the celeſtial honours he acquired, in virtue 2 


of his 9 over the powers of dark. 5 


U 
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„ ſurely, can be ſo animating 4 
motive to the diſcharge of our duty, as the 


- promiſe of glory and immortality con- : 


- ferred upon ſuch terms as theſe. Ad- 
| miſſion into the ſociety. of the bleſſed i is not 
80 MG obtained; by 2 en en 85 
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of -our judge, by any reſpect of perſons, 
or by any pre-eminence of blood, rank, 
wealth, and the Tike- vain aftinQions of 
mortals. "Theſe are all levelled, or abo⸗ 
liſhed by death. By character we are 


to ſtand or fall. Perſonal worth and ex 7 
: cellence, as they conferred the kingdom of 


heaven upon our elder brother, will, by the 


grace and -mercy of God through him, 


confer it likewiſe on all his eee th . 


5 ful diſciples. 7 VVV 9 


8 


III. 1 mall, laſt of al, illuſtrate the argu- | 


* ment uſed by Solomon in the text, for 


early piety: Remember now thy Creator, in 


1 the days of thy youth, wwhile the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, when 


periods of their lives, indulge themſelves in“ 
folly and fin, with the profeſſed i intention 
of fra aligrwards a better part. Yet a 
little ſleep, yet a little lumber; yet a little 
: 8 888 a little * a tle honour bought 


" thou ſhalt ſay, ¶ have no Pleaſure in them. ; 
| This I ſhall do | in a few words, . 


* 


Many in t their youth, and even in jaw 
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imagine, that it is in their power to pro- 
 teed a certain length in theſe forbidden 


© paths, and for a given time and no more, 
and that they can ſtop when they pleaſe. 4 


This is a moſt dangerous, and often an 


irretrievable miſtake, in the conduct of life. 


Le wio forſakes tlie ſervice of his God, 
and allows himſelf to be ſeduced for a ſea- 
OS: and that, too, the 'moſt important of 


all ſeaſons, into the flavery of fin, has fel- 


dom the reſolution to emancipate himſelf | 

„ | a8 
be offers up his firſt fruits to Satan, and 
waſtes his youth 3 in the- gratification of his 
ſenſual appetites, ſo he is diſpoſed to con- 


afterwards from 1 its fame > and miſery 


_ tinue in the faine ſinful courſe of behaviour, 
while. his cireumſtances permit, and his 


bealth and ſpirits are good. Beſides ac- 


Fer a taſte for unlawful enjoyments 


that is conſtantly on the increaſe, he be- 


comes regardleſs of religion, and loſes all 
lik for that firm and unremitting ex- 
ertion, without which we cannot excel. 


1 u in che e of 


V „ e 


at 


On "4 Wells and an 1 pen Ton 


time, and from the experience of We be 
4 „ ſeries of vice, become ſenſible of his errors, 
the force of bis evil habits would either ſo 


Ba far embitter the comfort. expected from 8 . 


| his repentance, as to drive him back to 


the ſinful ways of his heart, or make him . 
have recourſe to the Phariſaic expedients | 
of ſtudying to pleaſe God, while he lived. 
in the habitual Wee of his command= 


ments. ee ee 


| "vhs 4 age wy a man, Jock of MO 
and accuſtomed io do evil, is ſurely the 


moſt unfortunate period of his exiſtence, 


for attempting the work of reformation. 
This, which is ever a hard undertaking, is 
attended with tenfold difficulties in that 
cold and dreary evening of his days, when, 
full of trouble and infirmities, he may lay, 
T have no pleaſure in them: It requires all 
the courage ariſing from the conſciouſneſs 
of virtue, and the hopes of religion, to fup= 
port a man in the yigour of his mental 
faculties with propriety, ſhould diſeaſe make 
its attack upon him, and the duſt be return- 
x ing to the earth as' it was. But the old, 
3 C u 


o, 4 N = and a an Ahe, Youth. 


5 a e u- traded, worn- out ſinher, who en- 8 
| deavours to correct and alter his manners, 
undertakes the taſk of changing the ſpots 


of the leopard, and waſhing the Ethiopian 
white. __ His wicked habits have been of ſo 


long a continuance, and are ſo deeply im- 


planted in his nature; and, at the ſame time, 


his powers of ſelf-government are ſo entirely | 


: weakened, that he cannot root out the 


dne, or re-invigorate the other. If he be : 
| prevented, by the waſte of his eſtate, or by - 


| the infirmities of his body, from proceed= 


ing in his ordinary career of vice, this in- 


capacity to do evil no more deſerves the 


name of repentance, than the confinement {> 


of a criminal in a dungeon: In both caſes 
it ariſes from abſolute neceſſity, and not 


from the choice of a heart broken and con- 


trite from the ſenſe of its ſin, and, defirous 


to return to its duty. K inf vices be of 


| ſuch a kind, that he may continue in the . 


commiſſion of them even in old age, ſuch 


a8 lying, deceiving, evil- -ſpeaking, avarice, 


and the like, he will never ſo much as think 


of mending his manners. His conſcience 
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8 E R 1. Gi ceaſed to remonſtrate, he will 

— reſt ſatisfied with his Tecond, which has 
now become more wege and e 
to him than his firſt, nature. e 


8 en is the Power of evil habit, 
5 and of ſelf-deceit, in impoſing upon us, 
that the wicked uſually fall upon ſome. 
means or another to quiet their minds, and 
to reconcile themſelves unto their bad be- 
haviour. 7. Bey ſend forth. their little ones 
like a flock, and their children dance. They 
take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at the 
| Jound of the organ. They ſpend their days 
in wealth, and in a moment go down to the 
grave. Therefore they ſay unto God, De- 
part from us; for we de fire not the know- 
 keage of thy ways. What is the Almighty, 
5 | that we ſhould ſerve him? and what profit 
= | FO we , if we pray unto him of 4 
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Mense, from theſe and 1 1 the 
moſt part of ſinners die as they have lived. 
TONY are either fearleſs of the OI 


* Joby xxi. 1 = 


. 
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of . 
8 oY 


Ora . and an ligen, Ben 


5 ot kilobeylag God; or are incapable of. re- 
forming their e er and OE + 
= a life of holineſs. | * ou] 


1 conclude the Gitte id iq ad- 


_ 7 
65 ph. 5 


5 mirable advice es o ee 91 the fon | 


| of Sirach. 


"Mp Ae Neben infroion #200 4, vid h 


bee N fal thee find or/don till thine old. 


* 


age, Come unto ber at one. that ploweth. 
end ſowcth, and wait for ber. good fails; 


' for thou ſhalt not toil mich in dabouring 


about ber, but thou ſhalt eat of her "fruits. 


right ſoon. She is very, unpleaſant to the 


unlearned : he that is without underfiand= 


ing, will not remain with her. She will 


lie upon him as a mighty flone of trial, and 


he will caft ber from him ere it be long. For 


Wiſdom is according 2 180 name, and ſhe ts 
not man! ifeſt unto many. 


* 'y . if thou wilt, thou galt Be raught; 
and if thou wilt apply thy mind, thou ſhalt 


4 b F pro dent. 5 1 love to Os thou halt , 
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456 - he 2 Well and an . Pont Youth, 


8 LE R M. receive water. ; aad if thou bow: thine . 
dar, thou ſhalt be wiſe. - Stand in the mul- 
mitude of the elders, and cleave unto him that 
ic wiſe. Be willing to hear every godly diſ- 
courſe, and let not the parables of under- 
Randing eſcape thee. And if thou feet. a 
man of underſtanding, get thee betimes unto 
bim, and let thy foot wear the ſteps of his 
doors. Let thy mind be upon the ordi- © 
nances of the Lord, and meditate continually 
in bis commandments : He ſhall eftabliſh 
 thme heart, and give thee 201 e at ee 
 6w0n de , e eee 1 
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| L. 47 J 90 
- 0s aevi, | 
Conſidered ; as a Plan going on progrefively 
1 — to eee 
- W before the -Proviecia wink of e 4 
.  Tivioidale, in the Church, of Kelſo, on e, 
Ard, 7s. 4790] „„ TO 
„ evi. * ; 


Who \ can utter the mighty act of the Lord „ 
15 wo; can JShew forth all bis wan” 


BY W to the FO primary attri- 8 E : * 
butes of God, we are enabled to form : 
' ſome idea of the nature and operations of 
Providence. The power which at firſt ere- 


ated the world, ſtill upholds it. The dm 


which contrived all things, {till ſuperintends 


and directs them, according to the pur- 
poſes of his will. The . which 
„ N N 


* 
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On Providence, confidered as a Plan | 

prompted him to form infinite orders of 
beings, is continually exerted in providing E 
for their happineſs, ſuitably to their re- 
ſpective capacities. of enjoying it. The 
providence of God is e powerful 5 
1 iſe, and Cad. 


Though God h dee created all 
ts; in a ſtate of perfection at once, he 


was pleaſed to adopt a different method. 


4 


He made them in ſuch a manner, and 
placed them in ſuch a ſituation, as that 
they ſhould advance to their perfection by 
degrees, according - to their kinds, This 
gives another eſſential character to the plans 


5 Providence, that they are progreſſive. + 


It! is propoſed, in the following diſcourſe ; 5 
firſt, to make ſome obſervations on the 
nature of providence, conſidered as going 
on progreſſively to perfeftton : ſecondly, to 
make ſome inferences from it, viewed in 
chat 1 W and important licht. | 


In the firſt place, I am to make 8 
obſervations on the nature of Providence, 


5 conſidered as ein on ee to 
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i In Holy Scripture, creation nel ! is 8 : 5 M. 
Jeſeribad as # progreſſive work. R Certain . FY 
portion of time was employed before it 
Vas finiſhed, and the Almighty pronounced 
all things that he had made to be very 
good *. It is till by degrees that everx 
production of this world comes to per- 
ection. Mende. minerals, 1 denen 


going on ene is 


; ee for os uſe _ conveniency of life, 
have their regular growth. From ſmall 
| ſeeds, all the plants, ſhrubs, and trees, with 
which. the face of nature is ſo richly adorn- 
ed, grow up to their ſize, and acquire their 
 Infinitely varied properties. The animals, 
with which the earth, the air, the rivers, 
and unfathomable abyſſes of the ocean are 
peopled, proceed from their embryo- ſtate 
5 15 the meaſure of their perfection. 


5 Thus, 3 in all the finer parts of the wet] ö 
ſyſtem, : a progreſs from Ie to more, accompa- 
nied with the acquiſition of new properties, 
or with the unfolding of thoſe which lay hid 
and dormant, is plainly and waer 
DE dermit. Some things merely n 0 
1 | * Gen. 1. 3. 
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, live, and feel. Theſe detached and ſub- 
ſidiary ſyſtems, after arriving at their ma- 


turity, have their decline and diſfolution- 


Nothing, however, is loſt, and no blank : 
left. in the works of God. The wreck of 
minerals, vegetables, and animals, enters 


into new compoſitions, gives riſe to other 


productions, and appears in freſh forms. 
Eternal duration is ſtampt on every ching 5 
made, and nothing but the arm of omni- 


potence can anmhilade what __ OE 
neee | W 


. That e Lolds true. of man, 29 
dered as an individual, advancing from in- 
fantine weakneſs to 1 is applicable 


to his ſpecies, viewed in their ſocial and 
political capacity. From ſmall, and rude 15 
beginnings, ſociety gradually enlarges and : 


improves. Animals of different kinds ap- 
pear ſcarcely more different creatures; than 


men in a ſtate: of barbarity and of civiliza- 
tion. In the former condition, they are 
| hungry, helpleſs, naked ſavages; roaming 


like wild beaſts in queſt of prey, or Sather- Le 


ing the eee fruits of the earth; 


e 


„„ N 


| going on pragreſtveiy to Perfettion. 


i De. 2 „ « * 1 7 
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Without habitations, or any place of abode ; ; s ERAU. | 


deſtitute of laws, government, or the leaſt 3 J 


idea of ſubordination ;' Ignorant, cruel, 


| fierce, vindictive, and ſuperſtitious. ' In 


the latter, they are fed, clothed, and lodged, 


in a manner becoming the exigencies and 

7 dignity of our nature. Arts and manu- 
factures inereaſe the pleaſures and conve- 
niencies of life; and commerce, by fa- 


cilitating the intercourſe between diſtant 


nations, enables them reciprocally. to ſhare 


the advantages and produce of every 


varied region and climate. By wiſe laws, 
and the regular exertions of juſtice, ſecu⸗- 
5 rity is afforded to the character, perſons, | 
and property, of mankind, Along with 
theſe political advantages, letters are cul- 
tivated, ſcience improves, the elegant and 
| ornamental arts are ſtudied, and manners 
acquire all the poliſh, which ſach a con- 0 


currence of circumſtances can beſtow, - 


It ben teen happens, that the hay: ; 
| politic after reaching a certain period of 


maturity, declines, like the natural body, 


and comes to an end. This may bappen 


pro e | Eirlt, when chere is ſome ra- 
| dical 
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SERM. cel defect in the conſtitution, which hath 


e 


in it the ſeeds of mortality. Secondly, 


when the wickedneſs and impiety of a 
+ people. have arrived at ſuch a pitch, as to 
incapacitate them from performing the du- 
ties of good ſubjects, and from defending 
themſelves when attacked by rival and am- 
bitious neighbours. New Kras date their 


commencement, and a freſh career in ſo- 
ciety begins, from theſe downfalls of king- 
doms and empires; on whoſe ruins, ſtates 


are founded, which, having before them 


the precedents and misfortunes of paſt times, 


guard againſt their errors, and become more 
perfect. It is not, therefore, unreaſonable 


to ſuppoſe, that, by a ſeries of revolutions 


| and the experience of ages, the political 


condition of the world may at length come 
to a degree of improvement, beyond that 
of which at patent we can form any con- 


ception. TY 


3. But leaving as ——— of this 
ſubject to legiſlators and ſtateſmen, let us 


next conſider mankind in their religious 


capacity, and mark their progreſs in that 


| We reſtricking our oblarymtionss to thoſe 


ww. 
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e * 35 progref ah to reha. 


who have ern n with the n of 8 1 R 1. 


eee e ac 


t appears, ein a paſſipe i in . denn Fo 


: of Joſhua, that polytheiſm had been the 
prevailing religion of mankind, and that 
the knowledge of the One only God had 
deen loſt, before the time that Abraham | 
Was commanded to depart out of Ur of the 
| Chaldees*, God was pleaſed to reveal him- 
ſelf then unto him, and to make him the 
; magnificent promiſe, That in him, and in 
his poſterity, all the nations of” the earth 
JE: be ble ed 4.7 The fame. grant was 
renewed to Iſaac |, and to Jacob. That 
the deſcendants of the parriarchs diſſemi- 15 
nated the knowledge of God in many of 
the eaſtern nations, is highly probable, from 
cheir immemorial obſervance of the ritual 
badge of admiſſion into _ Tights of the 


 Abrahamic „ com 
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The Iſraelites, by ſojourning 10 long : 
, among the Egyptians, would tend to im- 
ob 125 8 ſentiments GE. ae 


ow Joſh. XXIV. 2. 5 Gen. all. 18. 1 Ge 35 5 
18 Gen. I. 14. 8 | 
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bene, "Thigh the former i belt) 
ſuperſtitious opinions from the latter, yet 
9 would, in turn, communicate informa- 
tion in matters ſacred, of which intelligent 
minds would avail themſelves, . The. reſort 
of learned ſtrangers, in after-ages; to Egypt, | 
the original. ſeat of art and ſcience, would 
contribute to ſpread a few rays of divine 
ght among neighbouring nations. To 
this, and to the intercourſe long after eſta- 
bliſhed betwixt that country and Paleſtine, 
| we may aſcribe the ſublimer ideas of the- 
ology. embraced by the Grecian philoſo- 
phers, and thence aged by N 8 &. 
| GK YT 8 92736 . 175 


e the iſractites, 1 chats ae, 
from Egypt, the law of Moſes was given. 
Of this new and ſplendid diſpenſation, the 
unity of the Godhead was the foundation 
and corner ſtone. In the decalogue, the great 
principles of piety and morality were ineul- 
cated under the form of poſitive commands 
of the Almighty. Explanatory of theſe, and 
additional to them, many excellent 1 
and ſtatutes were enacted, of the ſame di- 

vine e authority, and marked with a ſpirit of 
. „ WY 


— 


coin on. cart vely to. eren. 


e e and goodneſs,” that has been of l 


much benefit to other plans of legiſlation, | 


© and, may improve, all which may-bareaſter, 
de formed. e med; ee 


IE * 


of Iſrael to be the repoſitory of divine 


knowledge, they were accordingly diſtin- 


1 guiſhed from the reſt of mankind by their . 
civil and eccleſiaſtical polity, and by a ſtyle. 
of manners ariſing from it. In their meats 
and drinks, in their purifications and. va= 
rious kinds of abſtinency, in their ſacred 5 
feſtivals, and in the ordinary habit of their 
lives, they « differed from. all the nations of 


antiquity. | Their worſbip, notw ithſtand- 


ing the ſpirituality of its. object, Was per- 5 
xagnificent. rites and cere- 
monies; and the ſtate of the world, at the 


: formed. with 


giving of the law, and for many ages after, 


rendered the yoke, of which St. Peter 


complained, both a neceſſary and a ſalutary 


burden. Aſter their ſettlement in the land 


of Canaan, inſpired men roſe in ſueceſſion 


| : N e N S we 1 


. 0 » Aft, xv. 10, 
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0 446. Oh Providence, conf ve 15 
5 e fry to ſuperſlition, 


engebened tHe” ber- 
ws iers raiſed by their conſtitution to proteck 
them from the eneroachments of idela try; 
| improved them in divine knowledge, and 
deaught them more pure and ſpiritual views 
e their duty, Thus the religion under 
the law was in a ſtate of progreſſive im- 

| froveme u from the times of Nola, till che 
laſt of th Prophets. „ i WER Why 5 


f 141 4 


i he, * 
* 118 
* 


| There is Sasol to | think tat the bu 

ence of this divine information was not 
reſtricted to Judea. The maritime ſitu- 
ation of that country, the Wars, alliances, 

5 and commerce, of the Iſraelites, and, abe 
5 all, their captivity and diſperſions, could not 
fail in diffuſing part of their religious ſen- 
timents and knowledge, among the nations 
connefted "IT AE means with them. 


N n time, * a ſeries of "ns 7 

2 _ wonderful revolutions, the world was 

gradually preparing for the manifeſtation: 
of a ſyſtem of religion more perfect. Four 
mighty empires roſe in ſucceſſion upon tke 

Tuins « of each other, with all of which the 
Liraclites were e ctmbRed by treaty or con- 
88 


going: on e oy #0 P kei. 


1 git Aker being tributary to the kings 
of. Babylon; they were at laſt vanquiſhed 


by them, their government was ſubverted, 


and thoſe who eſcaped from the, ſword, 
were carried into eaptivity for ſeventy Years. 


Tube offices of truſt and dignity, to which 
many of them were promoted during that 


/ unfortunate DE 


be the ſupe= 


riority of their Abe; by which they 
| roſe. ſo high in the favour of their con- 


querors. Daniel has preſerved a decree *, 


by which Nebuchadnezzar recogniſed the 
authority of the God e I the 


: ane : 


After the . 4 FLA bald 7" 
. pire, we find the Jews in no leſs favour 


with the Perſians; inſomuch that their 
ſacred veſlels, though of great value, were 


5 reſtored, and they were authoriſed to re- 


turn, and re- Occupy their ancient country. 
During their continuance at Babylon, their 


peculiarities in life and manners, and chiefly 
their ſublime ideas of the divine Nature 


and Providence, could not eſcape the no- 
tice of wiſe and Philoſophie minds. 1 88 
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The ten tribes v, 25 Which compoſed hs - 
kingdom: of Iſrael or Samaria, were diſs 
perſed among the provinces of that vaſt 5 
empire, from -whence | they never again 
returned. The ſame cauſes which pre- 

Lerved the Jews a ſeparate people in the 
weſtern world, from the fall of Jeruſalem 
to this day, might prevent the deſcendants 
of theſe tribes. from . mixed with the 


"= 


* 8 the reign 5 Pekab, 1125 of Iſrael, Tiglath- | 
pileſer, the Aſſyrian monarch, after ſubduing the land of 


Gilead, the; country beyond the Jordan, and that part of 


Galilee which lay next to it, carried away all the inha- 
bitants captive into Aſſyria. 2 Kings, xv. 1 Joſeph. 
Antiq. b. ix. ch. xi. 

In the reign of Hoſhea Bog of Iſrael, that kingdous 
Was finally overthrown by Shalmaneſer king of Aſſy ria, 
and what remained of the ten · tribes, were tranſported into 
Media and Perſia. 2 Kings, xvii. 95 Joſeph. Ard. b. ix. 
ch. MW" 

It appears (deans Rows! the Khoran, that were wefe 5 
principalities of the :Jews in Arabia, at the time that 


Mohammed aſſerted he was a prophet. Harris's Collection 50 


of Voyages, vol. i. b. i. ch. ii. ſec. 19. Note b. Ne. 2. 


Benjamin de Tudela, 2 Jew, born and educated in 
1 travelled into the oriental countries in the year 


1160, and returned 1173. Critics haye diſagreed as to 
the degree of credit with which his travels ſhould be read. 
If what he relates be in general true, as ſome very learned 
men have ſuppoſed, he found remains of the Iſraelites i in 
' Perſia, Media, Eclopin, and Abjfibics See Ie vol. i. 
b. i. "© 11. 5 = 


4 


Ifraelites were then to be | 
eaſt, | 5 | 


* TOY on GI wy to Parts 6% 


in kabliante of the oriental regions. Some 


of the early Europeans, who explored the 


s of India, or travelled by land to it, 


| relate that remains of the diſperſion of the 
by 0 ne” in the f 


5 151 18 Aan that EI Kia Ges. 
Bowed the knowledge of divine matters, 
for which the Magi, the Brachmans, and 


other eaſtern ſages, have been ſo much 


ET 


of education, and ſpoken in many coun- 
tries of the eaſt. Into that copious and | 
elegant language the Old Teſtament was 5 


| tranſlated, with great N under the _ 
| % DIET 5 1 1 of 8 5 | api 


% 
7 l , 
& 


; renowned. Philoſophers from Greece were 
anciently | in uſe to travel into that region 

for ſake of i improvement ; and thus through 
the medium of the Jews and Ifraelites, 
x light, by various reflections, | was x ONS | 
- among many; nations, . 5 


The ſettlement: of the Gesche ain in | 


5 Aſia and the conqueſts, of Alexander the 


Great, and his ſucceſſors, Propapated, along 5 
1 the learning of Greece, a language 


which was generally underſtood by people © 
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SO, 5 


5 \ Providence, confided 4 Plan 


hes of one of the kings of Egypt“. . 
This precious remain of antiquity is a clear 
Proof, that the opinions of the Jews were 
in no ſmall. repute, and had their ad- 
mirers among the moſt, elle vero of : 
theſe times. e 


Greece baving given a language, Rome, ; 
by the wiſdom of her councils, and the 
valour and diſcipline of her legions, at- 
chieved the bold and magnificent deſign of 


univerſal conqueſt, and gave peace to the 


world. An eaſy and ſecure intercourſe was 
_ thus opened between all nations. The Jews | 
3 themſelves in great numbers over 
Italy, Greece, and Leſſer Aſia. Wherever 
they ſettled, they built ſynagogues, pro- 
feſſed their religion, and made many Pro- 


3 from the Gentiles. Thus, in all 


the misfortunes, revolutions, and diſperſi _ _y 
of this people, we may perceive the hand 
of God making them come to fulfil : 
the e of his will. e 


* 


in many countries, the improvement 
| made in the arts and ſciences was accom- 
9 8 8 eee | 9255 5 

17 5 | panied 


going vn pregre 5 2 Porftton 


5 panied with the cultkeation of law and go- 
T vernment, and ſtates were formed which 
have commanded the admiration of ſuc= _ 
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| ceeding ages. The morals, however, * of : 


2 ; the people did not keep pace with theſe 7 
> political advantages, and, perhaps in no 


period of time, were more corrupt and 


1 abandoned, than when Rome was ſovereign 
of the world. The heathen religion, in- 
ſtead of being a ſupport to virtue, was the 

| cauſe of the utmoſt profligacy and wicked- 


| | neſs. | Every kind of vice, with which the 


worſt of human characters have been 


1 ſtained; fraud and villainy; 15 adultery and 


0 inceſt; Sack robbery, and murder; was 


aſcribed to their gods. Their facred rites 
and ceremonies were formed upon the 


: . model of ſuch objects of worſhip, and were 


an open. inſult on all which is modeſt in 
< ſentiment and decent i in behaviour. It.i is 
77 eaſy to ſee, that a total depravity of man- 
ners muſt. be the unavoidable conſequence 


caſe, If St. Paul be thought to have drawn 


: too ſtrong a picture of their. wickedneſs, 


„ee in the. wel COS of his * 


of theſe things. This accordingly was the 
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On . confe dered as a Plan EY 


5 cee conſulted on the head, and with them let 


the grounds of appeal reſt. Great was the 
neceſſity, and loud the demand, for a di- 


= vine | interpoſition, not only on account of 


the ſtate of the heathen world, but of the 
groſs corruptions introduced by the mv 
inte; the laws and religion of Moſes. 9 


In this juncture of affairs, which hs no 


> parallel in the records of time either be- 
fore or after it, did Jeſus Chriſt make his 15 


appearance in this world. His coming was 


5 the conſummation of paſt, and the com- 


mencement of new, ages. From beginnings 


mall, and ſeemingly inauſpicious, this plan 


of divine wiſdom continued to expand. and 


to flouriſh. The croſs, which was to the 


Jeu a flumbling block, and to the Greeks 
fool iſpneſs, drew the attention of good and . 
diſcerning minds upon the character and 

religion of the divine perſon who ſuffered 
upon it. The Jewiſh Proſelytes, in all the 
provinces of the empire, eagerly embraced 


the more liberal and gracious terms of the 
| Goſpel. Their example was followed by 


multitudes of Wie more enlightened hea- 
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j 


1 of eceleſiaſtics, and to the enterpriſing am- 


5 ſtanding a religion which was pure, ſimple, 5 
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thens; till in the progreſs of time, in ſpite SERM. - 

wy the moſt fierce and bloody pe fe utions, — _ 
te in the plenitude of her power, and 
throughout the extent of her dominion,” = 
2 in form the Chriſtian faith. 


Chriſtianity, though, thus happily efta- , 
bliſhed, ſuffered, not long after, a great 
5 eclipſe. i in the weſtern world. We are not 

to aſeribe this entirely to the vaſt riches and 
power lodged. fo improperly. in the hands e 


bition and profound policy of the Roman 

:  pontiffs,, The nations who overturned the „ 
: empire, and ſettled themſelves on her ruins, 

were entirely compoſed of fierce illiterate 

| barbarians, who were incapable of -under- 


and ſpiritual. Born and trained up in the 

groſſeſt ignorance and ſuperſtition, their 
converſion was not attended at firſt with - 
any ſenſible improvement in ſacred know- 
_ ledge, or with any change of manners. 7: 
A tribe uſually followed the example of 
their leader. If he embraced our holy faith, 

they were baptized along with him. If he 

| SPOT or was ſucceeded by an idola= _ © 
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' On Pro vidences conf dered as a F. 


5 trous chieſtain, they relapſed: into. 1 
former errors. In the total decline of learn- 
ing, and during the deplorable darkneſs of - 


the midale ages, the Clergy: fell into a ſtate 


of as great ignorance and ſuperſtition as the 


Laity. No doctrine was too abſurd, and 


no legendary tale too improbable, for the 
one to ſupport," and for the other to be- 


lieve. In this condition of mankind, and 


from other collateral cauſes, the biſhop of 


Rome roſe to great power, ſpiritual and 
temporal, collected revenues from all the 
Chriſtian ſtates; and, in order to perpe- 
tuate his uſurpations, claimed to be the 
vicegerent of Chriſt, in whoſe hands the 
hey of infallibility, and of ſovereign autho- 


rity in all matters 5 8 0 e | 
was lodged, | HEE. BAY 5 _ 25 
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and learned Aſiatics, was. an eaſy tranſition 


from the light of ſcience and civilization, 
ta the light of the Golpel. , Hut the con⸗ 
ny verſion” of... Sav f 
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not have been effectuated is in the f ſame com- ” 

5 plete manner, without a miracle. Such A 
mean, God: dig: not Kuß to r In 

Ty n 5 i 8. „ | ana- 
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rogreſſvely to Perfection. 


going on 
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he left them to emerge out of i ignorance, 
8 to arrive at religious! improvements, in 
the ordinar) 
By degrees, order grew out of this confuſion, - | 
_ light aroſe from darkneſs, till, by the Pro- 

teſtant reformation, the religion of our Sa- 


viour ſhone forth wich à ſplendor and glory 


with which it had never for t erly E 
pers 4 6. 5 7426.9 e 13 


Wnile te weſtern world y was. on 9 5 * 
a Cline, a revolution took place in the eaſt, 


Which drew: aft Tr it conſequences of vaſt 
2 importance, in the religious and political 


; ſtate of mankind, | In the beginning of the 


ſeventh century, there aroſe 1 in Arabia, a 


perſon, who. aſſerted that he was commiſ- $ 


ſioned From God, that he was a prophet *, 
and the Comforter, whom Chriſt had pro- 
miſed to ſend f, in order 10 guide them into 
all trutb. This was Mohammed. That 
56 n and ſubtile #0 088 compoſed his 
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way. This required time. 
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On rovidence,' 


„ religien; in a great . out . the FW 
and Goſpel. He was careful, howeve * to 
adapt it to the taſte and paſſions of that you. | 
luptuous climate where. he was born, the 
influences, of which be himſelf elt with. luis 
utmoſt intenſity. He commanded to pos 
pagate it by the Seen ede ſo judicious 


were his plans, and fo; welk-copcerted;:;bis - 


meaſures, that the third in ſucceſſion from 
him was head of an empire which ex 5 
tended from the frontiers of India, weſtward, 2 
as far as Spain. n confec yerice 0 the 
high patronage afforded do t the arts afid tis + 
| beral ſciences, to trade and 'minufadtures, 8 
under the ſplendid reien of the Khaliff, : 
the Mohammedans made large ſettlements . 
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over all the Indies, and the illands adj Jacent py 


| to chem, where their; *eligion nal 250 


ails. 1 
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* By this San Pagan, and Ae en 5 
nations made el progreſs. in religious 


an Ibey wer reclaimed from 
the groſs conceptions, and ſtill groſſer Prao- 5 
tices, of heathenifm, They Were brought 5 
10 > the Thorens. Wh: eo 5 God; 
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Since the revival of the arts, : | Man 
5 letters,” 4 mighty C chang e has taken 


114 


a place in the condition of mankind. | Im- 8 


menſe countries have been diſcovered, and 

f ſettled” by the more enlightened European 

95 nations.” By going 10 and fro, Knoupledge 
has mereaſed ®. * Commerce is. now eſta- 
bliſhed and carried on upon A 'bafis more 
broad and comprehenſive, | than in any 
flo mer p riod: "of time. The gloom is faſt 
diſpe 
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| MKitious practices of the dark ages are going 
into deſuetude, and knowledge in every 
branch of it is on the increaſe. More ge- 
nerous and enlarged ſentiments regarding 
the rights of man, are gaining g ground. The 


| times Feel Pen with great events, - 


Which, by the bleſſing of G80 may at laſt 


: give birth to a purer, Spirit of liberty, civil : 


and' religious, x6; gether with H all the bene- 


yet pc in the World. ON Ke © > 5 : wp 0 1 
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8 bounds to the variety, extent, and 


As thoſe primary attributes, "ike, all his 
other perfections, admit of infinite degrees, 185 


- 


' On: Prov 65 ne, confi red ar 2 ; Plan 


110 From the account Which mae ee 
now given of Providence, 1 Proceed to 


U 5 


* 1 15 is not matter of faith, or di : 


r 


5 p lee but of abſolute certainty, found- : 
ed on demonſtrative evidence, that good- 
nels, wiſdom, and. power, exiſt in the firſk 


cauſe and ſovereign Diſpoſer of, all things. 


the infinity of ſpace and, time can ſet no 


tion of his plans. Should thoſe plans! ox ; 


- conſtructed on the principle, - which. we 


have, been endeayouring. to illuſtrate, the : L 
| ubiquity and eternity of the Godhead afford 


5 room for their being carried on progreſſively 80 


5 ſtage of their exiſtence, freſh materials, by 
means of which; to nouriſh, 1 improve, and 
N all thoſe, divine. einen which 


to higher and fill higher degrees of 


cell lence, from their r commencement to: ever- : | 
laſing, . 9 intelligent TD inds, .; a- 


nt. orders, and in 


proportion to the rank which they bold i ir | 


the ſcale of being, will thus find, in every - 


wy j : 
8 4 + : ; I con- 


going. on progeſſuch to Porſetion. 


= Ee al, the love of God. Yer fuch 4 SENI. a 


the. ſurpaſſing, and paramount glory of the 5 e 


divine nature, that it will remain for ever 


50 infinitely exalted above all his creatures, in 


their endleſs and unlimited verdi towards | 
Kaen „ „ act TE 


| ſeboolmafer, 1 


. As the law * * ſerved. as a 
to Fa thing the. world for the: coming 


15 Chriſt; ſo We are to conſider the Jews as | 
5 ſtill contributing, though unknown to them 
5 ſelves, to promote the ſame end. In Chriſt- 


ian countries, where they are ſettled, they 


are a ſtanding miracle, f in proof of the di- 


ity, and truth of our holy faith. Among 


Pagans, they are ſowing the firſt ſeeds of 
religion, by their worſhip. of God, and their 
| ideas, of Providence. Theſe principles will 
1 grow. to maturity, when clearer light ſhall | 
ſhine, upon them. When the blindneſe . 
m nwhich bas bhappencd, to Thaetl 5 ſhall _ be 
cured, and when the fullneſs of. the Gentiles 5 

5 1 have. come. in; then too /hall Nael be | 
. and not only look upon , but, RO | 


in, him. whom they 4 have pierced, . 


<3 With. the fall. of the tempor: il 1 
1 Mohammed, and 
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derhaps ſooner, the 5 
1 Galat. 1 in. * + Roni. Lk 26. 1 John, xix, 37. 
1 * . | . ; ere | 


ne 


8 456 o, Previlenes c 
| ee fall * his erroneous doctrin it 85 15 . 
- WS volved,” and the guilt of his impoſture = * 
+, brought to light. The converſion . 
followers to Chriſtianity, 1 is an, eaſier tranſi ON 
tion, than the converſion of any body WF 
. Heathens whatever to it. The reaſon f 
this. is evident. The Mohammedans al- 
teady worſhip | the One only God, they 
believe in Moſes and the Prophets, ah al- 
low that: [Jeſus acted by a divine authority 
and commiſſion. Their faith in Moham. 
: med will be overturned, as ſoon as candid : 
: enquiry ſhall open 1 their eyes to the vices of 
his character, to the licentioufneſs of his ; 
manners, and to his lying pretenfjons. EL 
They are, ' beſides,” in 2 ſubſidiary Way, 
though to a far greater extent, promoting 
ke ends with the Jews, in their diſperſion; 
by diffuſing the divine knowledge of which 
they are poſſeſſed, © God, who can make 
the remainder of wrath. pra iſe him *, „and 
even the wickedneſs of mankind ſabervient” 
to the purpoſes of his will, may thus render 
them inſtrumental in facilitaring the pro- 
Ereſs of Chriſtianity « over the 1 
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going on nee vely ta | Parſe Ar 
40 In proportion as deſpotiſm and popery | 1 5 25 1 
are on the decline, the proteſtant faith wil 
grow ſtrong and flouriſh. Ignorance and a 
9 85 arbitrary power are the ſtrong holds of „„ 
error. Let theſe be demoliſhed, let a fair 5 
field he allowed the Goſpel, on which to 
diſplay the charms of truth, and the ads. 55 
7 vantages of piety and virtue, and it muſt = A 
prevail in the conteſt. From ſound — Fo 
ſoning and candid inquiry no danger is 
to be apprehended. All that the ſophiſtry 5 
of minute philoſophers, that the ſneer of 
infidels, and the forgeries of the wicked, L 
could do, has been already tried. Christl. e 
Z anity has hitherto withſtood the attack, and „ 
remains firm and unſhaken, like mount | 
Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth 
1 ever *, Other forms of religion have. © 
flouriſhed and paſſed away. The viſion is 
| ſealed, the voice of prophecy: | has been. lang 
ſilent, and long has the temple of Jeruſa. 
lem been laid in ruins. But our holy faith, „ 
neither limited to people and country, u 5 jr 
mortal by the lapſe of time, poſſeſſes in 
2 : * . * pxing? ple of life, 1 Which the, | 
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| that religion is not an exception to ſo ge- 


neral and excellent a law? The ultimate 5 
| object of theſe is to add to the pleaſures - 
and conveniences, of this ſtate of being - 
The end propoſed by the other is to pu- 
"+ and exalt our nature, to confer upon 
us that happineſs which flowys from the 
Practice of our duty, and to qualify us for 
the enj joyment of heaven. Are we then 
to imagine, that the ſcience of life, glory, 
and immortality, is the only one which has 


we to ſuppoſe that when we are only in r "YL 
dawn of improvement of moſt of the: art = 
and have reached extelleri les e ORD 
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have attained . th 


1 there are treaſures i by the: word of . = 

| he 5 yet diſcovered, 1 85 there are truths 
not brought to light, difficulties not ex= 
1 plained, and a ſpacious field, on which 
Den. deni criticiſm, and Te 5 may ex- 5 

3 themſelves with great advantage, i in order 5 
1 to promote the glory of God, and the ſalva-. 
3 precious gs immortal ſouls. „ 1 
| nd . Reverend athers and Brethren, „ 

1 5 OR For theſe i important purpoſes, we are ſpe⸗ 2 
1 cially ſet apart and 3 It becomes 5 


us then, with all 


5 - 7 8 the manife en of 10! e-t ut! 18 vhi 1 3 „ 8 
we know, and to perſevere in our reſearches . 


us dur forefathers 


* ho * , * — £ 8 . N e q n 4 N — 


— 
Rn — 
+ 


7 e n * x s 


„ 


7 


= * * $ Pats 0 2 


* 


. 5 e unto. us ria excellent anhin : 
SE hs which we at: preſetit enjoy.” Let us not 5 - 
ng, however, think that they left nothing to s 


tds do, that they explored every ſource 


. divine knowledge, and reached the ulti e 
boundaries of it. While we abide diligent | 7 
And faithful in the diſcharge of our >= 


at time, which 


EY 


oe my 5 our ſacred retirement from the purſuits 


duties, let us devote part of 


this world affords zus, to the ſtudy of che 2 


ne ſublimeſt of v wiſdom, Viewing Ch 
=_—_ egen. Hed us do all in our powe 1 . 
mwmaaoocee ſo great and glorious an end. 5 20 
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